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ADVERTISEMENT. 


In presenting to the Sir Knights and the Masonic fra- 
ternity his third edition of the Templars’ Chart, the Au- 
thor would here state that he has introduced an entire 
new set of emblems, which are much improved from the 
former editions, without any alteration in the order, or 
of their application as approved at first by the General 
Grand Encampment of the United States. He has also 
added a supplement to the volume, containing the Thirty 
Ineffable degrees with their illustrations, which he hopes 
will meet the approval of the fraternity. The Author 
here regrets to state that he has much cause of com- 
plaint, from the unwarrantable freedom that several of 
the fraternity have made with the emblems and illustra- 
tions both of the “ Masonic ” and “ Templars ” Chart, and 
appropriating them to their own use — especially those of 
the latter — as they were nearly all new designs of his own, 
and were never before published. All those emblems, 
with their classification, he considers as his property, 
and those who have taken them and have appropriated 
them to their own use, have committed so many infringe- 
ments upon his copy-right. 

We have been favored by two notices of the last edi- 
tion of the Masonic Chart, by two distinguished Masons 
and Sir Knights, which are so appropriate to elucidate 
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his views of the subject, that he would here introduce 
extracts from them, in order that the Sir Knigtits may 
judge whether the Author has not had cause for his 
remarks. 


THE MASONIC CHART. 

[BY JEREMY L. CROSS.] 

To the Editors of the New York Express : 

A writer in the'Masonic Mirror, of Philadelphia, of 
the date of May 5, 1852, in reply to some commenda- 
tory remarks of Mr. Mitchell, of the “Signet,” upon 
the “ Masonic Chart,’” has indulged in strictures upon 
this work extremely unjust, to which I would respect- 
fully call the attention of the Masonic Fraternity. In 
a reply to a very just remark of the Editor of the 
Signet, to the effect that it was obviously unjust and at 
variance with every principle of Masonic equity, that 
the labors of Brother Cross should be appropriated to 
the pecuniary benefit of others. The Philadelphia wri- 
ter undertakes to justify such appropriations, and most 
strongly puts forth the assertion, that the Masonic 
Chart contains nothing which is properly the fruit of 
Cross’s labors. Alluding to Cross and Webb and other 
Masonic authors, he says, in reference to the -emblems 
contained in this book, that “the ownership of these 
beautiful emblems belonged to the order long before 
any of the present writers ever joined the institution.” 
Upon this assumption he therefore very naturally un- 
dertakes to justify those persons who, long since the 
publication of Cross’s Chart, have put forth publica- 
tions so nearly similar to Cross’s Chart, that an or- 
dinary observer would pronounce them almost exact 
copies. Now as to the “beautiful emblems” of which 
this writer speaks, it is true, so far as any of them had 
been designated on the Masters’ Carpet relating to the 
first three degrees alone, and embracing only a part of 

1 * 


Digitized by Google 



8 


templars’ chart. 


the emblems of these degrees, contained hi the Chart, 
may, perhaps, without impropriety be said to belong 
to the order, looking at them as simple emblems, with- 
out any reference to their relations to other things; 
but every intelligent mason knows that a considerable 
and most essential part of the emblems of the three 
first degrees contained in the Masonic Chart were never 
designated on the Masters’ Carpet, nor were many of 
them ever seen or known until designed and published 
in that book by Cross in 1819 ; much more so is this 
true as respects the emblems of the R. Arch Chapter 
and Council Degrees. Let the man who questions 
Cross’s authorship of the great body of these emblems 
tell us when and where he ever saw' them before the 
first publication of the chart. When the Philadelphia 
writer says- they belonged to the order, let him tell 
where the order obtained them, and point out the mem- 
ber of the order who ever put forth any such claim, or set 
up any pretence that any such emblems were in existence 
until after the publication by Cross of his book. But it 
should be remembered that it is not the emblems simply 
that enter into the consideration of Cross’s right as an 
author. It may be, and undoubtedly is true, that many 
of these emblems were in use and belonged to the order 
before Cross published, apd it is equally true that 
many others of them were by him first presented to the 
craft. 

The emblems may have all been in existence and yet 
of little practical use. It was the arrangement and clas- 
sification of these emblems and their adaptation to the 
work in the several degrees in such form as to secure 
uniformity, which constituted the chief value and excel- 
lency of Cross’s publication. It was not in the design- 
ing, or in the engraving, or in the publication of the 
emblems merely that Bro. Cross was regarded as ren- 
dering a great service to the fraternity, but it was in the 
exhibition of them in such form as to* give value to the 
lectures, and to enable the intelligent and well informed 
mason to practice skilfully in the work of the order, 
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and especially it was in adopting sach an arrangement 
that intelligent masons everywhere might, by means of 
it, adopt the same system of work. It is now thirty- 
three years since Bro. Cross first published the Masonic 
Chart. For years previous the population of our coun- 
try had increased, masonic lodges and # chapters had been 
multiplied, and members had been added- to the frater- 
nity, and in proportion to this increase there was a want 
of uniformity in the work, and such irregularities had 
crept in many Lodges as to have almost effaced the 
ancient landmarks of the order. During this period the 
attention of some of the most enlightened and distin- 
guished men of the order were directed to disseminate 
light and to improve the craft in the knowledge of the 
true mode of work, by means of Masonic lectures. 

Several brethren distinguished for their zeal and know- 
ledge of the work and mysteries of the craft, were com- 
missioned by the highest authority of the order in the . 
United States as Lecturers ; and visited the lodges in 
many of the States of the Union as they had opportu- 
nity, and introduced and gave instruction in the work 
which had been established in various Grand Lodges, 
and sanctioned by the highest authority in the country ; 
at this period, about forty years ago, Bro. Cross was 
commissioned by several Grand Lodges and Chapters as 
Grand Lecturer, and was recommended by His Excel- 
lency De Witt Clmton, Governor of New York, Gen. 
Thos. H. Cushing, an officer in the United States Army, 
Hon. Lyman Law, a member of the U. S. Congress, with 
many other distinguished masons and officers of the 
United States General Grand Chapter, and several State 
Grand Chapters. Under such sanction, he devoted sev- 
eral years to the services of the Masonic fraternity, and 
in connection with other brethren, visited many of the 
States, and introduced and perfected in numerous 
Lodges, the established work. While engaged in these 
duties, Brother Cross was impressed with the import- 
ance of a standard work upon the plan of the Chart, and 
in consultation with distinguished Masons in different 
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places, and by their advice, he undertook the task, and 
as the result, the Masonic Chart was prepared and pub- 
lished. It was received with general fey or, and was im- 
mediately adopted as the standard text book of the 
Order by a large number of the Grand Lodges and 
Grand Chapters of the country, and was specially sanc- 
tioned, approved, and recommended to general use, 
by the officers of the General Grand Chapter, with Gov. 
Clinton at the head. 

The writer of this article was then on the stage of life, 
and an active member of the Fraternity, and acquainted 
with the leading Masons in different sections of the coun- 
try, and he well remembers that the work of Brother 
Cross was received with great favor, and its publication 
was regarded as of great service to the Order — with the 
exception of some few persons in Philadelphia, where 
there has always prevailed to some extent a spirit not 
exactly in harmony with the brethren of the other States, 
especially as it regards the Chapter Degrees. 

There was never heard at the time of this publication, 
nor for many years after, a question raised as to the value 
of the work, or as to the importance of the services render- 
ed the order by Bro. Cross ; and even in Philadelphia, the 
great body of the brethren afterwards concurred in the 
general sentiment of the country, and the work was 
pruned from some extraneous matter with which it had 
been affected, and they came up in most of their Lodges 
near to the standard adopted in other States. Those 
persons who have in effect copied Cross’s book, and put 
it forth as their own, within the last few years, may sat- 
isfy their own consciences that they are doing right in 
thus appropriating to their own use another’s ; but they 
will never convince the great body of their brethren that 
they are not, so far as Brother Cross is concerned, com- 
mitting a piratical wrong. 

The writer of this article has no connection whatever 
with Bro. Cross, nor any interest in his book ; but hav- 
ing bad knowledge from the beginning of these matters, 
as an act of justice he has written this article. 

Benjamin Franklin. 
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From the Sentinel . 

“ The True Masonic Chart, or Hieroglyphic Mon- 
itor, containing all the emblems explained in the de- 
grees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master 
Mason, .Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent 
Master, Royal Arch, and Royal and Select Masters’ de- 
grees. Sixteenth and Stereotype Edition : by Jeremy 
L. Cross, G. L.” 

We congratulate the Fraternity of Free and Accepted 
Masons, not only in our own country, but throughout 
the world, that this tried and able veteran of half a cen- 
tury, has again entered the field of his usefulness. For 
more than forty years has he labored as Grand Lecturer, 
with ability, and perseverance, and courage unsurpassed. 
At no time during the many trials and difficulties with 
which the brotherhood have been obliged to contend for 
thirty years, has he blenched or faltered. The deeper 
the gloom, the stronger braced his nerves — the higher 
roused his energies to breast the storm. During the 
late persecution of the Order, which swept over the 
Eastern, Northern, and Middle States, with a spirit bor- 
rowed from the Vatican , stimulated by fanaticism, and 
nurtured by ignorance — prostrating Lodges and scatter- 
ing brands of disunion in Protestant churches, more 
effective than any other Auto de Fe his Holiness and all 
his Lord Cardinals sent here to redeem or subjugate us - 
could devise, he remained unmoved; encouraging the 
timid, counselling the weak, and bearing aloft, with the 
fearless integrity of a Mason, and the enduring meek- 
ness of a Christian Mason, the unconquered banner of 
the Craft, “ Magna est veritas et prcevalebit .” True and 
valiant Sir Knight, long may he live to bear and advance 
that banner of the Sons of Light. 

No one has done more to attain the great desideratum 
— uniformity in work. His arrangements of the em- 
blems and his illustrations are made to correspond with 
his lectures, and have contributed greatly, by a happy 
and orderly blending of correspondencies, to facilitate 
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the acquiring of Masonic knowledge. These, with the 
exception of the Master’s carpet, are mainly his own. 
They illumine the path of the student, presenting in 
bold and beautiful relief the ancient landmarks, impress- 
ing them indelibly upon his mind, without in the least 
exposing hidden mysteries to the uninitiated. We well 
remember with what satisfaction their first publication 
was received by the whole American Fraternity, in 
1819. The well-earned reputation of the Grand Lec- 
turer was then firmly established, and this, the sixteenth 
edition of the Chart, demonstrates better than could our 
highest commendation, that it rested upon a sure founda- 
tion. The present edition, however, is not merely a re- 
issue ; it is greatly improved in illustrations, particu- 
larly in the Mark Master and Royal Arch Degrees, 
which will be admired as extremely apt and forcible. 

The history of Free Masonry, by a brother, with 
which the work closes, is a valuable appendage. The 
style is clear and perspicuous. The writer evinces no 
ordinary learning and research. What he has con- 
tributed, would, on any occasion, be read with profit and 
pleasure by any sincere inquirer after truth — every 
friend of freedom ; but at this time it will be regarded 
by such with deep interest. Why it will be so con- 
sidered, we will endeavor to explain as soon as the im- 
portance of the subject will admit. 

Further remarks upon some of the recently published 
Works on Free Masonry, claiming to be guides to the 
Craft, which contain so large a share of the Emblems 
and Illustrations taken from the Author’s Works, and 
claimed as their own, may be expected by the Fraternity. 

THE AUTHOR. 
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The mode of conferring tha Orders of Knighthood, as 
adopted by the General Grand Encampment of the United 
States, differs, in some respects, from the manner of conferring 
them in many parts of Europe. In America, they are con- 
ferred only as honorary degrees, and, while all the useless 
ceremony and exceptionable parts are expunged, the Orders 
are left a beautiful and moral Institution. But there exists a 
difference in the mode of conferring them in many Encamp- 
ments in this country, owing in a great measure, to the want 
of a suitable knowledge of the Orders, and a correct standard 
which should embrace a proper classification of the various 
emblems. Having witnessed the effect of the “ Masonic 
Chart, or Hieroglyphic Monitor,” in establishing a correct 
standard of work in the several degrees of Ancient Masonry, 
and observed the want of a publication on the Orders of 
Knighthood sufficiently explicit to guide the Sir Knights cor- 
rectly in their labors, the Author has undertaken to present 
them, on a similar plan, a small volume upon the Orders of 
Knighthood. The classification of the Emblems and Hiero- 
glyphics, and the division of the several passages of Scripture 
and History into Lessons and Exhortations, are in exact con- 
formity to the plan of work adopted by the General Grand 
Encampment of the United States of America. The Author 
feels more assured of the good reception of the work, especially 
by all who acknowledge the authority of the General Grand 
Encampment, as he has consulted, in its compilation, one of 
the brightest officers of that body. With a hope that his 
labors may be of some service in establishing an uniform mode 
of work in the different Encampments, he would humbly sub- 
mit this little volume to the candid perusal of all the valiant 
and magnanimous Sir Knights, throughout the United States 
of America. 
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In presenting to the Sir Knights his Second Edition of 
the Templars’ Chart, the Author would state, that but 
very little alteration has been found necessary in the 
arrangement of the Manual, Lessons, Ceremonies, and 
Charges, as the First Edition was made to conform to 
the mode of work authorized by the General Grand 
Encampment of the United States, and which has been 
practiced in all the Encampments since the formation 
of the General Grand Encampment, so far as correct 
information could be obtained. The work has, however, 
been much improved in other respects. In addition to 
a revision and enlargement of the history of the several 
Orders, a copy of the Constitution of the General Grand 
Encampment, as amended, and a List of the Officers, as 
elected in 1844, has been inserted. 

The call for a Second Edition of this work, for some 
time past, has shown the rapid increase of the Orders 
in the United States. 

That it may receive the approbation of the Sir 
Knights, and prove useful in preserving a uniform mode 
of Work and Lecturing, is the sincere desire of s 

THE AUTHOR. 
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ORDER OF KNIGHTS 


OP 

THE RED CROSS- 


The Order of Knights of the Red Cross has been 
known and conferred in several parts of Europe by 
various titles. Their present appellation was given on 
account of the red cross borne on their banners. This 
Order is more particularly connected with Symbolic 
Masonry than any other order of Knighthood ; and its 
origin may be traced to those peculiar circumstances, 
which, occurring in the reign of Darius, king of Persia, 
gave rise to the Royal Arch Degree. The Jews had 
been released from captivity, and had been permitted to 
return to, Jerusalem for the purpose of re-building the 
temple. Its foundation had been laid five hundred and 
thirty-five years before the birth of our Savior. But 
after the death of Cyrus, the enemies of the Jews, and 
especially the Samaritans, found means to prevent the 
progress of the glorious undertaking, and the work ceased 
for several years. 
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When Darius, the son of Hystaspes, a noble 
prince, had established himself upon the throne of 
Persia, Zerubbabel, a prince of the tribe of Judah, sti- 
mulated by the spirit of true patriotism, and inspired 
with a holy zeal for the Jewish Church, voluntarily of- 
fered and undertook to encounter the hazardous enter- 
prise of traversing the Persian dominions and seeking 
admission into the Royal presence, there to espouse the 
cause of his country. He had considerable assurance of 
success on account of having been distinguished by the 
favorable notice and friendship of the king while in pri- 
vate life. On his arrival he awaited a favorable oppor- 
tunity to prefer his suit, which soon presented itself 
when, by consummate wisdom and persuasive arguments, 
he obtained the favor of the king and permission to re- 
build the city and temple of Jerusalem. All the holy 
vessels remaining at Babylon were likewise generously 
restored to the Jews. 

The King of Persia, desirous of perpetuating a re- 
membrance of those interesting events which had occa- 
sioned a renewal of the friendship which had formerly 
subsisted between himself and Zerubbabel, instituted, on 
this occasion, a new order, and called it “ The Order of 
Knights of the East.” They afterwards assumed the 
title of “ Knights of the Eagle.” In France they were 
known as “Knights of the Sword;” and in Palestine, as 
<c Knights of the Red Cross.” They were afterwards in- 
corporated with the Knights Templars. 

The assemblies of the Knights of the Red Cross are 
called Councils. Their sashes are green, decorated with 
a sword and trowel, and trimmed with scarlet. The 
jewel of the presiding officer is a triple triangle, with a 
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green collar trimmed with scarlet. The officers neces- 
sary to organize a regular Council are, a Sovereign Mas- 
ter, Chancellor, Master of the Palace, Prelate, Master 
of Finances, Master of Despatches, Master of Cavalry, 
Master of Infantry, Standard Bearer, Sword Bearer, and 
Warder, and customarily a Sentinel. The preparatory 
degrees necessary to be taken previous to being created a 
Sir Knight of the Red Cross, are as follows, viz : Entered 
Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, 
Past Master, Most Excellent Master, Royal Arch, Royal 
Master, and Select Master.* 

* The two last are not urged in all Councils. 
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RED CROSS’ MANUAL 

The throne is situated in the east ; above is suspend- 
ed a Green Banner ; on it a triple triangle, with a red 
cross in the centre of each ; underneath are arranged the 
Emblems of the Order. The Sovereign Master is seat- 
ed on the throne, the Chancellor, Prelate, and past Sov- 
ereign Masters on his right, the Master of the Palace on 
his left, the Master of Finances on the right, and the 
Master of Dispatches on the left, in front ; the Master 
of Cavalry on the right of the first Division, the Master 
of Infantry on the right of the third Division when sepa- 
rately formed, and on the left when formed in line ; the 
Standard Bearer in the west, the Sword Bearer on his 
right, and the Warder on his left. The knights are so 
arranged as that there shall be an equal number on each 
side on the throne. 

- A Prayer used on opening a Council . 

0 THOU King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
wise God our Savior, we would desire to come into thy 
presence at this time with grateful hearts, to render thee 
thanks and praise for the wonderful display of thy good- 
ness and mercy. Thy throne is in the heavens, and thy 
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kingdom extends over the universe, .and yet thou, conde- 
scendest to regard the things that are done in the Earth. 
Be thou mercifully pleased, O Lord, to be with thy ser- 
vants who are now assembled in thy presence, lift upon 
each one of us, we beseech thee, the light of thy holy 
reconciled countenance, and may the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us, may it be as a cloud to shadow us 
through the day time, and as a pillar of fire to defend us 
in the night season. 

Should we at any time have to lament the hidings of 
thy countenance, yet may we remember that the Lord 
loveth the Gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of 
•Jacob. Though the glorious privilege of assembling 
and worshipping thee, may be retarded by our enemies 
on the other side of the river , yet let us remember that if 
we follow the steps of a Zerubbabel in ever espousing 
the cause of truth, distributing justice and loving mercy, 
we shall not be confounded. O Lord be thou on our 
right hand and on our left, and defend us from the evil 
intentions of our enemies, and let not the Letters of a 
Rehum or Shimshai deter us from worshipping thee in 
the beauty of holiness. O lead us from strength to 
strength, let the dawn break into the perfect day, and the 
blade become the full com in the ear. 

Pardon our wanderings from thee, and forgive us all 
our sins ; deal with us not according to our deserts, but 
according to our necessities and thine own exceeding rich 
mercies in Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to say 
[ all respond ,] “ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; thy Kingdom come; Thy Will be done 
on earth, as it is in Heaven ; Give us this day our daily 
bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation ; But deliver us from evil : For thine is the 
Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.” 

The following passages of Scripture and history, are 
considered by the Sir Knights of this order as applicable 
2 * 
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to their institution, and are occasionally rehearsed in 
their Councils : 


FIRST LESSON. 

Third Chapter of Ezra — v. 8 — 11. 

Now in the second year of their coining unto the 
house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began 
Zerubbabel the son of Sheiltiel, and Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren, the priests 
and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the 
captivity unto Jerusalem; and appointed the Levites, 
from twenty years old and upward, to set forward the 
work of the house of the Lord. Then stood Jeshua 
with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the 
sons of Judah, together, to set forward the workmen in 
the house of God ; the sons of Henadad, with their sons 
and their brethren, the Levites. And when the builders 
laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, they set 
the priqst in their apparel with trumpets ; and the Le- 
vites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the 
Lord, after the ordinance of David, king of Israel. And 
they sang together by course, in praising and giving 
thanks unto the Lord ; because he is good, for his mercy 
endureth for ever towards Israel. And all the people 
shouted with a great shout, when they praised the Lord 
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was 
laid. 


Ezra — Chapter iv. 

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin 
heard that the children of the captivity builded the tem- 
ple unto the Lord God of Israel, then they came to 
Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto 
them, Let us build with you : for we seek your God, as 
ye do ; and we do sacrifice unto Him since the days of 
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Esar-haddon, king of Assur, which brought us up hither. 
But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of tne chief 
of the fathers of Israel, said unto them, Ye have nothing 
to do with us to build an house unto our, God; but we 
ourselves together will build unto the Lord God of Israel, 
as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded us. 
Then the people of the land, weakened the hands of the 
people of Judah, and troubled them in building, and 
hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their pur- 
pose, all the days of Cyrus, king of Persia, even until 
the reign of Darius, king of Persia. And in the reign 
of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, wrote they 
unto him an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah 
and Jerusalem. 

And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mith- 
redath, Tabeel, and the rest of their companions, unto 
Artaxerxes, king of Persia ; and the writing of the letter 
was written in the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the 
Syrian tongue. Rehum, the chancellor, and Shimshai, 
the scribe, wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxer- 
xes, the king, in this sort : (Then wrote Rehum, the chan- 
cellor, and Shimshai, the scribe, and the rest of their 
companions ; the Dinaites, the Apharsathchites, the Tar- 
pelites, the ApRarsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, 
the Susanehites, the Dehavites, and the Elamites, and 
the rest of the nations whom the great and noble Asnap- 
per brought over, and set in the cities of Saraarja, and 
the rest that are on this side the river, and at such a 
time.) 

This is the copy of the letter that they sent unto him, 
even unto Artaxerxes, the king : Thy servants, the men 
on this side the river, and at such a time. Be it known 
unto the king, that the Jews which came up from thee 
to us are come unto Jerusalem, building the rebellious 
and bad city, and have set up the walls thereof, and join- 
ed the foundations. Be it known now unto the king, that, 
if this city be builded, and the walls set up again , then 
will they not pay toll, tribute, and custom, and so thou 
shalt endamage the revenue of the kings. Now, because 
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we have maintenance from the Icing's palace, and it was 
not meet for us to see the king’s dishonor, therefore have 
we sent and certified the king ; that search may be made 
in the book of the records of thy fathers : so shalt thou 
find in the book of the records, and know that this city 
is a rebellious city and hurtful unto kings and provinces, 
and that they have moved sedition within the same of 
old time : for which cause was this city destroyed. We 
certify the king, that, if this city be builded again , and 
the walls set up, by this means thou shalt have no por- 
tion on this side the river. 

Then sent the king an answer unto Rehum, the chan- 
cellor, and to Shimshai, the scribe, and to the rest of 
their companions that dwell in Samaria, and unto the 
rest beyond the river, Peace and at such a time. The 
letter which ye sent unto us hath been plainly read 
before me. And I commanded, and search hath been 
made, and it is found that this city of old time hath 
made insurrection against kings, and that rebellion 
and sedition have been made therein. There have been 
mighty kings also over Jerusalem, which have ruled over 
all countries beyond the river ; and toll, tribute, and cus- 
tom, was paid unto them. Give ye now commandment 
to cause these men to cease, and that this city be not 
builded, until another commandment shall be given from 
me. Take heed now that ye fail not to do this ; why 
should damage grow to the hurt of the kings 1 

Now, when the copy of king Artaxerxes’ letter was 
read before Rehum, and Shimshai, the scribe, and their 
companions, they went up in haste to Jerusalem unto 
the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power. 
Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at 
Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the 
reign of Darius, king of Persia. 
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SECOND LESSON. 

Josephus informs us, that Darius, while he was a pri- 
vate man, made a vow to God, that if ever he came to 
the throne, he would send all the holy vessels which 
were at Babylon back again to Jerusalem : and it hap- 
pened about the time of his accession, that Zerubbabel, 
who was a prince or governor of the Jewish captives, 
came from Jerusalem to Darius, as well to solicit his 
protection against ‘their adversaries on the side of the 
river, as to watch a suitable opportunity of endeavoring 
to persuade the king to fulfil his promise. He had long 
been known to Darius, as a man of great judgment and 
understanding, and was, therefore, on his arrival, receiv- 
ed into the king’s confidence and put into a particular 
trust, with two other distinguished officers, as his con- 
stant attendants. Darius, in the first year of his reign, 
gave a splendid and magnificent entertainment to the 
princes and nobility ; and after they had retired, finding 
himself unable to sleep, he fell into discourse with his 
three favorite officers, to whom he proposed certain ques- 
tions, telling them, at the same time, that he who should 
give the most reasonable and satisfactory answer should 
be clothed in purple, drink in a golden cup, wear a silken 
tiara, and a golden chain about his neck. He then pro- 
posed the following : Which is the greatest, the strength 
of wine, of the king, or of woman ? To this question 
the first answered that wine was the strongest ; the se- 
cond, that the king was the strongest ; and the third, 
(who was Zerubbabel,) than women were stronger, but 
above all things, truth beareth the victory. 
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The king, being forcibly struck with the addition 
which Zerubbabel had made to his question, ordered the 
princes and nobles to assemble on the following day, to 
hear the question debated. 


THIRD LESSON. 

On the following day, all the princes and nobles assem- 
bled, by the king’s order, to hear the proposed discus- 
sion. Having placed himself upon the royal seat of 
judgment, the king called upon them to make a public 
defence of their opinions ; whereupon the first began 
upon the strength of wine, as follows : 

“ O ye princes and rulers, how exceeding strong is 
wine ! it causeth all men to err that drink it : it maketh 
the mind of the king and the beggar to be all one ; of 
the bondman and the freeman, of the poor man and the 
rich ; it tumeth also every thought into jollity and mirth, 
so that a man remembereth neither sorrow nor debt ; it 
changeth and elevateth the spirits, and enliveneth the 
heavy hearts of the miserable. It maketh a man forget 
his brethren, and draw his sword against his best friends. 
O ye princes and rulers, is not wine the strongest, that 
forceth us to do these things V y 

Then began the second, upon the power of kings, and 
spoke as follows : “ It is beyond dispute, O princes and 
rulers, that God has made man master of all things 
under the sun ; to command them, to make use of them, 
and apply them to his service as he pleases ; but whereas 
men have only dominion over other sublunary creatures, 
kings have an authority even over men themselves, and 
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a right of ruling them, by will and pleasure. Now, he 
that is master of those who are masters of all things 
else, hath no earthly thing above him. 9 ’ 

Then began Zerubbabel upon the power of women, 
and of truth, and spake as follows: u O princes and 
rulers, the force of wine is not to be denied; neither is 
that of kings, that unites so many men in one common 
allegiance ; but the supereminency of women is yet 
above all this; for kings are but the gifts of women, 
and they are also the mothers of those that cultivate our 
vineyards. Women have the power to make us aban- 
don our very country and relations, and many times to 
forget the best friends we have in the world, and forsake 
all other comforts to live and die with them. But when 
all is said, neither they, nor wine, nor kings, are compa- 
rable to the almighty force of truth. As for all other 
things, they are mortal and transient, but truth alone is 
unchangeable and everlasting; the benefits we receive 
from it are subject to no variations or vicissitudes of 
time and fortune. In her judgment is no unrighteous- 
ness, and she is the wisdom, strength, beauty, power, and 
majesty of all ages. Blessed be the God of Truth . 99 

When Zerubbabel had finished speaking, the princes 
and rulers cried out, “ Great is truth, and mighty above 
all things.” Then said the king to Zerubbabel, “ Ask 
what thou wilt, and I will give it thee, because thou art 
found the wisest among thy companions." 

Then said he to Darius, “ O king, remember thy vow 
which thou hast vowed, to build Jerusalem in the day 
when thou shouldst come to thy kingdom, and to restore 
the holy vessels which were taken away out of Jerusa- 
lem. 
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Thou hast also vowed to build up the Temple which 
was burned when Judah was made desolate by the Chal- 
dees. And now, 0 king, this is that I desire of thee, 
that thou make good the vow, the performance whereof 
with thine own mouth thou hast vowed to the King of 
Heaven.” 

Then Darius, the king, stood up and embraced him, 
and gave him passports and letters to his governors and 
officers, that they should safely .convey, both him and 
those who should go with him, to Jerusalem; and that 
they should not be delayed or hindered from building 
the City and Temple, until they should be finished. He 
also restored all the holy vessels remaining in his posses- 
sion, that had been taken from Jerusalem, when the 
children of Israel were carried away captive to Babylon 
and restored by Cyrus. 


FOURTH LESSON. 

Nehemiah — Chap, iv., v. 7 — 20. 

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, 
and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdo- 
dites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, 
and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they 
were very wroth, and conspired all of them together to 
come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. 
Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set 
a watch against them day and night, because of them. 
And Judah said, The strength of the bearers of burdens 
is decayed, and there is much rubbish : so that we are 
not able to build the wall. And our adversaries said, 
They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the 
midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work 
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to cease. And it came to pass that when the Jews 
which dwelt by them came, they said unto us teh times, 
From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will 
be upon you . 

Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, 
and on the higher places, I even set the people after 
their families, with their swords, their spears, and their 
bows. And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the 
nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, 
Be not ye afraid of them : remember the Lord, which 
is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your 
sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses. 
And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it 
was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel 
to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every 
one unto his work. And it came to pass, from that time 
forth, that the half of my servants wrought in the work, 
and the other half of them held both the spears, the 
shields, and the bows, and the habergeons ; and the 
rulers were behind all the house of Judah. They which 
builded on the wall, and they that bear burdens, with 
those that laded, every one with one of his hands 
wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a 
weapon. For the builders, every one had his sword 
girded by his side, and so builded : and he that sounded 
the trumpet was by me. And I said unto the nobles, 
and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, The 
work is great and large, and we are . separated upon the 
wall, one far from another. In what place therefore ye 
hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye hither unto us : 
our God 'shall fight for us. 


Ezra — Chapter v. 

Then the prophets, Haggai, the prophet, and Zecha- 
riah,. the son of Id do, prophesied mi to the Jews that 
were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God 
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of Israel, even unto them. Then rose up Zerubbabel, 
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, 
and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusa- 
lem : and with them were the prophets of God helping 
them. 

At the same time came to them, Tatnai, governor on 
this side of the river, and Shetharboznai, and their com- 
panions, and said thus unto them, Who hath command- 
ed you to build this house, and to make up this wall ? 
Then said we unto them after this manner, What are 
the names of the men that make this building? But 
the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, 
that they could not cause them to cease, till the matter 
came to Darius : and then they returned answer by let- 
ter concerning this matter . 

The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor on this 
side the river, and Shetharboznai, and his companions, 
the Apharsachites, which were on this side the river, sent 
unto Darius the king; — They sent a letter unto him, 
wherein was written thus; unto Darius, the king, all 
peace. — Be it known unto the king, that we went into 
the province of Judea, to the house of the great God, 
which is builded with great stones, and timber is laid in 
the walls, and this work goeth fast on, and prospereth in 
their hands. — Then asked we those elders, and said unto 
them thus, Who commanded you to build this house, 
and to make up these walls? — We asked their names 
also, to certify thee, that we might write the names of 
the men that were ‘the chief of them. And thus they 
returned us answer, saying, We are the servants of the 
God of heaven and earth, and build the house that was 
builded these many years ago, which a .great king of 
Israel builded and set up. But after that our fathers 
had provoked the God of heaven unto wrath, he gave 
them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of 
Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this house, and 
carried the people away into Babylon. But in the first 
year of Cyrus, the king of Babylon, the same king 
Cyrus made a decree to build this house of God. And 
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the vessels also of gold and silver of the house of God, 
which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple that was 
in Jerusalem, and brought them into the temple of Baby- 
lon, those did Cyrus, the king, take out of the temple of 
Babylon, and they were delivered unto one whose name 
was Sheshbazzar, whom he had made governor; and 
said unto him, Take these vessels, go carry them into 
the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of 
God be builded in his place. Then came the same 
Sheshbazzar, and laid the foundation of the house of 
God, which is in Jerusalem : and since that time even 
until now hath it been in building, and yet it is not finish- 
ed. Now, therefore, if it seem good to the king, let 
there be search made in the king’s treasure-house, which 
is there at Babylon, whether it be so , that a decree was 
made of Cyrus, the king, to build this house of God at 
Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasure to us con- 
cerning this matter. 


Ezra — Chap, vi., v. 1 — 15. 

Then Darius, the king, made a decree, and search was 
made in the house of the rolls, where the treasures were 
laid up in Babylon. And there was found at Achmeta, 
in the palace that is in the province of the Medes, a roll, 
and therein was a record thus written ; In the first year 
of Cyrus, the king, the same Cyrus, the king, made a 
decree concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, Let 
the house be builded, the place where they offered 
sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be strongly 
laid ; the height thereof, threescore cubits : and the 
breadth thereof, threescore cubits : with three rows of 
great stones, and a row of new timber ; and let the ex- 
penses be given out of the king’s house : and also let the 
golden and silver vessels of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of the temple which is at 
Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be restored, and 
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brought again into the temple which is at Jerusalem* 
every one to his place, and take them in the house of God. 
Now, therefore , Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shethar- 
boznai, and your companions, the Apharsachites, which 
are beyond the river, be ye far from thence: let the 
work of this house of God alone ; let the governor of 
the Jews, and the elders of the Jews, build this house of 
God in his place. Moreover, I make a decree what ye 
shall do to the elders of these Jews, for the building of 
this house of God : that of the king’s goods, even of the 
tribute beyond the river, forthwith expenses be given 
unto these men, that they be not hindered. And that 
which they have need of, both young bullocks, and rams, 
and lambs, for the burnt offerings of the God of heaven, 
wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the appointment 
of the priests which are at Jerusalem, let it be given 
them day by day without fail : That they may offer sac- 
rifices of sweet savors unto the God of heaven, and pray 
for the life of the king, and of his sons. Also, I have 
made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, let 
timber be pulled down from his house, and being set up, 
let him be hanged thereon ; and let his house be made a 
dunghill for this. And the God that hath caused his 
name to dwell there, destroy all kings and people, that 
shall put to their hand to alter and to destroy this house 
of God, which is at Jerusalem. I, Darius, have made a 
decree ; let it be done with speed. 

Then, Tatnai, governor on this side the river Shethar- 
boznai, and their companions, according to that which 
Darius, the king, had sent, so they did speedily. And 
the elders of the Jews build ed, and they prospered 
through the prophesying of Haggai, the prophet, and 
Zechariah, the son of Iddo. And they builded and fin- 
ished it, according to the commandment of the God of 
Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and 
Darius, and Artaxerxes, king of Persia. 
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ORDER OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. 

This Religious and Military Order, whose virtues and 
prowess emblazon the historical page, and the memory 
of whose unmerited persecution will evoke the tribute 
of a sigh from every generous breast, originated at Jeru- 
salem, in the beginning of the 12th century. 

In the early ages of the Christian church, a holy ven- 
eration for the scenes which had been consecrated by the 
sufferings and death of the founder of our religion, led 
thousands of pious pilgrims to visit Jerusalem, for the 
purpose of offering up their devotions at the sepulchre 
of the Lord. To such a height did this religious enthu- 
siasm arrive, that in 1064, not less than seven thousand 
pilgrims assembled from all parts of Europe around the 
tomb of Christ. At a time when the facilities of inter- 
course which now exist, were unknown, the journey must 
have always been attended with difficulties and dangers, 
to which the youthful, the aged, and the infirm, must 
often have been sacrificed. But when Palestine was 
conquered by the Arabs, and the land of pilgrimage be- 
came infested by hordes of barbarous fanatics, inspired 
with the most intense hatred towards Christianity, these 
3* 
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difficulties and dangers were eminently increased. The 
tale of the sufferings inflicted on the pilgrims by the 
Musselmen, possessors of Jerusalem, excited in Europe 
an enthusiastic indignation, which led to the institution 
of the Crusades, wars undertaken solely for the purpose 
of recovering the Holy Land from the followers of Ma- 
hommet. In 1099, the city of Jerusalem was captured 
by the Crusaders, the consequence of which was an in- 
crease in the zeal of pilgrimage, which had been gather- 
ing intensity during its long suppression by the barbari- 
ties of the Turcomans. But, although the infidels had 
been driven out of Jerusalem, they had not been expel- 
led from Palestine, but still continued to infest the lofty 
mountains bordering the sea-coast, from whose inaccessi- 
ble strong-holds, they were wont to make incursions into 
the roads surrounding the holy city, and pillage every 
unguarded traveller. 

To protect the pious pilgrims thus exposed to plunder 
and death, nine noble Knights, who had previously dis- 
tinguished themselves at the seige of Jerusalem, (of 
whose names two only remain on record, viz. : Hugh de 
Payens, and Godfry Ad el man,) united in a brotherhood, 
and bound themselves by a solemn compact to aid one 
another in clearing the highways of infidels and robbers, 
and in protecting the pilgrim through the passes and 
defiles of the mountains to the Holy City.* These 
Knights called themselves the “Poor Fellow Soldiers of 
Jesus Christ.” They were encouraged by Baldwin, king 
of Jerusalem, who, in 1118, assigned them and their 
companions a place of retreat in a Christian church, called 

* The Knights Templars, by C. G. Addison, Esq., of the Inner 
Temple, London, 1842, p. 6. 
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the Church of the Holy Temple, which had been erected 
by the Emperor J ustinian, within the site on which the 
Temple of Solomon had been located on Mount Moriah, 
and adjacent to the Temple which had been built by' the 
Caliph Omar. Thenceforth, they assumed the title of 
“ Poor Fellow Soldiers of Christ, and of the Temple of 
Solomon,”* and were subsequently called “ Templars” 
or “ Chevaliers of the Temple,” from the name of the 
church in which they dwelt at Jerusalem. 

The views of the Order now became more extensive, 
and they added to their profession of protecting poor 
pilgrims, that of defending the kingdom of Jerusalem 
and the whole eastern Church from the attacks of infi- 
dels. Hugh de Payens was chosen by the Knights, their 
leader, under the title of the “ Master of the Temple.” 
Their name and reputation spread rapidly through 
Europe, and many of the nobles of the west, who had 
visited Palestine, as pilgrims, aspired to become mem- 
bers of the Order. In 1128, they received a rule or 
system of regulations from the Pope, which had been 
drawn expressly for them, by St. Bernard. In the same 
year, Hugh de Payens visited various parts of Europe, 
and received from different princes and nobles, many 
liberal donations of land and money. In England, espe- 
cially, where the amount granted was large, he estab- 
lished a branch of the Order, placing a Knight Templar 
at its head, as his procurator and vicegerent, with the 
title of Prior of the Temple. As the English domains 
became enlarged, this title was successively changed to 
that of Grand Prior, and then to that of Master of the 
Temple in England. At this time the rule of St. Ber- 

* 11 Pauperea Commilitioncs Christi ot Templi Salomonis.’ 7 
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nard, which had been adopted for their government, pre- 
scribed to them a dress, consisting of a white mantle, 
“ that those,” as the rule expressed it, “ who have cast 
behind them a dark life, may know, that they are to 
commend^ themselves to their Creator, by a pure and 
white life.”* To this, Pope Eugenius, some years after- 
wards, added a red cross, as a symbol of martyrdom. 
Their banner was half black, half white, called Beauseant, 
“ that is to say, in the Gallic tongue, Bien-sant (well be - 
coming,) because they are fair and favorable to the 
friends of Christ, but black and terrible to his enemies.”f 
Incited by the example of the Knights Templars, 
about the year 1118, the Hospitallers also took up the 
profession of arms, in addition to their original charita- 
ble profession, occupying themselves at one time in 
attending upon the sick, and at others in acts of hostility 
against the Turks and Saracens. Both Orders flourished 
and increased daily ; but that of the Templars, although 
the youngest of the two, having from its commence- 
ment been wholly employed in the profession of arms, 
was by many regarded the most honorable ; and there- 
fore, many noblemen, princes, and persons of the high- 
est distinction, who thought the service of tending the 
sick too servile an employment, entered themselves 
among the Knights Templars , in preference to the other 
Order. The two Orders, for years, generally fought side 
by side, and as well by themselves as in conjunction 
with the troops of the Crusades, won many battles, and 
performed prodigies of valor. The emulation, however, 
which subsisted between them, often occasioned warm 

* Regula, cap. xx. 

t James do Vitry, Hist. Hierosol. 
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disputes, which soon rose to such a height that frequent 
skirmishes were occasioned between detached parties of 
the two Orders. This caused the Pope and the respec- 
tive Grand Masters to interfere, who in a great measure, 
suppressed these quarrels ; but the Knights of the dif- 
ferent Orders ever afterward continued to view each 
other with jealous eyes. 

Sometime after these difficulties were thus partially 
suppressed, the Turks assembled a great force and drove 
the whole of the Christians out of Palestine. The last 
fortress of which they retained possession, that of St. 
John D’Acre, was long and bravely defended by the 
Knights Templars. The Turks at length compelled three 
hundred Knights, being all that remained of the garri- 
son, to take refuge in a strong tower, to which also the 
women fled for safety. The Turks immediately com- 
menced undermining it, which they in a short time so 
effectually accomplished, that the Knights saw that in 
oase they any longer resisted they must all inevitably 
perish. They therefore capitulated, stipulating, among 
other things, that the honor of the women should not be 
violated. Upon this, the tower being opened, the Turks 
marched in ; but, in total breach of the terms of capitu- 
lation, they immediately began to offer violence to the 
women. The enraged Knights instantly drew their 
swords, hewed in pieces all the Turks who had entered, 
shut the gates against those who remained without, and 
resigned themselves to inevitable death, which they soon 
met, the undermined tower falling upon their heads. 

After this "defeat, the two Orders found an asylum in 
the island of Cyprus, whence, after some time, the 
Knights Templars, finding their numbets so diminished 
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as to leave no hopes of effecting anything towards the 
recovery of the Holy Land, without new crusades, (which 
the Christian princes did not seem inclined to set on 
foot,) returned to their different commanders in the 
various parts of Christendom. 

From this time the two Orders separated, the Hos- 
pitallers remaining a while at Cyprus, whence they af- 
terwards went to Rhodes and thence to Malta, which 
name they then assumed — and the Templars dispersing 
themselves throughout Europe, but still enjoying princely- 
revenues and extreme wealth. Indeed, such was the 
respect and favor which their valorous exploits, chari- 
table deeds, and personal virtues procured them, such 
the rewards which they received from the Popes, pious 
princes and nobles of Europe, and such the tokens of 
gratitude which were bestowed upon them by those 
opulent pilgrims who in the moments of distress had 
received their kind assistance, that the accumulations 
of the Knights Templars in every kingdom of Europe, 
but particularly in E ranee, often exceeded those of the 
secular princes. Dugdale estimates their income, in 
1185, to have been the enormous annual sum of six 
millions sterling. But in the beginning of the 14th 
century, the avarice of Philip the Fair, and the weak- 
ness and perfidy of Clement V., conspired to give a 
blow to their Order from which it never recovered, as 
will appear after a brief survey of the Order during the 
most prosperous period of its existence. 

. The Order of the Temple in the 12th century was 
divided into three classes, Knights, Priests, and Serving 
Brethren. Every candidate for admission into the first 
class must have received the honor of Knighthood in 
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due form, and according to the laws of chivalry ; conse- 
quently the Knights Templars were all men of noble 
birth. The second class or the Priests were nqf origi- 
nally a part of the Order, but by the Bull of Pope 
Alexander, known as the Bull omne datum optimum , it 
was ordained that they might be admitted, to enable 
the Knights more commodiously to hear divine service, 
and to receive the sacraments. Serving Brothers, like 
the Priests, were not a part of the primitive institution. 
They owed their existence to the increasing prosperity 
and luxury of the Order. 

Over this society, thus constituted, was placed a pre- 
siding Officer, with the title of Grand Master. His 
power, though great, was limited. He was in war, the 
commander-in-chief of all the forces of the Temple. In 
his hands was placed the whole patronage of the Order, 
and as the vicegerent of the Pope, he was the spiritual 
head and bishop of the clergy belonging to the society. 
He was, however, much controlled and guided by the 
chapter, without whose consent, he was never permitted 
to draw out or expend the money of the Order. 

The Grand Master resided originally at Jerusalem ; 
afterwards, when that city was lost, at Acre, and finally 
at Cyprus. His duty always required him to be in the 
Holy Land, he consequently never resided in Europe. 
He was elected for life from among the knights in the 
following manner. On the death of the Grand Master, 
a Grand Prior was chosen to administer the affairs of 
the Order until a successor could be elected. When 
the day which had been appointed for the electibn 
arrived, the chapter usually assembled at the chief seat 
of the Order \ three or more of the most esteemed 
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knights were then proposed, the Grand Prior collected 
the votes, and he who had received the greatest number 
was nominated to be the Electing Prior. An assistant 
was then associated with him in the person of another 
knight. These two remained all night in the chapel 
engaged in prayer. In the morning, they chose two 
others, and these four, two more, and so on, until the 
number of twelve, (that of the Apostles) had been 
selected. The twelve then selected a Chaplain. The 
thirteen then proceeded to vote for a Grand Master, 
who was elected by a majority of the votes. When 
the election was completed, it was announced to the 
assembled brethren, and when all had promised obe- 
dience, the Prior, if the person was present, said to him, 
“ In the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, we have chosen, and do choose thee, Brother N., 
to be our Master.” Then, turning to the brethren, he 
said, “Beloved Sirs and Brethren, give thanks unto 
God ; behold here our Master.”* 

The remaining officers were as follows: a Marshal, 
who was charged with the execution of the military 
arrangements on the field of battle ; the Prior of J eru- 
safem, called the Grand Preceptor of the Temple, who 
was the Treasurer of the Order, and had charge of all 
the receipts and expenditure ; the Draper who had the 
care of the clothing department, and distributed the gar- 
ments to all the brethren; the Standard-Bearer who 
bore the glorious Beauseant to the field ; the Turcopilar, 
the commander of a body of light horse called Turco- 
poles, who were employed as skirmishers and light 
cavalry; and lastly, the Guardian of the Chapel, to 
* See N. Am. Quart. Mag. vol. vii., p. 828. 
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whom was entrusted the care of the portable chapel, 
which was always carried by the Templars into the 
field* 

Each province of the Order had a Grand Prior, who 
was in it the representative of the Grand Master ; and 
each house was governed by a Prior or Preceptor, who 
commanded its Knights in time of war, and presided 
over its chapter in peace. 

The mode of reception into the Order, is described to 
have been exceedingly solemn. A novitiate was en- 
joined by the canons; though practically, it was in 
general dispensed with. The candidate was received in 
a chapter assembled in the chapel of the Order, all 
strangers being rigorously excluded. The Preceptor 
opened the business with an address to those present, 
demanding if they knew of any just cause or impedi- 
ment why the candidate should not be admitted. If no 
objection was made, the candidate was conducted into 
an adjacent chamber, where two or three of the Knights, 
placing before his view the tfgor and austerities of the 
Order, demanded if he still persisted in entering it. If 
he persisted, he was asked if he was married or be- 
trothed, had made a vow in any other Order, if he owed 
.more than he could pay, if he was of sound body, with- 
out any secret infirmity, and free. If his answers proved 
satisfactory, they left him and returned to the chapter, 
and the Preceptor again asked, if any one had anything 
to say against his being received. If all were silent, he 
asked if they were willing to receive him. On their 
assenting, the candidate was led in by the Knights who 

* This list is given on the authority of Addison. Other writers 
vary slightly in the names and number of these officers. 
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had questioned him, aud who had now instructed him 
in the mode of asking admission. He advanced, and 
kneeling before the Preceptor with folded hands, said : 
“Sir, I am come before God, and before you and the 
•brethren ; and I pray and beseech you, for the sake of 
God, to receive me into your society and the good 
works of the Order, as one who, all his life long, will 
be the servant and slave of the Order.” The Precep- 
tor then inquired of him if he had well considered all 
the trials and difficulties which awaited him in the Or- 
der, adjured him on the Holy Evangelists to speak the 
truth, then put to him the questions which had already 
been asked of him in the preparation room, further in- 
quiring if he was a knight, and the son of a knight and 
a gentlewoman, and if he was a priest. He then asked 
him the following questions : “ Do you promise obe- 
dience, as long as you live, to the Master of the Tem- 
ple, and the Prior who shall be set over you ; do you 
promise chastity of the body ; do you further promise 
a strict compliance witk the laudable customs and 
usages of the Order now in force; and such as the 
Master and knights may hereafter add ; will you fight 
for and defend with all your might, the holy land of 
Jerusalem, and never quit the Order but with the con- 
sent .of the Master and chapter ; and lastly, do you 
agree, that you will never see a Christian unjustly de- 
prived of his inheritance, nor be aiding in such a 
deed ?” The answers to all these questions being given 
in the affirmative, in the most solemn manner, the Pre- 
ceptor then acknowledged his reception to all the good 
works of the Order, which had been performed from 
the beginning and would be performed to the end, like- 
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wise of his father, his mother, and all those of his 
fbmily whom he should let participate therein. “ So 
you,” continued the Preceptor, “ in like manner receive 
us to all the good works which you have performed and 
will perform. We assure you of bread and water, the 
poor clothing of the Order, and labor and toil enow.” 
The Preceptor then took the white mantle, with its 
ruddy cross, placed it about his neck* and bound it fast. 
The Chaplain repeated the 132d Psalm, “ Behold how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity ;” and the prayer of the Holy Spirit, “ Deus 
qui cordd fidelium each brother repeated a prayer, 
and the Preceptor and Chaplain kissed the candidate. 
He then placed himself at the feet of the Preceptor, 
who exhorted him to peace and charity, to chastity, 
obedience, humility and piety, and so the ceremony 
was ended.* 

But to resume the history of the Order. From the 
time of Hugh de Payens to that of James de Molay, 
the Templars continued to be governed by a succession 
of the noblest and bravest knights of which the chivalry 
of Christendom could boast. They continued to in- 
crease in power, in fame and in wealth ; and thus inde- 
pendent in their circumstances and fatigued with those 
unsuccessful struggles against the infidels which they had 
maintained with such manly courage, they returned to 
their native land to enjoy, in peace and quiet, the 
recompense of their toils. But, like all men who are 
suddenly transported from danger and fatigue to opu- 
lence and ease, many of the Templars deviated from 
that virtuous course which they had hitherto pursued, 

* N. Am. Quart. Mag. ut 8v$ra. 
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and indulged too freely in those luxuries and fashionable 
amusements to which they were invited by opulence, 
and impelled by inactivity. Thus, from the indiscre- 
tions of a few, did the Knights Templars lose a con- 
siderable share of those honors and that celebrity which 
they had long enjoyed. But this relaxation of discipline 
and attachment to luxurious indolence, were the only 
crimes of which the Templars were guilty ; and to men 
of honor and spirit like them, the forfeiture of popu- 
larity, which was the consequence of their apostacy, 
would be a sufficient punishment. This, however, was 
not the sentiment of Philip the Fair, and he soon found 
a pretence for the exhibition of his ambitious and avari- 
cious spirit by the most unjust and revengeful proceed- 
ings against the Order. In his celebrated controversy 
with Pope Boniface VIII., in the beginning of the 14th 
century, as Vertot observes, the Templars had, as was 
usual with them, sided with the Pontiff and opposed the 
king. This conduct, Philip, partly from a revengeful 
disposition, and partly from the hope of gaining posses- 
sion of the vast wealth of the Knights, never could for- 
give, but formed thenceforward the design of sup- 
pressing the Order whenever a proper opportunity 
should offer. This, however, did not occur till after 
the decease of Pope Boniface. 

Immediately after the death of the pontiff, the cardi- 
nals assembled to select his successor ; but party spi- 
rit ran so high in the conclave that there seemed no 
probability of filling the papal chair very speedily. At 
length, through the intrigues and machinations of the 
friends of Philip, the cardinals were induced to assent 
to the election of any priest whom he should recom- 
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mend. This was the darling object which the monarch 
had in view, which being accomplished, he immediately 
sent for ‘the archbishop of Bordeaux, whose ambition he 
well knew had no bounds, and communicated to him 
the power which he had received of nominating a per- 
son to the papal chair, and promised that he should be 
the person, provided he would engage to' perform six 
conditions. The archbishop greedily accepted the pro- 
posal, and forthwith took an oath on the sacrament to 
the faithful performance of the conditions. Philip at 
once disclosed to him five of these conditions, but re- 
served the sixth until the archbishop should be crowned 
pope. His coronation soon took place, and he assumed 
the name of Clement V. 

Vertot proceeds to say that a Templar and a citizen 
of Beziers, having been apprehended for some crime, 
rfnd committed together to a dungeon, for want of a 
priest confessed to each other ; that the citizen having 
heard the Templar’s confession, in order to save his own 
life, accused the Order to King Philip, charging them, 
on the authority of what his fellow prisoner had told 
him, with idolatry, sodomy, robbery and murder ; ad- 
ding, that the Templars being secretly Mahometans, 
each knight, at his admission into the Order, was 
obliged to renounce the Savior, and to spit upon the 
cross in token of his abhorrence of it. Philip, on hear- 
ing these accusations, pardoned the citizen and disclosed 
to the Pope his sixth condition — the suppression of the 
Order of Knights Templars. 

Clement, by Philip’s direction, wrote in June, 1306, 
to De Molay, the Grand Master, who was then at 
Cyprus, inviting him to come and consult with him on 
4* 
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some matters of great importance to the Order. De 
Molay obeyed the summons, and arrived in the begin- 
ning of 1307, at Paris, with sixty knights and a large 
amount of treasure. He was immediately imprisoned, 
and on the 13th of October following, under the pre- 
tence of discovering what degree of credit might be 
attached to the accusations which had been made 
against the Order, every knight in France was, by the 
secret orders of the King, arrested and put to the most 
excruciating tortures. Several of the knights, when 
extended on the rack, made every acknowledgment 
which their persecutors desired. But others retaining 
on this instrument of agony that fortitude and contempt 
of death which they had exhibited on the field, persisted 
in denying the crimes with which they were charged, 
and maintained with their latest breath the innocence 
of their Order. Many of those, even, who had tamely 
submitted to their persecutors, retracted those igno- 
minious confessions which the rack had extorted, and 
maintained their integrity in the midst of those flames 
which the barbarous Philip had kindled for their de- 
struction. On the 12th of May, 1310, fifty-four of the 
knights, were, after a mock trial, publicly burnt at 
Paris. The same vindictive and inhuman spirit was 
exhibited in the other provinces of France and the other 
nations of Europe. They bore their sufferings with un- 
paralled fortitude ; and the only murmurs which parted 
from their lips, were those which expressed their an- 
guish and remorse that they had in the hour of pain 
betrayed the interest of their Order, and confessed 
themselves guilty of crimes unworthy of a Templar and 
a man. 
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But the atrocious scene was yet to come which was 
to complete the ruin of the Templars and satiate the 
vengeance of their enemies. Their Grand Master, Mo- 
lay, and other dignitaries of the Order still survived : 
and though they had made the most submissive acknow- 
ledgments to their unrelenting persecutors, yet the 
influence which they had over the minds of the vulgar, 
and their connections with many of the princes of Eu- 
rope, rendered them formidable and dangerous to their 
oppressors. In order, therefore, that these might not 
restore union to their dismembered party, and inspire 
them with courage to revenge the murder of their com- 
panions, and that they might not live to prove the inno- 
cence of their Order and the vile motives of Philip in 
persecuting them, the French monarch commanded the 
Grand Master and four of his brethren to be led out to 
a scaffold, erected for the purpose, and there to confess 
before the public the enormities of which their Order 
, had been guilty, and the justice of their punishment. If 
they adhered to their former confessions, a full pardon 
was promised to them ; but if they persisted in main- 
taining their innocence, they were threatened with de- 
struction on a pile of wood which the executioners had 
erected in their view to awe them into compliance. 
While the multitude w r ere standing round in awful 
expectation, ready from the words of the prisoners to 
justify or condemn their king, the venerable Molay, 
with a cheerful and undaunted countenance,, advanced 
in chains to the edge of the scaffold, and in a firm and 
impressive tone thus addressed the spectators: — “It is 
but just, that in this terrible day, and in the last mo- 
ments of my life, I lay open the iniquity of falsehood 
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and make truth to triumph. I declare, then, in the face 
of heaven and earth, and I confess, though to my eter- 
nal shame and confusion, that I have committed the 
greatest of crimes ; but it has been only in acknowledg- 
ing those that have been charged with so much virulence 
upon an Order, which truth obliges me to pronounce 
innocent. I made the first declaration they required of 
me, only to suspend the excessive tortures of the rack, 
and mollify those that made me endure them. ' I am 
sensible what torments they prepare for those that have 
courage to revoke such a confession. But the horrible 
sight which they present to my eyes, is not capable of 
making me confirm one lie by another. On a condition 
so infamous as that, I freely renounce life which is 
already but too odious to me. For what would it avail 
me to prolong a few miserable days, when I must owe them 
only to the blackest of calumnies.”* In consequence 
of this manly revocation, the Grand Master and his 
companions were hurried into the flames, where they 
retained that contempt of death which they had exhi- 
bited on former occasions. 

In the last act of a Historical Tragedy, performed on 
the French theatre, is narrated the destruction of the 
Order of Knights Templars in the words following : 

“ It now seemed a matter of great consequence to 
calm the minds of the people, who were shocked at the 
vast number of fires which had been lighted up for hu- 
man sacrifices in the several provinces of the kingdom ; 
and it behoved them, above all things, to convince the 
people of Paris that it was with justice that so many 

* Histoire dcs Chevaliers de Saint Jean de Jerusalem, par Abbe 
Vertot, tome ii. pp. 101, 102. 
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Templars had been condemned to be tnirnt alive, that 
they required these four chiefs of the Templars to make 
a public and sincere declaration of all the abuses and 
crimes committed by the Order, if they had a mind to 
save their lives, or expected that the Pope and King 
would keep their word with them. 

“Tor this purpose, a scaffold was erected in the Court 
before the Cathedral, and hither the prisoners were con- 
veyed by an armed force. Then one of the legates 
standing up, opened the dismal ceremony with a dis- 
course, wherein he enlarged upon all the impieties and 
abominations of which he said the Templars had been 
convicted by their own acknowledgment. And in order 
to leave the public no room for doubt, he called on the 
Grand Master and the other chiefs to renew, in the hear- 
ing of the people, the confessions which they had made 
of their crimes and errors. If they made this confession 
they were to be pardoned, but if they resisted they 
were to be executed. With a view of making sure their 
confessions, they erected a pile of wood near by the 
scaffold, that they might be burnt the moment they 
revoked their confessions. But when all eyes were 
intent on the scene, the Grand Master, shaking his 
chains, to their great surprise advanced, with a counte- 
nance full of resolution, to the edge of the sfeaffold. 
Then, raising his voice to be the better heard, ‘ It is but 
just,’ cries he, ‘ that on this terrible day, and in the last 
moments of my life, I lay open the iniquity of false- 
hood,’ &c. 

“The brother of the Dauphin de Viennois spoke next 
after the same manner, and with the strongest assevera- 
tions, bore testimony to the innocence of the Order. 
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Hie Legate, upon this occasion, did by no means gain 
the applause of the people ; but he soon had his revenge. 
The Grand Master and his companions were brought 
down from the scaffold, and the provost of Paris con- 
ducted them back to prison. 

“The King, who was revengeful m his nature, and 
looked upon the destruction of the Templars as his own 
work, being incensed at this recantation of the chiefs of 
the Order, caused them to be taken out on the same day 
to a little Isle of the Seine between the Prince’s garden 
and the Augustinian monastery, where he determined to 
have them burned. 

“ The Templars having arrived at the place of punish- 
ment, a herald proclaimed, in the King’s name, pardon 
and liberty for such of the Templars as would acknow- 
ledge the crimes of which they were accused. Neither 
the sight of the terrific apparatus of death, nor the tears 
and cries of their kindred, nor the prayers of their 
friends, were capable of moving one of their inflexible 
souls. In vain were employed the offers of the King’s 
pardon: allurement, entreaties, menaces, all became 
fruitless. 

“ The Grand Master courageously ascended the scaf- 
fold or pyre : the others followed, their countenances 
appearing quite serene and composed. 

“ During this awful contest between the natural feel- 
ings and divine grace, not even a sigh escaped from one 
of them ; and notwithstanding the torments they were 
suffering from such a horrible punishment, they dis- 
played an admirable firmness and constancy, calling 
upon the name of God , blessing him and taking him for 
witness of their innocence . 
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“The Grand Master, in the midst of that exquisite 
torture, manifested, even to the last moment, the same 
firmness that he had exhibited in the court of the Cathe- 
dral, and expressed himself nearly in the same manner. 
He repeated his protestations of the innocence of his 
Chevaliers ; but as to himself, he said, that he deserved 
to suffer for having allowed the contrary in the presence 
of the Pope and the King. At his last moment, when 
no other liberty was left him but that of speech, and he 
was almost stifled with the smoke, he cried aloud, 1 Oh 
Clement, thou unjust judge, and barbarous executioner, 
I summon thee to appear within forty days before the 
judgment seat of God.’ He likewise summoned the 
King to appear before the tribunal of the Most High 
within the term of one year. The death of both took 
place precisely within the time. 

“ All the people shed tears at the tragical spectacle of 
these holy knights. The two wretches who confessed to 
the citizens, and were the authors of this dreadful catas- 
trophe, perished soon afler : one was hanged for fresh 
crimes, and the other was assassinated by his enemies. 

“ Philip the Fair arid Clement V., as we have seen, 
perished the same year in which the Templars were 
burned. Enguerrand de Marigni, Prime Minister of 
Philip, and an active instrument for their destruction, 
shortly after died ignominiously upon the gibbet. 

“ ‘ If this be chance, it is wonderful ! but if the decree 
of God, let us revere.” 

In addition to these proceedings, Pope Clement, in 
the year 1312, issued his bull for the annihilation of the 
Order of Knights Templars, which he caused to be pub- 
lished throughout every country in Christendom. He at 
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the same time gave their possessions to the Knights of 
Malta, which appropriation of the Templars’ estates was 
assented to by most of the sovereigns of Europe ; and 
there is now extant among the English statutes, an act 
of Parliament, whereby, after setting forth that the order 
of Templars had been suppressed, their possessions in 
England are confirmed to the Knights of St. John. 

Vertot further relates that in Germany, the Pope 
having sent his bull for abolishing the order to the arch- 
bishop of Metey, when that prelate had assembled all 
his clergy, in order that the bull might be proclaimed 
with greater solemnity, they were suddenly surprised 
by the entry of Wallgruffer Count Sauvage, one of the 
principals of the order, attended by twenty other Tem- 
plars, arrayed in their regular habits and armed. The 
Count declared that he had not come to do violence ; 
but, having heard of the bull against his order, he came 
to insist that their appeal from that decree to the next 
council and the successor of Clement, should be received, 
read and published. The archbishop, deeming it inex- 
pedient to refuse the request of one attended by an 
armed force, granted it, and subsequently sent the 
appeal to the Pope, who ordered him to have it exam- 
ined in a council of his province. A synod was accord- 
ingly called, and, after a long trial and various formali- 
ties, which were then observed, the Templars of that 
province were declared innocent of the crimes charged 
upon them. Yet it does not appear that either their 
possessions or their government, as a distinct order, were 
restored ; but on the contrary, their estates in the Ger- 
man empire were divided between the Knights of Malta 
and the Teutonic Knights, to the first of which orders 
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many Knights Templars afterwards joined themselves, 
as appears altogether probable from the circumstance 
that while the habit of the Templars was without doubt 
originally white , they now distinguish themselves by the 
same color as the Nights of Malta, viz : black. This 
change cannot be accounted for in any other way than 
by an union with the Knights of that order. 

But notwithstanding the efforts of King Philip and 
the Pope, the Order of Templars was not annihilated. 
De Molay, in anticipation of his fate, appointed John 
Mark Lamienus as his successor in office, and from that 
time to the present, there has been a regular succession 
of Grand Masters. The following is a list of the names 
of these Grand Masters, and the date of their elections : 


1. Hugh de Payens, . 

. 1118. 

2. Robert of Burgundy, 

1139. 

3. Everard de Barri, . 

. 1147. 

4. Bernard de Trenellape, 

1151. 

5. Bertrand de Blanchefort, 

. 1154. 

6. Andrew de Montbar, 

1165. 

7. Philip of Naplus, . 

. 1169. 

8. Odo de St. Amand, . 

1171. 

9. Arnold de Troye, . 

. 1180. 

10. John Terricus, . 

1185. 

11. Gerard Ridefort, . 

. 1187. 

12. Robert Sablaeus, 

1191. 

13. Gilbert Gralius, . 

. 1196. 

14. Philip de Plessis, 

1201. 

15. William de Carnota, 

. 1217. 

16. Peter de Montagu, . 

1218. 

17. Armaud de Petragrossa, 

. 1229. 

18. Herman de Petragrorius, . 

1237. 
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19. William de Rupefort, . 

20. William de Sonnac, . 

21. Reginald Vichierius, 

22. Thomas Beraud, 

23. William de Beaujeau, . 

24. Theobald Gaudinius, 

25. James de Molay, . 

26. John Mark Lamienius, 

27. Thomas Theobald Alexandrinus, 

28. Arnold de Braque, . 

29. John de Claremont, 

30. Bertrand de Guesclin, 

31. John Arminiacus, . 

'32. Bernard Arminiacus, 

33. John Arminiacus, . 

34. John de Croy, . . 

35. Bernard Imbault, . 

36. Robert Senoncourt, . ' . 

37. Galeatius de Salazar, 

38. Philip Chabot, ... 

39. Gaspard de Jaltiaco Tavanensis, 

40. Henry de Montmorency, . 

41. Charles de Valois, 

42 James Ruxellius de Granceio, 

43. Due de Duras 

44. Philip, Duke of Orleans, . 

45. Due de Maine, 

46. Louis Henry Bourbon, 
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51. Sir Sidney Smith, . 
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In France the Order of Knights Templars still exists, 
and ranks among its members some of the most influen- 
tial noblemen of the kingdom. In Portugal the name 
of the Order has been changed to that of the “ Knights 
of Christ,” and its cross is frequently conferred by the 
government as the reward of distinguished merit. In 
England the Encampment of Baldwin, which was estab- 
lished at Bristol, by the Templars who returned with 
Richard I. from Palestine, still continues to hold its regu- 
lar meetings, and is believed to have preserved the 
ancient costume and ceremonies of the Order. This 
Encampment, with another at Bath, and a third at York, 
constituted the three original Encampments of England. 
From these have emanated the existing Encampments 
in the British Islands and in the United States, so that 
the Order as it now exists, in Britain and America, is a 
lineal descendant of the Ancient Order. 

It would be useless, as Lawrie justly observes, to at- 
tempt to prove that the Order of Templars is a branch 
of Free Masonry. This fact has been invariably acknow- 
ledged by Masons themselves, and none have been more 
zealous to establish it than the enemies of the Order. 
The former admitted the fact not only because it was 
honorable to themselves, but because it was true ; — the - 
latter have supported it ' because by the aid of a little 
sophistry they hoped to employ it to the disgrace of the 
Order. 

Although the professed object of this association was 
to protect those Christian pilgrims whose mistaken zeal 
had led them to the Holy City, yet it is beyond a doubt 
that its chief and primary intention was to practice and 
preserve the rites and mysteries of Freemasonry . We 
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know at least that the Knights Templars not only pos- 
sessed the mysteries but performed the ceremonies and 
inculcated the duties of Freemasonry, and it is equally 
certain that the practicing of these rites could Contribute 
nothing to the protection of the Roman Catholic Pil- 
grims. Had the Templars publicly avowed the real ob- 
ject of the institution, instead of that favor and honor 
which they so long enjoyed, they would at once have 
experienced the animosity and vengeance of the Popish 
Church. But as they were stimulated by a sincere re- 
gard for her religion, and by a decided abhorrence of the 
infidel professors of Judea, it was never once supposed 
that they transacted any other business, at their secret 
meetings, than that which concerned the regulation of 
their Order, the advancement of the Romish Church, and 
the extirpation of its enemies. 

From this short and imperfect account of the origin 
and relentless persecution of the Knights Templars, the 
reader will be enabled to understand the merits of the 
question respecting the innocence of that order, which 
we will here consider. Many contemporary writers were 
too much influenced by party spirit and religious zeal, 
to deserve any regard in this investigation. All those 
writers,* however, who are generally deemed impar- 
tial historians, have, without hesitation, pronounced 
them innocent of the crimes laid to their charge. In the 
decision of these historians, the public had in general ac- 
quiesced, till their sentiments were unsettled by the bold 
pretensions and the sophistical reasoning of Barruel. 

* Among these we may reckon Hume, History of England, vol. 
2, p. 878. Henry, History of Britain, vol. 8, p. 43, and Vertot, ut 
mipra. 
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In order to form an impartial judgment in a case like 
this, it is necessary to be acquainted with the motives 
and character of the accusers, and with the benefits 
which might accrue to them and the judges, by the pun- 
ishment or liberation of the accused. In the case before 
us, the accusers had been disgraced and imprisoned by 
the accused, for their villany and crimes. Their chief 
prosecutor and judge was actuated by motives of ava- 
rice and private resentment ; and many rival orders pro- 
pagated with asiduity the slanders of the accusers. ' Such 
were the motives and prospects of their judges and ac- 
cusers. Let us now attend to the accusations which 
were brought against them. Did they perpetrate mur- 
der upon any of their fellow citizens ? This was never 
laid to their charge. Did they purloin any man’s trea- 
sures? Of theft they were never accused. Did they 
instigate to rebellion the subjects of any government, or 
plot destruction against the person of any king ? Under 
such a character they were never known, till Barruel 
called them traitors and regicides ; because, forsooth, it 
was his opinion, that their successors, the Free-Masons 
in France, were accessory to the murder of their King. 
What then were their crimes ? It was said that they 
burnt their own infants ! and yet an instance was never 
produced, in which the child of a Templar had disap- 
peared, and in which the tenderness of a mother, as 
would certainly have happened, remonstrated against the 
murder of her child. They were said to.have committed 
upon one another the most unnatural of all crimes ! and 
yet no individual produced a specific instance which he 
could corroborate by indubitable proof. They were ac- 
cused of insulting the cross of Christ ; and yet they had 
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shed their blood in defence of his religion. Of crimes 
like these, one may conceive a depraved individual to 
have been guilty ; but to believe that a respectable fra- 
ternity, consisting of thousands of members, could be 
capable of such enormities, requires a degree of faith to 
which the most credulous will scarcely attain. 

The most formidable, and indeed the only plausible 
argument by which Barruel supported his opinions, is 
drawn from the confession of the Templars. He main- 
tains that the avowals of the Knights were free from com- 
pulsion, and that no set of men could be so base as to 
accuse their brethren of crimes, of which they believed 
themselves to be entirely innocent. But the fallacy of 
his reasoning will appear from the slightest reflection. 
It is an undoubted fact, that when an avowal must be 
made, men are more ready to accifse themselves of 
crimes of which they have never been guilty than to con- 
fess those which they have actually committed. When 
a man confesses himself guilty of a crime which he has 
really perpetrated, he is exposed, not only to the re- 
proaches of his own conscience, but to those of the world ; 
and should he at any time retract his confessions, he 
must be aware that every subsequent enquiry would 
only confirm the truth of his first deposition. But when 
a man, from a principle of fear, acknowledges the truth 
of accusations with which he has been unjustly loaded, a 
sense of his integrity and innocence supports him under 
the opprobrium of the world, and he is conscious that 
his character will be vindicated by every investigation, 
and that the confession which he himself made, may at 
any time be proved to have been the offspring of neces- 
sity. Such undoubtedly were the feelings by which the 
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Templars were actuated.* But we do not come at this 
conclusion from speculative principles alone ; there are, 
fortunately, some historical facts which furnish evidence 
to support our belief. About the commencement of the 
whole affair, Molay, the Grand Master of the Order, had 
been examined at Paris. Prom the causes which we 
have already explained, but particularly from a dread 
of those torments, to which an obstinate avowal of his 
innocence would expose him, he made every confession 
which his persecuters demanded; but he at the same 
time transmitted circular letters to an immense number 
of his brethren, requesting them to make the same con- 
fessions with himself ;f for it was only by submissive 
conduct that they could hope to disarm the fury of their 
enemies, and avert the blow which was threatened to 
their order. Agreeably to the request of Molay, many 
of the Templars made the same acknowledgments ; while 
others, whose morality was more inflexible, and whose 
courage was more undaunted, disclaimed to do evil that 
good might come, and persevered unto death in the 
avowal of their own innocence, and that of their own or- 
der. Molay, however, and those Knights who had fol- 
lowed his example, soon perceived, that though their sub- 
missions had protected them from injury as individuals, 
they had, nevertheless, rather inflamed the rage of Philip 
against the order ; and being now convinced that their 
acknowledgments of guilt had produced an effect oppo- 

* The same principle may be seen illustrated in the trials for witch- 
craft in New England : vide Hutchinson’s History of Massachusetts, 
vol. 2, pp. 37, 88 . — Editor. 

t Histoires des Chevaliers Hospitaliers, par Abbe Vertot, tome 2. 

p. 86. 
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site to what they expected ; they boldly retracted their 
former avowals, and adopted that intrepid conduct of 
which we have already given a short account. 

Having thus endeavored to vindicate the character of 
our ancestors from the accusations of their enemies, it 
will be necessary to make a few remarks respecting the 
ceremonial observances which are attributed to them and 
their posterity, by the author of the memoirs of Jaco- 
binism. But this, our enemies well know, is forbidden 
ground, which Free Masons are prohibited from entering 
by the laws of their order. It is here, consequently, 
that the most numerous and apparently the most suc- 
cessful attacks have been made ; for we can be provided 
with no means of defence without laying open the mys- 
teries of the fraternity. Conscious of the disadvantages 
ueder which the Free Masons labor, their, adversaries 
have fabricated the most frightful and foolish ceremonies, 
and imposed thein upon the world as the ceremonies of 
Masonry. Among this number, may be reckoned those 
rites and oaths which Barruel ascribes to the Templars 
and their posterity, but which, we solemnly aver, have 
no connection with the one or the other ; and -were wc 
permitted to divulge to the world the whole of our ritual 
system, many who have duped the public by deceitful 
information, would stand abashed at their conduct, while 
others who have confided in such information, would be 
astonished at the extent of their credulity. 

Such are the considerations by which we would at- 
tempt to repel those charges and distorted facts with 
which Barruel has calumniated the character and dis- 
figured the history of the Templars. They will be suffi- 
cient, we hope, to remove those erroneous impressions 
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which the perusal of the memoirs of Jacobinism may 
have left uptrn the readers’ mind. Although we have 
adopted the opinion of those who maintain the innocence 
of that unfortunate Order, we cannot coincide with them 
in believing that as individuals they were free from 
blame. The Templars were possessed of the same cor- 
rupted nature, and influenced by the same passions, as 
their fellow men ; and thay were, unquestionably, expo- 
sed to more strong and numerous temptations. Some 
of the Knights, therefore, may have been guilty of 
crimes, and these too of an aggravated kind, which, by 
a strange, though not uncommon mistake, might have 
been transferred to their Order ; but it was never proved 
that they were traitors, child-murderers, regicides, and 
infidels. • 

But allowing the Templars to be as guilty as their 
enemies have represented them, upon what principles 
of sound reasoning, or of common sense, can their guilt 
be transferred to the fraternity of Free Masons ? Is it 
absolutely necessary that the son should inherit the bo- 
dily diseases, and the mental debility of his forefathers? 
or is it fair that one order, proposing to itself the same 
principles as an other, should be charged also with the 
same crimes ? Certainly not. If virtue and vice were 
hereditary qualities, we might arrogate to ourselves 
much honor from our connection with the Templars : 
but, as we have not been applauded for a Templar’s 
virtues, we should not be reproached for a Templar’s 
crimes. 

The following is the costume of the Knights Templars, 
. according to the statutes of. the order, as established in 
Scotland and revised in 1843, viz : 
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A white woollen 'mantle to reach the knee in front, 
and taper away to the ankle behind, fastened with white 
cord and tassel, &nd with a red cross pat£e on the left 
shoulder ; white woollen tunic, reaching to about three or 
four inches above the knee, with .the cross. upon the left 
breast ; white stock with falling white shirt collar ; tight 
white pantaloons ; buff boots, with buff tops turned over 
five inches broad, no tassels ; spurs gilt with red leathers ; 
sash of white silk, half a yard in breadth, tied in a knot 
in front, the ends edged with a white silk fringe hanging 
down, and a small red cross near the extremities ; white 
woollen cap with red leather band, or if he has obtained 
a diploma from the Grand Master, a red velvet cap; no 
feather ; cross-hilted sword with brass guard, and white 
ivory hilt ; scabbard of red morocco ; belt of red leather, 
with gilt buckle ; buff gauntlets, with a red cross on the 
wrist; badge, an enameled black cross, with white or- 
der, and a small red cross enameled ‘thereon, suspended 
from the neck by a red ribbon, with white edges, about 
two inches broad, passing through the ring of the badge. 

The officers necessary to form an Encampment are as 
follows, viz : Most Eminent Grand Commander, Gene- 
ralissimo, Captain General, Prelate, Treasurer, Recor- 
der, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Standard Bearer, 
Sword Bearer, Warder and Sentinel. 
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The throne is situated in the east ; above is suspended 
a banner, on it a cross surmounted by rays of light, on 
each side a sky blue banner, on one of which are ar- 
ranged the emblems of the order, and on the other a 
paschal lamb and Maltese cross, with the motto, “ The 
will of God.” The Grand Commander is seated on the 
throne, the Generalissimo, Prelate, and pass Grand 
Commanders, on his right ; the Captain General on his 
left ; the Treasurer on the right, and the Recorder on the 
left in front; the Senior Warden at the south-west angle 
of the triangle, and upon the right of the first division ; 
the Junior Warden at the north-west angle of the trian-. 
gle, and on the left of the third division ; the Standard 
Bearer in the west, the Sword Bearer on his right and 
the Warder on his left : at the base of the triangle and 
in front of the Standard Bearer a stall for the Initiate. 
The Knights are so arranged that there shall be an 
equal number on each side of the throne and in front. 

DRESS. 

A full suit of black. A black velvet Sash, trimmed 
with silver lace, hanging on the right shoulder and cross- 
jpg the body to the left .side ; at the end of the sash is 
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suspended a poignard, or small dirk ; on the left hip of 
the sash is a Maltese cross in the centre of a green ro- 
sette ; on the right shoulder a black rose and star ; on 
the left breast a star of nine points ; in the centre of the 
star, a cross and serpent of gold, surmounted by a circle 
on which is engraved, “ In hoc signo vinces P Also a 
Paschal Lamb, with a flag, a cock, and red cross ; on the 
top of the flap of the apron three stars placed in a tri- 
angular form, with cross swords in the centre ; on the 
centre of the apron twelve nobs or stars placed in a tri- 
angle, with scull on cross bones in the centre. 

OPENING. 

James — Chap . i. v . 1 — 10, 26, 27. 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. 
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations ; knowing this, that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giv- 
eth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; and it shall 
be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing waver- 
ing. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea 
driven with the wind and tossed. Fo* let not that man 
think that he shall receive anything of the Lord. A 
double minded man is unstable in all his ways. Let the 
brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted. If 
any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth 
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s 
religion is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world. 
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A Prayer need at opening an .Encampment 

Almighty and most merciful Jehovah, thou incom- 
prehensible essence of intellect divine, who art seated 
upon the throne of the universe and coverest thyself 
with light as with a garment ; thy omnipotent power 
sways the orbed spheres, and at thy command light 
sprang from darkness, order from confusion, and har- 
mony reigned triumphant throughout thy vast domains. 
Accept, Almighty Father, the tribute of gratitude which 
we humbly hope expands the hearts of all thy children, 
especially thy servants now assembled before thee. 
Thy goodness is unspeakable, and thy tender mercies 
encircle each being thou hast created, from the highest 
enraptured seraph, who bows before thy diadem throne, 
to the meanest reptile which grovels beneath our feet ; 
but for thee all animation would cease to exist. Oh teach 
us by the influence of thy Holy Spirit a cheerful obe- 
dience and humble submission to all thy holy mandates : 
arrayed in all our imperfections we stand naked before 
thy omniscient eye : may the recollection of this Truth 
teach us to suppress each rising thought and intention 
that would. offend thee our God, or disturb the peace of 
our consciences. 

Almighty Parent, while we. bow the knee before thee 
to supplicate divine favor and blessings for ourselves, we 
would remember our brethren’s welfare as our own ; ex- 
tend, we beseech thee, the many blessings which we 
enjoy to every individual of thy family. Bless, in a par- 
ticular manner, those who are* linked together by an in- 
dissoluble chain of sincere affection ; may we recollect 
that we are united by solemn ties, and have invoked thy 
sacred presence to witness the contract. 

Holy Father, thy wisdom is infinite, thy power omni- 
potent, and thy holiness such that the heavens are not 
clean in thy sight, and thy angels stand charged with 
folly ; how then shall we come before thee, or bow be- 
fore the living God 1 We have no offering of our own 
to bring ; no man can redeem his brother or give to 
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God a ransom for him ; yet we will magnify thy name, 
O God, in that thou hast sent thy only begotten Son into 
the world to be a propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. Our 
only hope is in the risen Lord Jesus Christ ; and while 
we rely upon his cross, may we become willing subjects 
of his kingdom. Thou, O King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, art still waiting to be gracious ; here weary and 
heavy laden pilgrims coming from afar, may cast off their 
burdens and find rest and refreshment to their weary 
souls ; yea, Lord, even without money and without 
price. Endue us, O Lord, with wisdom and fortitude 
to resist the temptation of our unruly passions while 
travelling the pilgrimage of this life, so that when soli- 
cited by avarice, we may not with Judas sell our God, 
or so far yield to the weakness and infirmities of our na- 
ture, as with Peter, to deny our Master. But by the 
beauty of holiness, may we be incited to practice that 
charity which is recorded in thy Word, and which is in- 
culcated and enforced by the principles of our order, that 
by patience and humility we may let our light so shine 
before men, that others seeing our good works may glo- 
rify thee, our Father who art in Heaven. - 

And now, O God, to thy guardian care and protecting 
providence we commend the whole Masonic family, but 
especially all poor, weary , way-worn Pilgrims, who have 
received the white stone , and read the new name , and are 
now walking in the paths of virtue, rectitude, and true 
holiness ; may no dangers appal or temptations allure 
them from the straight path, till they shall have past the 
confines of time, been wafted over the Jordan of Death, 
and finally admitted into the Asylum of the Lord of Glo- 
ry, in whose presence is fulness of joy, and at whose 
right hand are pleasures for evermore. And now unto 
thy great name, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the one 
undivided Je-ho-vah, be all the glory and majesty, do- 
minion and power, both now and forever. Amen an^ 
Amen. 
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LESSON FIRST. 

FIRST EXHORTATION. 

1 greet thee. 

Silver and gold have I none : hut such I have give I 
thee. ******** 

Hearken to a lesson to cheer thee on thy way, and 
assure thee of success. 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took 
bread and a bottle of water and gave it unto Hagar, (put- 
ting it on her shoulder,) and the child, and sent her 
away, and she departed and wandered in the wilderness, 
and the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the 
child under one of the shrubs ; and the angel of God 
called to Hagar out of Heaven, saying arise, lift up the 
lad and hold him in thine hand : for I will make him a 
great nation : and God opened her eyes and she saw a 
well of water. By faith Abraham sojourned in the land 
of promise as in a strange country, dwelling in taberna- 
cles ; for he looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. Be ye therefore fol- 
lowers of God as dear children, rejoicing in the Lord al- 
ways ; and again I say rejoice. 

Farewell — God speed thee. 

SECOND EXHORTATION. 

1 greet thee. * * * * 

If a brother or sister be naked and destitute of daily 
food, and one of you say depart in peace, be ye warmed 
and filled, and ye give them not of those things which 
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are needful for the body, what doth it profit t To do 
good and to communicate forget not, for with such sac- 
rifices God is well pleased. Beware lest any man spoil 
you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradi- 
tions of men ; after the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ : For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily. 

^Farewell — God speed thee. 

THIRD EXHORTATION. 

1 greet thee. * * * * 

He that receiveth you, receiveth me, and he. that 
receiveth me, receiveth him that sent me ; Come unto 
me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls, for my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light. Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you he shall in no wise lose 
his reward. 

F arewell- — God speed thee. 
SECOND LESSON. 

Matthew — Chap. xxvi. v. 14 — 26. 

Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went 
unto the chief priests, and said unto them , What will ye 
give me, and I will deliver him unto you ? And they 
covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.-^ And 
from that time he sought opportunity to betray him. 

# Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the 
disciple came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt 
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thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover ? And 
he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto 
him, The Master saith, My time is at hand ; I will keep 
the passover at thy house with my disciples. And the 
disciples did as Jesus had appointed them ; and they 
made ready the passover. Now, when the even was 
come, he sat down with the twelve. And as they did 
eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, That one of you 
shall betray me. And they \^re exceeding sorrowful, 
and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is 
it 1 1 And he answered and said, He that dippeth his 
hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. 
The Son of man goeth as it is written of him : but wo 
unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed ! 
it had been good for that man if he had not been born. 
Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, 
Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said. 

THIRD LESSON. 

Matthew — Chap. xxvi. v. 36 — 50. 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called 
Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, 
while I go and pray yonder. And he took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be 
sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he unto them, 
My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death : tarry 
ye here, and watch with me. And he went a little far- 
ther, and he fell on his face and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me : 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt. And he 
cometh unto the disciples and findeth them asleep, and 
saith unto Peter, What ! could ye not watch with me 
one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation : the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak. He went away again, the second time, and 
prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass 
away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. And 
he came and found them asleep again : for their eyes 
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were heavy. And he left them, and went away again, 
and prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then 
cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep 
on now, and take your rest : behold, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of man is betrayed into the hand of sinners. 
Rise, let us be going : behold he is at hand that doth 
betray me. 

And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, 
came, and with him a groat multitude, with swords and 
staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 
Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he ; hold him 
fast. And forthwith he came to J esus, and said, Hail, 
Master, and kissed him. 

FOURTH LESSON. 

Matthew — Chap . xxvii. v. 24 — 38. 

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but 
that rather a tumult was made, he took water and 
washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am 
innocent of the blood of this just person ; see ye to it. 
Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be 
on us, and on our children. 

Then released he Barabbas unto them : and when he 
had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band 
of soldiers . And they stripped him, and put on him a 
scarlet robe. 

And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they 
put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand : and 
they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, say- 
ing, Hail, king of the Jews! And they spit upon. him, 
and took the reed and smote him on the head. And 
after that they had mocked hiirt, they took the robe off 
from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him 
away to crucify him. And as they came out, they found 
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a man of Cyrene, Simon by name ; him they compelled 
to bear his cross. 

And when they were come unto a place called Golgo- 
tha, that is to say, A place of a skull, they gave him 
vinegar to drink mingled with gall : and when he had 
tasted thereof, he would not drink. And they orucified 
him and parted his garments, casting lots : that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They 
parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture 
did they cast lots. And sitting down they watched him 
there : And set up over his head his accusation written, 
THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

FIFTH LESSON. 

Although it is appointed unto all men once to die, 
yet as the scriptures inform, the Saviour of the World 
arose from the dead and ascended up into Heaven, there 
forever seated on the throne of majesty on high, so 
they also assure us, that all who have received Him for 
their righteousness, and put their trust in him, shall rise 
to life everlasting. 

In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn to- 
wards the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene, 
and the other Mary, to see the sepulchre. And, behold, 
there was a great earthquake : for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the 
stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance 
was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow : and 
for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the 
women, Fear not ye : for I know that ye seek J esus 
which was crucified. He is not here ; for he is risen, as 
he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay : and 
go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from 
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the dead ; and behold he goeth before you into Galilee ; 
there shall ye see him : lo, I have told you. And they 
departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great 
joy ; and did run to bring his disciples word. 

And as they went to tell his disciples, behold Jesus 
met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held 
him by the feet, and worshipped him. 

And he led them out as far as to Bethany ; and he 
lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to 
pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, 
and carried up into heaven.. And they worshipped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 

SIXTH LESSON. 

Acts — Chap . i. v. 15 — 27. 

And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the 
disciples, and said, (the number of the names together 
were about an hundred and twenty), Men and brethren, 
this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the 
Holy Ghost, by the mouth of David, spake before con- 
cerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. 
For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of 
this ministry. Now this man purchased a field with the 
reward of iniquity ; and falling headlong, he burst asun- 
der in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And 
it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem ; inso- 
much as that field is called in their proper tongue, Acel- 
dama, that is to say, The field of blood. For it is writ- 
ten in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be 
desolate, and let no man dwell therein : and, His bish- 
oprick let another take. Wherefore, of these men 
which have companied with us, all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from 
the baptism of John unto that same day that he was 
taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness 
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with us of his resurrection. And they appointed two, 
J oseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and 
Matthias. And they prayed and said, Thou, Lord, 
which knoweth the hearts of all men , shew whether of 
these two thou hast chosen, That he may take part of 
this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by 
transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 
And they gave forth their lots ; and the lot fell upon 
Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 


* 
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ORDER OF KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 

This order has been known at different periods by the 
titles of the Knights of St. John, of Jerusalem, Hospital- 
lers of St. John, Knights of St. John D’Acre, Knights of 
Rhodes, and finally, Knights of Malta. 

In the year 1048, some pious merchants from Amalfi, 
in the kingdom of Naples, built a church and monastery 
at Jerusalem, which they dedicated to St. John the Al- 
moner. The monks were hence called brothers of St. 
John, or Hospitallers, and it was their duty to assist 
those sick and needy pilgrims whom a spirit of piety had 
led to the Holy land. They assumed the black habit 
of the hermits of St. Augustine, distinguished only by a 
white cross of eight points on the left breast. They 
rapidly increased in numbers and in wealth, and at the 
beginning of the 12th century were organized as a mili- 
tary order by Raymond du Puy, who added to their ori- 
ginal vow of chastity, obedience, and poverty, the obli- 
gation of defending the church against infidels. Ray- 
mond then divided them into three classes, Knights, who 
alone bore arms ; Chaplains, who were regular ecclesias- 
tics ; and Servitors, who attended to the sick. After 
long and bloody contests with the Turks and Saracens, 
they were finally driven from Palestine in the year 1191. 
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Upon this they attacked and conquered Cyprus, which, 
however, they lost after eighteen years occupation. They 
then established themselves at the island of Rhodes, 
under the Grand Mastership of Fulk de Villaret, and 
assumed the title of the Knights of Rhodes. 

It was here that the illustrious Villars died in the 70th 
year of his age, and the fourteenth of his Grand Master 
ship. In justice to his distinguished merit, the following 
epitaph was inscribed on his tomb> stone : “ Here lies 
Virtue victorious over Fortune.” 

On the 15th of December, 1542, after a tranquil occu- 
pation of this island for more than two hundred years, 
they were finally ejected from all their possessions by 
the Sultan Soliman the Second. After this disaster they 
successively retired to Castro, Messina, and Rome, until 
the Emperor Charles V., in 1530, bestowed upon them 
the island of Malta, upon the condition of their defending 
it from the depredation of the Turks, and the Corsairs 
of Barbary, and of restoring it to Naples, should they 
ever succeed in recovering Rhodes. 

This island was formerly called Melita, from the vast 
quantities of honey which it produced. The Romans 
gained possession of it when they conquered Sicily ; they 
were deprived of it by the Arabs in 828, who were ex- 
pelled by Roger the Norman in 1190. From that period 
it continued under the dominion of the kings of Sicily, till 
it fell by the conquest of that island, into the hands of 
the emperor Charles V. 

The order now took the name of Knights of Malta, by 
which title they have ever since been designated. Here 
the organization of the order was as follows : The chief 
of the order was called “ Grand Master of the Holy 
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Hospital of St. John, of Jerusalem, and Guardian of the 
army of Jesus Christ.” He was elected for life, and 
resided at the city of Valette. He was addressed by 
foreign powers with the title of “ altezza eminentissima,” 
and enjoyed an annual revenue of about one million of 
guilders.* The Knights were divided into eight lan- 
guages, according to their respective nations. The lan- 
guages were those of Provence, Auvergne, France, Italy, 
Arragon, Germany, Castile, and England. Upon the 
extinction of the language of England, that of Anglo Ba- 
varia was substituted. The Grand Officers were also 
eight in number,' and consisted of the chiefs of the differ- 
ent languages, as follows : 


1. The Chief of the language of 

2 . « “ 

8 . “ “ 

4 . 11 ' u 

5 . « “ 

6 . u u 

7 . « “ 

8 . “ “ 


Provenoe was Grand Commander. 


Auvergne 

France 

Italy 

Arragon 

Germany 

Castile 

England 


Marshal. 

Hospitaller. 

Grand Admiral. 
Grand Conservator. 
Grand Bailiff. 
Grand Chancellor. 
Turcopolier, or 


[Captain-general of the Cavalry. 


The Knights, in time of war, wore over their usual 
garments a scarlet surcoat, embellished before and be- 
hind with a broad white cross of eight points. In time 
of peace, the dress of ceremony was a long black mantle, 
upon which the same cross of white linen was sewed. 


* The Grand Master’s election was regulated in the following man- 
ner, when Clark wrote his “ History of Knighthood.” The several 
Seminaries named two Knights each, allowing also two for the English ; 
those sixteen fVom among themselves, chose eight ; those eight chose 
a Knight, a Priest, and a serving brother ; and they three out of the 
sixteen great crosses elected the Grand Master. 
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From the time that the island of Malta was bestowed 
upon the order, until the year 1724, the Knights were 
continually at war with the Turks ; during which time 
the latter had expended vast quantities of blood and 
treasure, and the former had exhibited the most mag- 
nanimous examples of patience and undaunted heroism. 
A peace was at length concluded for twenty years, to be 
renewed at the expiration of that period, if the parties 
could agree. 

In 1565 the island of Malta was beleaguered by Soli- 
man II., on which occasion the Knights suffered immense 
loss, from which they never entirely recovered. Of the 
eight languages, the English became extinct in the 16th 
century; those of France, Auvergne, and Provence, 
perished in the anarchy of the French revolution ; Cas- 
tile and Arragon were separated at the peace of Amiens, 
and the remaining two have been since abolished. The 
order, therefore, as respects its ancient constitution, has 
now ceased to exist. 

On the 9th of June, 1798, the island of Malta was 
taken by the French, under Bonaparte. In the same 
year the Knights chose Paul L, Emperor of Russia, as 
their Grand Master, who took them under his protection. 
Upon his death, they elected Prince Carraciolo. Upon 
the reduction of the island by the English, in 1800, the 
chief seat of the order was transferred to Catanea in 
Sicily, whence in 1826, it was removed by the authority 
of the Pope to Ferrara. The last public reception of 
the order took place at Sonneburg in 1800, when Leo- 
pold, the present king of Belgium, and prince Ernest, of 
Hesse Philippsthal Barchfeld, with several other Knights, 
were created. 
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In 1841, Ferdinand I, Emperor of Austria, issued a 
decree restoring the order in Italy, and endowing it with 
a moderate revenue. But the wealth, the power, and 
the magnificence of the order, have passed away with the 
age and the spirit of chivalry which gave it birth. 

The ancient ceremonies of reception, which we here 
subjoin, were simple and impressive. “ The novice was 
made to understand that he was ‘ about to put off the old 
man, and to be regenerated ;’ and having received abso- 
lution, was required to present himself in a secular habit, 
without a girdle, in order to appear perfectly free on en- 
tering into so sacred an engagement, and with a burning 
taper in his hand representing chastity. He then re- 
ceived the holy communion, and afterwards presented 
himself ‘ most respectfully before the person who was 
to perform the ceremony, and requested to be received 
into the company of Brothers, and into the Holy Order 
of the Hospital of Jerusalem.’ The rules of the order, 
the obligations he was about to take upon himself, and 
the duties that would be required of him being explained^ 
he with great solemnity, vowed and promised ‘ to render 
henceforward, by the grace of God, perfect obedience to 
the Superior placed over him by the choice of the order, 
to live without personal property, and to preserve his 
chastity.’ The brother who received him then said as 
follows : ‘We acknowledge you the servant of the poor 
and sick, and as having consecrated yourself to the ser- 
vice of the church.’ To which he answered : ‘ I acknow- 
ledge myself as such.’ He then kissed the book and re- 
turned it to the brother who received him, in token of 
perfect obedience. He was then invested with the man- 
tle of the order, in such a manner as that the cross fell on 
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his left breast. A variety of other minor ceremonies 
followed, and the whole was concluded with a series of 
appropriate and solemn prayers.” 

A part of the ceremonies anciently used by Knights 
of Malta, is now incorporated in the Knights Templars’ 
degree. 

The following passages of Scripture are occasionally 
rehearsed in Encampments of Knights of Malta. 

FIRST LESSON. 

✓ 

Acts — Chap, xxviii. v. 1 — 6. 

And when they were escaped, then they knew that 
the island was called Melita. And the barbarous peo- 
ple showed us no little kindness : for they kindled a fire, 
and received us every one, because of the present rain, 
and because of the cold. And when Paul had gathered 
a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came 
a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. And 
when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his 
hand, they said among themShlves, No doubt this man 
is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, 
yet vengeance sufiereth not to live. And he shook off 
the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 


SECOND LESSON. 

St. John — Chap . xix. v. 19. 

And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. 
And the writing was JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. 

Rev . — Chap. ii. v. 10. 

■ * * * Be thou faithful, unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life. 
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THIRD LESSON. 

St, John — Chop, xx, v, 24 — 28. 

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was 
not with them when Jesus' came. The other disciples 
therefore said unto him, We have seen th6 Lord. But 
he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the 
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of 
the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
believe. 

And after eight days, again his disciples were within, 
and Thomas with them. Then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be 
unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy 
finger, and behold my hands ; and reach hither thy hand, 
and thrust it into my side : and be not faithless, but be* 
lieving. And Thomas answered and said unto him, My 
Lord and my God. 

An Address to a new created Sir Knight Templar 
and of Malta, 

Sir Knight, — Having passed through the several de- 
grees and honorary distinctions of our ancient and honor- 
able institution — in your admission to the tessellated 
masonic ground floor — your ascent into the middle 
chamber, — your entrance to the unfinished sanctum sanc- 
torum — your regularly passing the several gates of the 
temple — induction to the oriental chair , witnessing the 
completion and dedication of that superb model of ex- 
cellence the Temple , which has immortalized the names 
of our ancient Grand Masters, and the justly celebrated 
craftsmen — having wrought in the ruins of the first Tem- 
ple, and from its sacred Royal Arch brought to light in- 
calculable treasures and advantages to the craft. Having 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OP MALTA. 


Tt 


duly studied into the way and manner of their conceal- 
ment ; also having been engaged in the hazardous enter- 
prise of traversing an enemy’s dominions, and there con- 
vincing a foreign prince that truth is great and will pre- 
vail, — therefore you are now admitted to a participation 
of those labors which are to affect the erection of a Tem- 
ple more glorious than the first, 4 even that beauteous 
Temple of holiness and innocence , whose pillars are 
Charity, Mercy , and Justice , the foundation of which is 
in the breast of every one who has tasted that the Lord 
is gracious ; to whom coming as unto a living stone , dis- 
allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and precious, 
even that hope which is an anchor to the soul both sure 
and stedfast, that demonstrates the existence of the soul 
and animates us with the certainty of a glorious im- 
mortality. 

And now, Sir Knight, we bid you welcome to all 
those rights and privileges, even to that disinterested 
friendship and unbounded hospitality which ever has, 
and we hope and trust ever will continue to adorn, dis- 
tinguish and characterize this noble order. 

It will henceforth become your duty as well as incli- 
nation to assist, protect, and befriend, the weary way- 
worn traveller who finds the heights of fortune inacces- 
sible, and the thorny paths of life broken, adverse, and 
forlorn — to succor, defend, protect innocence , the dis- 
tressed and helpless , ever standing forth as a champion to 
espouse the cause of the Christian Religion . 

You are to inculcate, enforce, and practice virtue ; and 
amidst all the temptations which surround you, never to 
be drawn aside from the path of duty, or forgetful of those 
due guards and pass-words which are necessary to be 
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had in perpetual remembrance ; and while one hand is 
wielding the sure defence for your Companion in dan- 
ger, let the other grasp the mystic Trowel, and widely 
diffuse the genuine cement of Brotherly Love and 
Friendship. 

Should calumny assail the character of a Brother, Sir 
Knight, recollect that you are to step forth and vindicate 
his good name, and assist him pn all necessary occa- 
sions. Should assailants ever attempt your honor, in- 
terest, or happiness, remember, also, at the same time, 
you have the council and support of your brethren, 
whose mystic swords combining the virtues of Faith, 
Hope, and Charity, with Justice , Fortitude , and Mercy , 
will leap from their scabbards in defence of your just 
rights, and ensure you a glorious triumph over all your 
enemies. 

On this occasion permit me, Sir Knight, to remind 
you of our mutual engagements, our reciprocal ties ; for 
whatever may be your situation or rank in life, on close 
examination, you will find those in similar stations, who 
have dignified themselves and been useful to mankind. 
Whether therefore you are placed upon the highest pin- 
nacle of worldly grandeur, and distinctly seen to glitter 
from afar ; or glide more securely in the humble vale 
of obscurity, unnoticed, save by a few ; it matters not, 
for a few rolling suns will close the scene, when nought 
but holiness will serve as a sure passport to gain admis- 
sion into that Rest prepared from the foundation of the 
world. You are, therefore, called upon to discharge 
all your duties with fidelity and patience, whether in the 
field, in the Senate , on the Bench , at the Bar , or at the 
Holy Altar . 
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If you see a Brother bending under the cross of ad- 
versity and disappointment, look not idly on, neither 
pass by on the other side, but fly to his relief. If he be 
deceived, tell him the Truth ; if he be calumniated, vin- 
dicate his cause ; for, although in some instances he may 
have erred, still recollect that indiscretion in him should 
never destroy humanity in you. 

Finally, Sir Knights, as memento mori is deeply en- 
graved on all sublunary enjoyments, let us ever be found 
in the habiliments of righteousness, traversing the straight 
path of rectitude, virtue and true holiness, so that having 
discharged our duty here below, performed the pilgrim- 
age of &/<?, burst the bands of immortality , passed over 
the Jordan of death , and safely landed on the broad 
shore of eternity, there, in the presence of myriads of 
attending angels, we may be greeted as brethren, and 
received into the widely extended arms of the Blessed 
Emmanuel, and forever made to participate in his 
Heavenly Kingdom. 

An Exhortation at closing an Encampment . 

Ephesians — Chap. vi. v. 10 — 17. 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. Wherefore, take unto you 
the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to with- 
stand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breast-plate of righteousness; and your 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
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above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. 


CEREMONIES AND CHARGES 

Upon the Installation of an Encampment of Knights 
Templars , and the appendant Orders . 

The Sir Knights will assemble in some convenient 
room near the church or hall where the ceremonies are 
to be performed, and open an encampment. The lines 
are then formed by the Grand Marshal, when they ad- 
vance to the church, where they will halt and open to 
the right and left, and face inward, while the Grand (or 
Installing) officers, and others in succession, pass in. 
After taking their several posts, they salute the audience 
by presenting arms. The Grand Marshal will then or- 
der, — “ return arms — recover — be at ease.” The jewels 
are then collected and placed on the altar . An Ode or 
Anthem is then performed , succeeded by Prayer , a Ser- 
mon and an Ode . 

The Grand Marshal will then rise and say, “Most 
Eminent Grand Commander, — A constitutional number 
of Knights Templars, duly instructed in the sublime 
mysteries of our orders, and being desirous of promoting 
the honor of the same by aiding the cause of Humanity , 
Knowledge , and Virtue, have applied to proper authority 
for a Warrant or Charter to constitute them a regular 
Encampment of Knights Templars and the appendant 
orders : The prayer of their petition having been grant- 
ed, they are now assembled for the purpose of being 
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legally constituted, and of having their officers installed 
in due and ancient form.” 

The Grand Master will then direct the Grand Recorder 
to read the Charter or Warrant, which being done, he 
will ask the members if they still approve of the officers 
named in the warrant ; if they assent, the Grand Master 
will then rise and declare, “ By virtue of the high power 
and authority in me vested, I do now form you, my 
worthy brother Knights, into a just and regular Encamp- 
ment of Knights Templars. Henceforth you are 
authorized and empowered to form and open a Coun- 
cil of Knights of the Red Cross and Encampment 
of Knights Templars and Knights of Malta, of the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem, and to perform all 
such things as may appertain to the same ; conforming 
in all your doings to the laws and constitution of the 
Grand Encampment under whose authority you act, and 
to the constitution an,d edicts of the General Grand En- 
campment of the United States. And may the God of 
your fathers be with you, guide and direct you in all 
your undertakings.” 

The jewels having been collected on the Knights’ first 
entrance, and deposited on the altar or table in front of 
the Grand Master, are now uncovered to solemn music, 
when the Prelate rises and says, — From time imme- 
morial it has been customary for the Masonic fraternity 
to dedicate the different departments of our institution 
to different patrons. We dedicate our Lodges to St. 
John the Baptist, or the Evangelist; our Chapters to 
Zerubbabel, and our Encampments to St. John the Al- 
moner. We do this, not in that superstitious sense in 
which the heathen employ the term, when they set apart 
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their temples for the worship of their imaginary deities, 
nor in that high and solemn sense in which Christians 
dedicate their Churches to the great Jehovah ; but we do 
it simply to testify our respect and esteem for the char- 
acter of those who have been so eminently beneficial to 
our institution, and that their examples may stimulate 
us to imitate their exalted virtues.” 

“To our most eminent and worthy Patron St. John 
the Almoner, I do now solemnly Dedicate this Encamp- 
ment by the name and title of ; and may the 

God of all grace abundantly bless you in your laudable 
undertaking, qnd may each one of its members so redeem 
his time that he may receive the joyful invitation, “ En- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” “ Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men.” 
(Response.) “As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.” 

The Grand Commander elect is then presented to the 
Grand Master by the Marshal, who says, “Most Wor- 
shipful, I have the honor to present you the Most Emi- 
nent Sir , who has been appointed to the office of 

first Grand Commander of this Encampment I find him 
well skilled in our sublime mysteries, and observant of 
the noble precepts of our forefathers, and have, therefore, 
no doubt but he will discharge the important duties of 
his office with fidelity.” 

The Grand Master then asks, “Most Eminent, are 
you ready to subscribe to the oath of office ?” On his 
answering in the affirmative, the Grand Master will draw 
his sword, and holding it horizontally, the edge towards 
the Grand Commander elect, who will place his left 
hand on the same and his right hand on his left breast, 
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and repeat as follows : — ■“ J, A. B. do solemnly promise, 
upon the honor of a Knight Templar, that I will, to the 
best of my knowledge and ability, faithfully discharge 
the various duties incumbent upon the office to which I 
have been appointed ; that I will support and maintain 
the by-laws of this Encampment and the laws and con- 
stitution of the Grand Encampment, under whose imme- 
diate authority I act ; also the constitution and edicts of 
the General Grand Encampment of the United States of 
America.” 

The Grand Master then observes, “ M. E. Sir , 

I enter upon the discharge of my duty on this interesting 
occasion, with great pleasure. In installing you as the 
first officer of an institution which is founded on the Holy 
Religion of Jesus Christ , I am satisfied that I am pro- 
moting the interest of the order generally, but more par- 
ticularly in this part of our country. Having accepted 
this honorable and responsible office, you will endeavor 
to discharge your duty in such a manner as to convince 
the world, that those calumnies which have been repeat- 
edly cast upon our institution, by the enemies of our or- 
der, are false aqd unfounded. 

I shall now propose certain questions to you relative 
to the duties of your office, to which I must request an 
unequivocal answer. 

1. Do you solemnly promise, upon the honor of a 
Knight Templar, that you will exert your best endeavors 
to correct the errors, purify the morals, and promote the 
true happiness of those of your brother Knights who 
have attained this magnanimous order. 

2. That you will not confer the orders on any person 
who has not shown a charitable and humane dispose 
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tion, nor upon any one who is an enemy to the Christian 
Religion; but only upon such as you have reason to 
believe will cheerfully conform to all our laws and pre- 
cepts ] 

3. That you will endeavor to promote the general 
good of the order on all proper occasions, be ever ready 
to give and receive instruction, especially from the State 
and General Grand Officers ] 

4. That, to the utmost of your power, you will pre- 
serve the solemnities of our ceremonies and conduct 
yourself in open Encampment with the most profound 
respect and reverence, as an example to your brother 
Knights ] 

5. That you will not acknowledge or have intercourse 
with any Encampment which does not work under a 
constitutional charter or warrant] 

6. That you will not permit any person to visit your 
Encampment who has not been Knighted in an En- 
campment legally constituted, without his first being 
formally healed] 

7. That you will bind your successor in office to the 
observance of these rules, to which you have now as- 
sented ] 

Do you submit to all these things and promise to ob- 
serve and practice them faithfully ] 

Let us kneel and address the throne of grace. (Prayer 
by the Prelate.) 
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INSTALLATION. 

Charge to the Most Eminent Grand Commander . 

Most Eminent, — I now invest yon with the badge of 
your office, which is a cross surmounted by rays of light. 
It is to remind you that Humility, Love, and pure Benevo- 
lence, are refulgent rays that emanate from the pure and 
undefiled religion of the blest Emanuel, and which 
should ever characterise the members of this order ; it is 
not only to remind you of the respect and obedience you 
have a right to expect from your brother Knights, but 
also those important duties which you owe to them and 
the order. 

I now declare you duly installed Grand Commander 
of Encampment, not doubting your determina- 

tion to support, to the utmost of your ability and influ- 
ence, the honor and reputation of this magnanimous 
order ; and I am persuaded as it will be for your inter- 
est, that you will govern this Encampment with such 
wisdom and regularity as will convince the Sir Knights 
that their confidence and partiality has not been mis- 
placed. 

I now present you with a Charter, under which you 
will be authorised to work : you will consider it a sacred 
deposit, and never permit it to be used for any other 
purpose than those which are expressed in it. The Holy 
Bible, the great Luminary in every degree of Masonry, 
together with, the Cross Swords, I now confide to your 
car$. In the former part of this sacred volume we are 
taught to believe in the existence of the eternal Jeho- 
vah, the Creator of all things, the governor of the uni- 
verse and the Judge of all : that man is a moral and 
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accountable being ; that he at first was created upright, 
but fell by transgression, and became justly exposed to 
eternal punishment. In the latter part we are taught 
that when there was no eye to pity nor created arm to 
save, Infinite Benevolence devised a plan whereby 
God could be just, and the justifier of him that belie veth 
in the Lord Jesus Christ : that the great Messiah came 
into this rebellious world, took upon himself the charac- 
ter of a servant, fulfilled the law, suffered an ignominious 
death upon the cross : that he rose from the dead, as- 
cended into heaven, and is now seated on the right hand 
of God the Father, making intercession for his people : 
that he has opened a door whereby all who will may 
enter into life eternal. 

By the cross swords we are reminded of the armor we 
shguld put on when we are called upon to wrestle against 
principalities and powers, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places, being assured that by the sword of the 
spirit, which is the word of God, we shall come off con- 
querors and more than conquerors through him that 
loved us. 

The Constitution of the General Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States, and of the Grand Encamp- 
ment under whose immediate authority you act, together 

with the By-Laws of Encampment, are committed 

to your care. It will be necessary frequently to consult 
them, and take special care that none of the latter mili- 
tate against the former. And now, M. E. permit me 
to place you in the chair of your Commandery, emblem- 
atic of that which was formerly filled by a succession of 
heroes of whom the world was not w r orthy ; and may 
their bright example, whose matchless deeds are record- 
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ed on the historic page, animate you to the faithful dis- 
charge of every duty. 

The Grand Master then proclaims — “Sir Knights, 
behold your Grand Commander.” The Knights rise, 
draw swords, and present arms : while in this position, 
the M. W. says, 

“ Recollect, Sir Knights, that the future welfare and 
prosperity of your Encampment will depend as much on 
your obedience, attention, and assistance, as upon the 
wisdom, assiduity, and exertion of your Grand Com- 
mander.” 

The Sir Knights recover-arms, return arms, and are 
seated. The M. W. then continues : 

“ Your duty henceforth, M. E. will be to direct the 
ceremonies of the Encampment with wisdom and impar- 
tiality, to confer the orders on those who on application 
shall be found worthy ; to preserve the Laws and Con- 
stitution of the order from innovation and violation ; to 
dispense justice, reward merit , encourage tfuth, suppress 
profanity at all times, and dispense the sublime princi- 
ples of universal benevolence . You will distribute alms 
to poor and weary pilgrims travelling from afar ; feed the 
hungry , clothe the naked , and bind up the wounds of the 
afflicted. In a word, you will inculcate and practice the 
duties of Charity and hospitality , and govern your com- 
mandery with justice and moderation .” 

The Grand Master will direct all the officers of the 
new Encampment, except the Grand Commander, to rise 
and prepare to take the oath of office, similar to the one 
taken by the G. C. 

The officers elect rise, and every third Knight from 
the right will draw and drop his sword to the right, in a 
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horizontal position ; the Knights will lay their left hand 
on the swords before them, and the right, (except of 
those who hold the swords,) upon their left breast. 

The M. W. then administers the obligation as follows : 
w You and each of you promise and agree, upon the honor 
of a Knight Templar, &c., &c., as before. 

The Grand Master then presents the Generalissimo. 

Charge to the Generalissimo . 

Sir, — You having been appointed to the office of Gen- 
eralissimo of this Encampment, I now invest you with 
the badge of your office, which is a Square surmounted 
by a Paschal Lamb . When beholding the lamb, let it 
stimulate you to have, at all times a watchful eye over 
your own conduct, and an earnest solicitude for the pros- 
perity of the kingdom of the blest Emanuel, the spot- 
less Lamb of God, who was slain from the foundation 
of the world. 

The square is to remind you that the institution of 
Free Masonry and the orders of Knighthood were for- 
merly governed by the same Grand Masters, and that 
the same principles of brotherly love and friendship 
should forever govern the members of both orders. 
Your station, Sir Knight, is on the right of your Com- 
mander ; your duty is to receive and communicate all 
orders, signs and petitions, to assist your Commander in 
his various duties, and in his absence to preside in the 
Encampment. 

The exercise of all your talents and zeal will be neces. 
sary in the discharge of your various duties. I charge 
you therefore to be faithful to the Sir Knights with 
whom you are associated ; put them often in reraem- 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA^ 


89 


brance of those things which tend to their everlasting 
peace : finally, “ preach to them the word : be instant 
in season and out of season: reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all long-suffering and doctrine :” ever remembering 
the promise, “ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” 

Charge to the Captain- General. 

Sir, — You are appointed to the important office of 
Captain- General of this Encampment. I now invest you 
with the badge of your office, which is a Level surmounted 
by a Cock . As the undaunted courage and valor of the 
Cock stimulates him to conquer his competitor or yield 
himself a victim to the contest, so should you be stim- 
ulated to the discharge of every duty. You should have 
on “ the breast-plate of righteousness,” so that with pa- 
tience and meekness you may ever travel on the level of 
humility, and be so supplied with divine grace as to pre- 
vent you from selling your God or denying your Master. 

Your station is on the left of your Commander. Your 
duty, among many other things, is to see that the pro- 
per officers make all due preparation from the various 
meetings of the Encampment, that the council chamber 
and asylum are in suitable array for the introduction of 
candidates and the dispatch of business. You are also 
to receive and communicate all orders issued by the 
G. C. through the officers of the line. You are to assist 
in Council, and in the absence of your Commander and 
Generalissimo, you are to govern the encampment. The 
distressed widow , the helpless orphan , and the innocent 
of the weaker sex , you are ever to assist and protect. 
But, above all, you are to stand forth, having your loins 
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girt about with truth, in the defence of the Christian Re- 
ligion from all its enemies. And now' I exhort you, 
that with fidelity you perform every duty : — and “ what- 
soever ye do, do heartily as to the Lord, and not unto 
men : continue in prayer, and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving ever bearing in mind the promise, “ Be 
not weary in well doing, for in due time you shall reap, 
if ye faint not.” 

Charge to the Most Excellent Prelate . 

Sir, — You are appointed Prelate of this Encamp- 
ment. — I now have the pleasure of investing you with 
this triple triangle , which is the badge of your office, 
and a beautiful emblem of the Eternal Jehovah. Your 
station is on the right of the Generalissimo ; your duty 
is at the altar , to offer up prayers and oblations to the 
Deity. The duties of your office are very interesting, 
and highly important, and will require your early and 
punctual attendance, at every meeting. Your jewel is 
to remind you of the importance of the trust reposed in 
you ; and may “ He who is able, abundantly furnish 
you for every good work, preserve you from falling into 
error, — improve, strengthen, establish, and perfect you,” 
and finally, greet you with, “ well done, good and faith- 
ful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

Charge to the Senior Warden. 

Sir, — You are appointed Senior Warden of this En- 
campment. — I now invest you with the badge of your 
office, which is a Hollow Square and Sword of Justice . 
It is to remind you that as the children of Israel marched 
in a hollow square, in their journey through the wilder- 
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ness, in order to guard and protect the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, so should you be vigilant in guarding every avenue 
from innovation and error. Let the Sword of Justice, 
therefore, be ever drawn to guard the constitution of the 
order. Your station is at the south-west angle of the 
triangle, and upon the right of the first division. You 
will attend Pilgrim Warrior travelling from afar, com- 
fort and support Pilgrim Penitent, and recommend them, 
after due trial, to the favor and protection of the Grand 
Commander. You will be assiduous in teaching your 
division their duties and exercises. You will, on all 
occasions, form the avenues for the approach and de- 
parture of your Commander ; and prepare the lines for 
inspection and review. Let it be your constant care 
that the Warrior be not deterred from duty, nor the 
Penitent molested on his journey. Finally, “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they, seeing your good 
works, may glorify your Father which is in Heaven.” 

Charge to the Junior Warden. 

Sir, — You are appointed Junior Warden of this En- 
campment. — I now invest you with the badge of your 
office, which is an Eagle and Flaming Sword. It is to 
remind you to perform your various duties with Justice 
and Valor , having an Eagle Eye on the prosperity of the 
order. Your station is at the north-west angle of the 
triangle, and oh the left of the third division. Your 
duty is to attend weary pilgrims, travelling from afar, 
conduct them on their journey, plead their cause, and, 
by permission of the Grand Commander, introduce 
them into the Asylum. You will be careful that, in 
addition to the sandals , staff and scrip , their whole pre- 
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par&tion and deportment be such as shall cause them to 
be recognized as children of humility. Teach them that 
“ Magna est veritas et prcevalebit ” is the Motto of one of 
our orders, and although, in the course of their pilgrim- 
age, they will often find the heights of fortune inaccessi- 
ble, and the thorny path of life crooked, adverse and 
forlorn; yet, by faith and humility, courage , constancy 
and perseverance in the great duties set before them in 
the Gospel, they may gain admission into the Asylum 
above ; there to enjoy the honor and rewards that await 
the valiant soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, 
be ye perfect, always abounding in the works of the 
Lord ; that you may be a shining light in the world. A 
city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 

Charge to the Treasurer. 

Sir, — You are appointed Treasurer of this Encamp- 
ment. — I now invest you with the badge of your office. 
Your station is on the right of the Grand Commander, 
in front. The qualities which should recommend a 
Treasurer are accuracy and fidelity : accuracy in keeping 
a fair and minute account of all receipts and disburse- 
ments ; fidelity in carefully preserving all the property 
and funds of the Encampment, that may be placed in 
his hands, and rendering a just account of the same 
whenever he is called upon for that purpose. I presume 
that your respect and attachment to the Encampment, 
and your earnest solicitude for a good name, which is 
better than precious ointment, will prompt you to the 
faithful discharge of the duties of your office. ' 
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Charge to the Recorder . 

Sir, — You are appointed Recorder of this Encamp- 
ment. — I now invest you with the badge of your office. 
Your station is on the left of the G. Commander, in 
front. The qualities which should recommend a Recor- 
der are promptitude in issuing the notifications and 
orders of his superior officers ; punctuality in attending 
the meetings of the Encampment ; correctness in record- 
ing • their - proceedings ; judgment in discriminating 
between what is proper and what is improper to be 
committed to writing; integrity in accounting for all 
moneys that may pass through his hands, and fidelity in 
paying the same over into the hands of the Treasurer. 
The possession of these good qualities, I presume, has 
designated you as a suitable candidate for this important 
office ; and I cannot entertain a doubt that you will dis- 
charge its duties beneficially to the encampment and 
honorably to yourself. And when you shall have com- 
pleted the record of your transactions here below, and 
finished the term of your probation, may you be admit- 
ted into the celestial Asylum of saints and angels, and 
find your name recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

Charge to the Standard Bearer . 

Sir, — You are appointed Standard Bearer of this En- 
campment. — I now invest you with the badge of your 
office, which is a Plumb surmounted by a Banner . Your 
station is in the West, and in the oentre of the second 
division. Your duty is to display , support and protect 
the Standard of the order, which I now with pleasure 
confide to your valor. You will remember that it is 
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our rallying point in time of danger ; and when unfurled 
in a just and virtuous cause, you will never relinquish 
it to an enemy but with your life. Let, therefore, your 
conduct be such as all the virtuous will delight to imi- 
tate ; let the refulgent rays which ever emanate from 
pure benevolence and humility, diffuse their lustre on all 
around, that it may encourage and animate all true and 
courteous Knights, and, at the same time, confound and 
dismay all their enemies. 

Charge to the Sword Bearer . 

Sir, — You are appointed Sword Bearer of this En- 
campment. — I now invest you with the badge of your 
office, which is a Triangle and Cross Swords. Your sta- 
tion is on the right of the Standard bearer, and on the 
right of the second division when formed in line. Your 
duty is to watch all orders and signals from the Grand 
Commander, and see that they are promptly obeyed. 
Yo,u are also to assist in the protection of the banners 
of the order, with a heart lively devoted to the princi- 
ples of Faith , Hope and Charity : with the mystic sword 
that is endowed with justice and fortitude , and tempered 
by mercy , in your hand, you may cast your eyes upon 
the Standard and remember that “ In hoc Signo vinces ” 
is an expressive motto of our order, and consoling to 
the heart of every believer. 

Charge to the Warder. 

Sir, — You are appointed Warder of this Encamp- 
ment. — I now invest you with the badge of your office, 
which is a square plate with a Trumpet and Cross 
Stoords engraved thereon. Your station is upon the 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA* 


95 


left of the Standard Bearer, and upon the left of the 
second division when formed in line. Your duty is to 
announce the approach and departure of the Grand 
Commander, to post the sentinels, and see that the 
Asylum is duly guarded. You will, also, report all 
petitions from visitors and strangers, and communicate 
the orders of your superior officers : and I charge you to 
he punctual in your attendance at our meetings, and 
indefatigable in the discharge of your important duties ; 
for though yours is among the last offices in the En- 
campment, it is by no means the least in importance. 

Charge to the Three Guards . 

Sir Knights, — You are appointed Captains of the 
^ Guards. I now invest you with your badge of office, 
which is a square plate with a Battle Axe engraved 
thereon. Your post is that of honor as well as danger . 
You will therefore be vigilant, and challenge with spirit , 
examine with caution , admonish with candor , relieve 
cheerfully, protect with fidelity, and fight valiantly. 

Charge to the Encampment . 

Sir Knights, — To manage and conduct the concerns 
of an Encampment of Knights Templars with that 
promptitude, integrity and skill which the Institution 
demands, will require the exercise of all the talents and 
perseverance of its officers and members. Are any of 
you solicitous that your equals and inferiors should con- 
duct towards you with deference and respect 1 you will 
be sure to let no opportunity pass without furnishing 
them with an example in your own conduct towards 
your superiors. The officers will recollect that those mo- 
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ral and religious duties and precepts which they from 
time to time so forcibly impress upon the minds of 
others, should by no means be neglected by themselves ; 
as* the most effectual way to ensure success is to let pre- 
cept and example go hand in hand. 

I would therefore exhort one and all of you to look 
well to the East, to the West, to the North and to the 
South, and see that the entering avenues are strictly 
guarded, and that you suffer no one to pass the threshold 
of your Asylum but the worthy Children of Humility ; 
and at the same time, that you suffer no one to walk 
among you disorderly, without admonition or reproof. 
While such is the conduct of the officers and members, 
you may rest assured that this valiant magnanimous or- 
der will forever flourish like the green hay tree . And 
now, my worthy Sir Knights, I would address you in 
the language of David to his beloved city, “ Peace be 
within thy walls and prosperity within thy palaces.” 
For my Brethren and Companions’ sakes, I will now say 
Peace he within thee . 

The Grand Marshal then proclaims the new Encamp- 
ment in the following manner, viz : 

“ In the name of the Most Eminent Grand Encamp- 
ment of the State of , I proclaim this new En- 
campment by the name of , to be legally consti- 

tuted, consecrated, and the officers duly installed.” 

The lines are then formed, and return in the same or- 
der to the hall from whence they started where the busi- 
ness of the Encampment is resumed. After the neces- 
sary business is finished, the Encampment is closed in 
due and ancient form. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

GENERAL GRAND ENCAMPMENT 

or 

KNIGHTS TEMPIARS, 

FOR THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Ad AMENDED AT THE TRIENNIAL MEETING, BEGUN AND HELD IN THE 
omr OF BOSTON, ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1850, 

AND OF THE ORDER, 732. 


ARTICLE I. 

Section 1 . The General Grand Encampment of 
Knights Templars and the appendant Orders, for the 
United States of America, consists of a General Grand 
Master, Deputy General Grand Master, General Grand 
Generalissimo, General Grand Captain General, General 
Grand Prelate, General Grand Senior Warden, General 
Grand Junior Warden, General Grand Recorder, Gene- 
ral Grand Treasurer, General Grand Standard Bearer, 
General Grand Sword Bearer, General Grand Warder, 
all Past General Grand Masters, Deputy General Grand 
Masters, General Grand Generalissimos, and General 
Grand Captain Generals of this General Grand Encamp- 
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ment, the Grand Masters, and Past Grand Masters, 
Deputy Grand Masters, Grand Generalissimos, and 
Grand Captain Generals-of all such State Grand Encamp- 
ments, as may be instituted or holden by virtue of this 
Constitution, and the said enumerated officers, or their 
proxies, shall be the only members and voters in the 
said General Grand Encampment. No Past Grand 
Master shall have the right to appear by proxy. 

Provided , That the Encampments, holding Charters 
from this General Grand Encampment, in the several 
States wherein there are no Grand Encampments, may 
be represented in this General Grand Encampment, and 
the officers of such Encampments collectively, shall have 
a right to one vote, in person or by proxy. And pro- 
vided further , That no person shall be constituted a 
proxy unless at the same time he shall be a member of 
some Grand or subordinate Encampment. 

Sec. 2. The time of meeting of the General Grand 
Encampment shall be on the 2d Tuesday of September 
triennially, for the choice of officers and other business, 
at such place as may be from time to time appointed. 

Sec. 3. A special meeting of the General Grand En- 
campment shall be called whenever any two of the first 
four General Grand Officers may deem it necessary ; 
and also whenever it may be required by a majority of 
the Grand Encampments of the States aforesaid : Pro- 
vide d, that such requisition be made known, in writing, 
by the said Encampments respectively to either of the 
before mentioned General Grand Officers. 

Sec. 4. The General Grand Master, Deputy General 
Grand Master, General Grand Generalissimo, arid Gene- 
ral Grand Captain General, are severally hereby author- 
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i zed and empowered to visit and preside in any and 
every assembly of Knights of the Red Cross, Knights 
Templars and of Malta, throughout the jurisdiction of 
the General Grand Encampment; and to give such 
instructions and directions as the good of the Institution 
may require; always adhering to the ancient land- 
marks. 

Sec. 5. In all cases of the absence of any officer from 
any assembly, instituted or holden by virtue of this 
Constitution, the officer next in rank shall succeed his 
superior ; unless through courtesy such officer shall de- 
cline in favor of a Past Superior Officer present. And 
in case of the absence of all the officers, the members 
present, according to seniority and abilities, shall fill the 
several offices. 

Sec. 6 . In every assembly of Knights, all questions 
(except upon the admission of members or candidates) 
shall be determined by a majority of votes ; the presi- 
ding officer for the time being shall be entitled to a vote, 
if a member ; and in case the votes shall be equally di- 
vided, he shall also give the casting vote. 

Sec. 7. In case any casualty shall, at any time, pre- 
vent the triennial election of officers, the several General 
Grand Officers shall hold their respective offices until 
successors be duly elected and qualified. 

Sec. 8 . No person shall hereafter be eligible to any 
office in the General or any State Grand Encampment, 
unless he shall, at the time, be a member of some sub- 
ordinate Encampment. 

Sec. 9. The General Grand Master, Deputy General 
Grand Master, General Grand Generalissimo, and Gene- 
ral Grand Captain General, shall severally have power 
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and authority to institute new Councils of Knights of the 
Red Cross and Encampments of Knights Templars and 
of Malta, in any State or Territory wherein there is not 
a Grand Encampment regularly established. 

Provided, That no dispensation shall be in force be- 
yond the time of the next triennial meeting of the Gene- 
ral Grand Encampment, except the same, for cause 
shown, shall be renewed. 

And provided further , That no Encampment shall be 
established in any State or Territory, where there is an 
Encampment, without the approbation or consent of the 
nearest Encampment to the applicants having been first 
obtained. 

Sec. 10. The fees for instituting a new Council and 
Encampment shall be ninety dollars, exclusive of such 
compensation for executing the Letters of Dispensation 
or Charter as may be deemed reasonable.* 

Sec. 11 . It shall be the duty of either of the General 
Grand Officers, who may hereafter create new Encamp- 
ments, to notify the General Grand Recorder of the 
same, as soon thereafter as possible ; and also to trans- 
mit the fees for the same to the General Grand Treasu- 
rer within thirty days thereafter. 

Sec. 12. For every Knight Templar hereafter created 
in any Encampment holden by Dispensation from either 
of the General Grand Officers, and whilst under the im- 
mediate jurisdiction of the General Grand Encampment, 
such Encampment shall pay the sum of two dollars into 
the General Grand Treasury. 

* The sum fixed to be paid to the G. G. Kecorder for a Charter is 
ten dollars. 
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ARTICLE II. 

Of State Grand Encampments . 

Section 1 . Whenever there shall be three or more 
Encampments instituted or holden under this Constitu- 
tion, in any one State, a Grand Encampment may be 
formed in such State, after obtaining the approbation 
and consent of the General Grand Master, the Deputy 
General Grand Master, or the General Grand Encamp- 
ment. 

Sec. 2. The State Grand Encampments shall severally 
consist of a Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand 
Generalissimo, Grand Captain General, Grand Prelate, 
Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden, Grand 
Recorder, Grand Treasurer, Grand Standard Bearer, 
Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Warder, all Past Grand 
Masters, Deputy Grand Masters, Grand Generalissimos, 
and Grand Captain Generals, of any State Grand En- 
campment, wheresoever they may reside, the Grand 
Commanders, Generalissimos, and Captain Generals, for 
the time being, of the Encampments over which they 
shall respectively preside, and all Past Grand Command- 
ers of such Encampments, as long as they shall continue 
in active existence, and their said enumerated officers, or 
their proxies, shall be the only members and voters of 
the said State Grand Encampments respectively. 

Sec. 3. The State Grand Encampments shall be 
holden at least once in every year, at such times and 
places as they shall respectively direct ; and the Grand 
or Deputy Grand Masters, respectively, may call spe- 
cial meetings when they may deem the same necessary. 
Their officers shall be chosen annually by ballot. 

0 * 
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Sec. 4. The several State Grand Encampments sub- 
ject to the provisions of this Constitution, shall have the 
sole government and superintendence of the several 
Councils of Knights of the Red Cross, Knights Templars, 
and Knights of Malta, within their respective jurisdic- 
tions ; shall assign their limits, and settle" controversies 
that may happen between them ; and shall have power 
under their respective seals, and the signs manual of 
their respective principal Grand Officers, attested by 
their respective Grand Secretaries, to constitute new 
Councils and Encampments of the above-mentioned Or- 
ders, within their respective jurisdictions. 

Sec. 5. The Grand, and Deputy Grand Masters, sev- 
erally shall have the power and authority, during the 
recess of the Grand Encampment of which they are offi- 
cers, to grant Letters of Dispensation, under their re- 
spective hands and private seals, to a competent number 
of petitioners, residing within their respective jurisdic- 
tions, (possessing the constitutional qualifications,) em- 
powering them to form and open a Council and Encamp- 
ment, for a certain specified term of time, not extending 
beyond the next meeting of the Grand Encampment. 
And in all cases of such Dispensation, the officer grant- 
ing the same shall make report thereof at the next meet- 
ing of the Grand Encampment, who may either con- 
tinue or recall the same, or may grant the petitioners a 
Charter. 

Sec. 6 . The several State Grand Encampments shall 
possess authority, upon the* institution of new Councils 
or Encampments, within their respective jurisdictions, 
to require the payment of such fees as they may deem 
expedient; which fees shall be advanced and paid be- 
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fore a Charter or Letters of Dispensation shall be 
issued. 

Sbc. 7. The State Grand Encampments shall severally 
have power to require from the several Councils and 
Encampments, within their respective jurisdictions, such 
reasonable proportion of sums received by them for con- 
ferring the degrees, and such certain annual sums from 
their respective members as may be necessary for sup- 
porting the Grand Encampment with propriety and 
respectability ; which said dues shall be made good and 
paid over by the Councils and Encampments respect- 
ively at such times as the said Grand Encampments 
may direct. 

Sec. 8. No Charter shall be issued for constituting an 
Encampment of Knights Templars and the appendant 
Orders, except upon the petition of nine Knights of these 
Orders, and a recommendation of the Encampment in 
the same State nearest the place where the new Encamp- 
ment is to be established* ! 

Sec. 9. The Grand Recorders shall severally make an 
annual communication to each other, and also to the 
General Grand Recorder, containing a list of Grand Oflb 
cers, and all such other matters as may be deemed use- 
ful for the mutual information of the several Grand 
Encampments. And the said State Grand Recorders 
shall also regularly transmit to the General Grand 
Recorder a copy of all their By-Laws and Regulations. 

Sec. 10. The jurisdiction of the several State Grand 
Encampments shall not extend beyond the limits of the 
State in which they shall respectively be holden ; ex- 
cepting any case wherein, before the formation of this 
Constitution, a Grand Encampment had been formed by 
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Ml united representation of the Enoampments in two 
adjoining States. 

ARTICLE m. 

Of Subordinate Councils and Encampments . 

Section 1 . All regular assemblies of Knights of the 
Red Cross are called Councils ; and all regular assem- 
blies of Knights Templars and Knights of Malta are 
called Encampments. Every Council and Encampment 
ought to assemble at least quarterly, for business and 
improvement. Every Encampment shall consist of a 
Grand Commander, Generalissimo, Captain General, 
Prelate, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Recorder, 
Treasurer, Standard Bearer, Sword Bearer, Warder, 
and as many members as may be found convenient. 

Sec. 2. No encampment shall confer the orders of 
Knighthood for a less sum than twenty dollars, nor upon 
any one who shall not have regularly received the seve- 
ral degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Mas- 
ter Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent 
Master, and Royal Arch Mason. The rule of succes- 
sion in conferring the orders of Knighthood shall be as 
follows, viz : Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Templar, 
Knight of Malta. Provided , That the Encampments 
within the jurisdiction of this General Grand Encamp- 
ment may confer the orders of Knighthood upon regu- 
larly ordained officiating clergymen without fee. 

Sbo. 3 . Every Council and Encampment in any State 
where there is a Grand Encampment, shall have a Char- 
ter from the Grand Encampment of such State, or a Dis- 
pensation from one of the first two Grand Officers. And 
ft o Council or Encampment that may hereafter be 
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formed or opened in any such State, shall be deemed 
legal without such Charter or Dispensation ; and com- 
munication is hereby interdicted and forbidden between 
any Council or Encampment under this jurisdiction, or 
any member of either of them, and any Council, En- 
oampment, or Assembly that may be so formed, opened, 
or holden in such State, without such Charter or Dispen- 
sation, or any or either of their members, or any person 
introduced into such illegal assembly. 

Sec. 4. The Grand Commander of every Encampment 
and Council has it in special charge to see that the By- 
Law? of his Council or Encampment are duly observed, 
as well as the General Grand Constitution, and the regu- 
lations of the General Grand Encampment ; that accu- 
rate records are kept, and just accounts rendered ; that 
regular returns are made to the Grand Encampment, 
and to the General Grand Recorder, annually, and that 
the annual dues are promptly paid. He has authority 
to call special meetings at pleasure ; and it is his duty, 
together with his second and third officer, to attend all 
meetings of the Grand Encampment in person, or by 
proxy. 

Sec. 5. It shall not be deemed regular for any En- 
campment or Council to confer the orders of Knighthood 
upon any sojourner, whose fixed place of abode is within 
any State in which there is an Encampment regularly 
established, except by the consent of the nearest En- 
campment in such foreign State, wherein the applicant 
or applicants may reside ; and in case any Encampment 
shall confer the said orders, contrary to this section, 
such Encampment shall, on demand, pay over to the 
Encampment situated nearest the candidate’s fixed place 
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of abode, the whole amount of fees received for his ad- 
mission. 

Sec. 6. The officers of every Council and Encamp 
ment under this jurisdiction, before they enter upon the 
exercise of their respective offices, and also the members 
of such Councils and Encampments, and every candidate 
upon his admission into the same, shall take the follow- 
ing obligation, viz : “ I, (A. B.) do promise and swear 
that I will support and maintain the Constitution of the 
General Grand Encampment of Knights Templars for 
the United States of America.” 

Sec. 7. The General Grand Encampment shall be 
competent, on concurrence of two-thirds of its members 
present, at any time hereafter, to revise, amend, and 
alter this Constitution. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the 
seal of the General Grand Encampment to 
be hereunto affixed. 

Dated at the city of Washington, this 
26th day of September, 1850,*and of the 
Order, 732. 

B. B. FRENCH, 

G. G. Recorder . 
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SONGS, ODES, HYMNS, &c. 


The following Address was delivered the Cavaliers by the 
Grand Master , a short time before he was led out to the 
pyre to be burned. 

Welcome, my friends, we meet to part no more; 

But this one conflict, and our wars are o’er : 

^Welcome, my friends, let’s bless this happy hour 
Which wrests the Templars from tyrannic pow’r. 

Hail, glorious day, thy triumph crowns our woes, 

And far removes us from our ruthless foes. 

Come, Syon’s children, raise your sunken eyes, 

Behold the beauties of yon azure skies. 

Th’ empyreal Sun, supremely bright appears, 

Whilst gentle Aura nature’s aspect cheers ; 

Legions of martyrs, ’scending from above, 

Trisagiums chanting with seraphic love, 

In spiral order range about our pyre, 

T 5 allay the fervor of the exitious fire, 

Infuse a zeal more ardent than our flames ; 

With those of martyrs, class the Templars’ names. 
These frail, these wasted, famish’d, spectre forms, 

With grace, shall brave fell persecution’s storms. 

Tho’ humid dungeons, and lugubrous cells, 

Tho’ midnight visits from grim sentinels, 

Tho’ wheels and racks have rent our tender frame, 
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And barb’rous fiends achiev’d their hellish scheme, 
They, Templars find, in spirit and in name. 

Remorseless Herods, tragic scenes renew, 

Tartars are angels, when compared with you. 

Base, wretched men, your malice proves in vain, 

Your lures, your gifts, we equally disdain. 

Haste, glut your vengeance on the dismal pyres, 

And with these withered bones light up your fires. 

Your conquest gain’d, in smoke and ashes ends ; 

Thus far alone your murd’rous pow’r extends. 

But, mark my words, though slanders now avail, 

Great is the truth , and it shall yet prevail . 

In distant ages the astonish’d world, 

(When despots, like you, shall from their thrones be hurl’d) 
Shall judge our cause ; our innocence proclaim, 

And load with execration Philip’s name : 

Then bless’d Jerusalem shall cease to mourn, 

Renascent Templars to her walls return ; 

Her august Fane, trisagiums shall resound, 

And long lost children kiss her hallow’d ground. 

Fair Syon’s offspring then shall cease to mourn. 

And hail the enraptur’d walls on their return. 

Templars, let’s march, to gain the sacred prize, 

The flames shall waft us to the pitying skies. 
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ODE TO CHARITY. 

Offspring of Heav’n, mankind’s best friend, 
Bright Charity, inspire the lay ; 

On these terrestrial shores descend, 

And quit the realms of cloudless day : 
Chorus. To Thee our constant vows are paid, 
Thy praise we hymn, Angelic Maid. 

When Vulcan rages unconfin’d, 

And Neptune mourns his baffled pow’r ; 
When flames aspiring with the wind, 

To Heaven’s high arch resistless tow’r ; 
Chorus. ’Tis thou our hearts with pity’s glow 
Inspir’st, to feel for human wo. 

The house a dismal ruin lies, 

Where mirth late tun’d her lyre of joy ; 

And tears of anguish fill your eyes, 

Poor orphan girl, and houseless boy : 

Chorus. But thou, sweet maid, with pity’s glow 
Inspir’st each heart, to soothe their wo. 

Come, then, all-bounteous as thou art, 

And hide thee from our sight no more ; 
Touch ev’ry soul, expand each heart 
That breathes on freedom’s chosen shore : 
Chorus. Columbia’s sons with pity’s glow 
Inspire to feel for human wo. 


ROYAL ARCH SONG. 

When orient Wisdom beam’d serene, 
And pillar’d Strength arose ; 

When Beauty ting’d the glowing scene, 
And Faith her mansion chose ; . 

10 
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Exulting bands the fabric view’d, 
Mysterious po w’rs adored ; 

And high the Triple Union stood, 

That gave the mystic word. 

Pale Envy wither’d at the sight, 

And frowning at the pile, 

Call’d Murder from the realms of Night, 
To blast the glorious toil ; 

With ruffian outrage, join’d in wo, 

They form the league abhorr’d, 

And wounded Science felt the blow, 

That crush’d the mystic word. 

Concealment from sequester’d cave, 

On sable pinions flew, 

And o’er the sacrilegious grave, 

Her veil impervious threw ; 

The associate band in solemn state 
The awful loss deplor’d, 

And Wisdom mourned the ruthless fate, 
That whelm’d the mystic word. 

At length, through time’s expanded sphere, 
Fair Science spreads her way, 

And warm’d by truth’s refulgence clear, 
Reflects the kindred ray ; 

A second fabric’s tow’ring height 
Proclaims the sign restor’d, 

From whose foundation, brought to light, 
Is drawn the mystic word. 

To depths obscure, the favor’d Trine 
A dreary course engage, 

’Till through the Arch, the ray divine 
Illumes the sacred page ! 

From the wide wonders of this blaze, 

Our ancient signs restor’d, 

The Royal Arch alone displays 
The long lost mystic word. 
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ODE FOR DEDICATION. 

Almighty Father ! God of Love/ 

Sacred, eternal King of Kings ! 

From thy Celestial courts above, 

Send beams of grace on seraph’s wings ; 

O may they, gilt with light divine, 

Shed on our hearts inspiring rays ; 

While bending at this sacred shrine, 

We offer mystic songs of praise. 

Faith ! with divine and heav’nward eye, 
Pointing to radiant realms of bliss, 

Shed here thy sweet benignity, 

And crown our works with happiness. 

Hope, too, with bosom void of fear, 

Still on thy steadfast anchor lean ; 

O shed thy balmy influence here, 

And fill our breasts with joy serene. 

And thou, fair Charity ! whose smile 
Can bid the heart forget its wo, 

Whose hand can misery’s care beguile, 

And kindness’ sweetest boon bestow, 

Here shed thy sweet, soul-soothing ray ; 
Soften our hearts, thou Pow’r divine ! 

Bid the warm gem of Pity play 

With sparkling lustre on our shrine. 

Thou, who art thron’d ’midst dazzling light, 
And wrapp’d in brilliant robes of gold, 

Whose flowing locks of silv’ry white, 

Thy age and honor both unfold, 

Genius of Masonry ! descend, 

And guide our steps by thy strict law ; 

O swiftly to our temple bend, 

And fill our breasts with solemn awe. 


Digitized by Google 



lift 


TEMPLARS 7 CHART. 


ODE FOR GRAND VISITATION. 

WORDS BY R. T. PAINE, ESQ. 

Sweet Minstrel, who to mortal ears 
Can’st tell the Art which guides the spheres, 
Blest Masonry, all hail ! 

With nature’s birth thy laws began 
To rule on earth fraternal man, 

And still in heav’n prevail. 

O’er matter’s modes thy mystic sway 
Can fashion Chaos’ devious way, 

To order’s lucid maze ; 

Can rear the cloud-assaulting tow’r, 

And bid the worm, that breathes its hour, 

Its humble palace raise. 

From nascent life to being’s pride, 

The surest boon thy laws provide, 

When wayward fate beguiles ; 

The tears thou shed’st for human wo, 

In falling, shine like Iris’ bow, 

And beam an arch of smiles. 

Come, Priest of Science, truth arrayed, 

And with thee bring each tuneful maid 
Thou lov’st on Shinar’s plains ; 

Revive creation’s primal plan, 

Subdue this wilderness of man, 

Bid social virtue reign. 


KNIGHT TEMPLAR’S SONG. 

God bless the worthy band, 

Who grace this happy land 
With valiant Knights ; 

May the united Three 
Of the blest Trinity 
Cement the Unity • 

Of all great lights. 
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Twelve once were highly lov’d, 

But one a Judas proved, 

Put out his fire ; 

May Simon haunt all fools, 

Who vary from our rules, 

May the heads of all such tools 
Rest high on spires. 

No Turk nor Jew we’ll fight, 

But in Religion’s right 
We’ll breathe our last; 

Poor pilgrims, begging, we 
Will our Jerusalem see ; 

All steps, true Knights, have we 
Gloriously pass’d. 

Enter’d, pass’d, rais’d, and arch’d, 
And then like princes march’d 
Through rugged ways; 

At length great light we saw, 

And poor old Simon, too, 

Also the word and law, 

“Glory and praise.” 

Then, Knights, clasp hand in hand, 
None but Knights Templars stand 
In circle round ; • 

May we e’er live in love, 

And ev’ry blessing prove, 

May manna from above 
Fall on this ground. 

REST, HOLY PILGRIM. 

Rest, holy pilgrim, rest I pray, 

Dreary to Mecca’s shrine’s thy way ; 

O deign an hermit’s hut to share, 

Nor proudly spurn his homely fare. 
But say from whence thy sorrows flow, 
Impart each secret source of wo; 
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For time, I see, and grief have spread 
A silver halo o’er thy head. 

No ruffian’s lawless steps intrude 
To blast the joys of solitude ; 

But peace and meditation dwell, 

Sweet inmates of the hermit’s cell. 

To quench thy thirst the rock shall flow, 
To feed thee sweetest fruits shall grow, 
Soft dreams shall nature’s waste repair, 
Then deign an hermit’s hut to share. 


KNIGHT TEMPLAR’S SONG. 

To the Knight Templar’s awful dome, ^ 
Where glorious knights in arms were drest, 
Fill’d with surprise I slowly come, 

With solemn jewels on my breast. 

A pilgrim to this house I came, 

With sandal, scarf, and scrip so white; 
Through rugged paths my feet were led, 

All this I bore to be a Knight. 

With feeble arm I gently smote 
At the Knight Templar’s mercy gate ; 
What I beheld, when it was op’d, 

Was splendid, elegant, and great. 

Twelve dazzling lights I quickly saw, 

All chosen for the cross to fight ; 

In one of them I found a flaw, 

And speedily put out that light. 

Unite your hearts and join your hands, 

In every solemn tie of love, 

United each firm Templar stands, 

The virtue of his cause to prove. 

Until the world is lost in fire, 

By order of the Trinity, 

The amazing world shall still admire, 

Our steadfast love and unity. 
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FUNERAL HYMN. 

Unveil thy bosom, faithful tomb, 

Take this new treasure to thy trust, 

And give these sacred relics room 
To slumber in the silent dust. 

Nor pain, nor grief, nor anxious fear, 

Invade thy bounds : no mortal woes 

Can reach the silent sleepers here, 

And Angels watch their soft repose. 

So Jesus slept ; God’s dying Son, 

Past through the grave, and blest the bed ; 

Rest here, dear Saint, ’till from his throne 
The morning break, and pierce the shade. 

Break from his throne, illustrious Morn, 
Attend, O Earth, his sov’reign word ; 

Restore thy trust, a glorious form, 

He must ascend to meet his Lord. 


HYMN. 

Great Architect ! supreme, divine, 

Whose wisdom plann’d the grand design, 
And gave to nature birth : 

Whose word with light adorn’d the skies, 
Gave matter form, bade order rise, 

And bless’d the new-born earth : 

Chorus . ’Till love shall cease, ’till order dies, 

To thee Masonic praise shall rise. 

O bless this love-cemented band, 

Form’d and suppdrted by thy hand, 

For Charity’s employ ; 

To shield the wretched from despair, 

To spread through scenes of grief and care, 
Reviving rays of joy. 

Chorus. ’Till love, &c. 
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The lib’ral Arts, by Thee designed 
To polish, comfort, aid mankind, 

We labor to improve; 

While we adore Jehovah’s name, 

Pour on our hearts the melting flame, 
And mould our souls to love. 
Chorus. ’Till love, &c. 


HYMN. 

Blest be the tie, that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love. 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

Before our Father’s throne, 

We pour our ardent' prayers ; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one 
Our comforts and our cares. 

We share our mutual woes, 

Our mutual burdens bear ; 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing fear. 

When we asunder part, 

It gives us inward pain , 

But we shall yet be joined in heart, 
And hope to meet again. 

This glorious hope revives 
Our courage by the way , 

While each in expectation lives, 

And longs to see the day. 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free ; 

And perfect love and friendship reign 
Through all Eternity. 
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ODE FOR DEDICATION. 
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ODE FOR DEDICATION. 

BY J. H. 


ANDANTE. 
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ODE FOR GRAND VISITATION. 

Allegro ma non Presto. 
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FUNERAL HYMN. 

MUSIC BY HANDEL. 


ADAGIO. 
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CHORUS. 
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THE VOICE OF FREE GRACE. 

BY DR. CLARKE. 


12 *. Major , 
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This fountain so clear, in which all may find pardon. 
From Jesus* side flows, a plenteous redemption ; 

Though your sins were increased, as high as a mountain, 
His blood can remove them, it streams from the fountain. 
Chorus . Hallelujah, fee. 


0 Jesus ! ride on, thy kingdom is glorious ; 

O’er sin, death, and hell, thou wilt make us victorious ; 
Thy name shall be prais’d in the great congregation, 
And saints shall delight, in ascribing salvation. 

Chorus . Hallelujah, fee. 


When on Zion we stand, having gain’d the blest shore. 
With our harps in our hands, we will praise him evermore ; 
We’ll range the blest fields on the banks of the river. 

And sing hallelujah for ever and ever. 

Chorus. Hallelujah, fee. 


ROYAL ARCH SONG. 

Andawte Pomposo. 


jr 


■ 


wmwzrm 

mSSSS 

5 


r- 

r 

H 

■ 


■.a mm*JM 

Wtit i. JBBF* 

■Mm 

1 



F/i 


■ 

uB' 


I 


M 

MB 


& 

I 

mwmmdmum* 



B 


•f r- i 

When o - rient Wis-dom beam’d se - rene, A 

-r- . _ 

nd 

— r- Z29X 

umm 

jiMii 



UaHrSTi 



Hi 



aggiig 

feSB 

■B9HK 'JH 




mm 


■MMBm ■MafMBMk Ml 



Digitized by Google 





150 


TEMPLARS* CHART. 


Pia. S. F. 


S. F. 


templars’ chart. 


151 


. jfrr .r r i* to ihi F 

id" “ 

=H 

1 

p§3 

-e 

ft 

| high the Triple Union stood, That gave the mystic word. 


r — 

II 

-=d- i_ • _j_ | — [_ 


fj 


[See Page 168 .] 


GLEE. 


Allegro mj. wow presto. 


Pia * Cres 


il id — fc 

-J- 

1 

If ; JiLiLmt . JIMB H 


. —n— ■ 





iuSS 




n — — 

v | ' 

Hail ! myster’ous, glor’oui 

4 1 

I f 

3 science. Hail ! mys - 

IL* * 


rz 

1 

g/lL* 


rz 

J 



hi 

— •— 

p HI ■ 1 


r 

/A'if • 

I 

tail! mys- 



— 


■■ 

* 

* J 




Digitized by Google 





152 


TEMPLARS 1 CHART. 


Fos. 



templars’ chart. 


153 





TEMPLARS CHART. 


155 


PlA. 



glo’rous science. 


Digitized by 


Google 






templars’ chabt. 


CHARITY. 

A HYMN. 


157 


ANDANTE. Mezzo For. 




186 



Digitized by v^ooQle 







templars’ chart. 


m 






He aids the poor in their distress — 

He hears when they complain ; 

With tender heart delights to bless 
And lessen all their pain : 

The sick, the prisoner, poor and blind, 
And all the sons of grief, 

In him a benefactor find, 

He loves to give relief. 

*Tis love, that makes religion sweet, 
*Tis love, that makes us rise, 

With willing mind and ardent feet, 

To yonder happy skies : 

Then let us all In love abound, 

And Charity pursue ; 

Thus shall we be with glory crown’d. 
And love as angels do. 
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0, hear our pray’r to day, 

Turn not thy face away ; 

0 Lord, our God ! 

Heav’n, thy dread dwelling-place. 
Cannot contain thy Grace, 
Remember now our race, 

0 Lord, our God ! 

God of our fathers hear, 

And to our cry be near, 

Jehovah, God ! 

The Heav’ns eternal bow. 
Forgive in mercy now 
Thy suppliants here, O thou, 
Jehovah, God ! 

To Thee our hearts do draw, 

On them 0 write thy law. 

Our Saviour, God ! 

When in this Lodge we*re met. 
And at thine Altar knelt, 

O, do not us forget, 

Our Saviour, God ! 
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SUPPLEMENT 

TO THE 

TEMPLARS’ CHART: 

CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING 

' THIRTY INEFFABLE DEGREES, 


WITH THEIR 

EMBLEMS & ILLUSTRATIONS, 


viz: 

SECRET MASTER. 

PERFECT MASTER. 

INTIMATE SECRETARY. 

PROVOST AND JUDGE. 

INTENDANT OF THE BUILDING. 

ELECT OF NINE. 

ILLUSTRIOUS ELECTED OF FIFTEEN. 
SUBLIME KNIGHT ELECT. 

GRAND MASTER ARCHITECT. 

KING SOLOMON’S ROYAL ARCH. 

GRAND ELECT, PERFEI T A SUBLIME 
MASON. 

KNIGHTS OF THE EAST A SWORD. 
PRINCE OF JERUSALEM. 

KNIGHTS OF THE EAST AND WEST. 
KNIGHTS OF ROSE CROIX D» H. 


GRAND PONTIFF PRUSSIAN KNIGHT- 
GRAND MASTER OF ALL SYMBOLIC 

LODGES. 

PATRIARCH NOACH1TE. 

PRINCE OF LIBANUS. 

CHIEF OF THE TABERNACLE. 

PRINCE OF THE TABERNACLE. 
KNIGHTS OF THE RRAZEN SERPENT. 
PRINCE OF MERCY. 

COMMANDER OF THE TEMPLE. 
KNIGHTS OF THE SUN. 

PATRIARCH OF THE CRUSADES. 

K-H GRAND ELECT KNIGHT. 

GRAND INQUISITOR COMMANDER. 
SUBLIME PRINCE OF THE ROYAL 
SECRET. 


i 


SUPREME COUNCIL OF GRAND INSPECTORS GENERAL 

OF THE 33d DEGREE. 


BY JEREMY L. CROSS, 

SOY.*. GRD.\ XN8P.*. GEM.'. OF THE 33d DEGREE, AMD GRAMD COMMAMDER. 


^eto Ijolrli. 

1852 . 
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Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the United States, for the 
Southern District of New York. 
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THE INEFFABLE DEGREES. 


The Ineffable Degrees of Masonry are of modern 
origin. Most of them were created in France, about 
the year 1700, or soon after Masonry was revived in 
that country by Masons who had emigrated thither from 
Scotland. The language of history concerning them is 
as follows : 

“ The attachment of the French people for innovation 
and external finery, produced the most unwarrantable 
alterations upon the principles and ceremonies of the 
Order, a number of new degrees were created, the office- 
bearers of the Craft were arrayed in the most splendid 
and costly attire, the Lodges were transformed into de- 
bating clubs, where the most extravagant opinions were 
discussed in theology and political economy, which was 
hostile to true religion and sound government. In other 
countries of the continent, similar innovations, in a 
greater or less degree, prevailed. 

“ These dangerous innovations have not the smallest 
connection with the principles of ancient Free Masonry. 
They are unnatural excrescences formed by a warm 
imagination, and fostered by the interference of design* 
ing men. 

“ The purity of Free Masonry in our own country, as 
contained in the first nine degrees, has no doubt bid an 
auspicious tendency in promoting its prosperity. But 
Germany, as well as France, has been the prolific parent 
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of a thousand devices intended to sport with public 
credulity, and calculated to degrade the simplicity and 
beauty of our Society. The great landmarks have been 
broken down, the genuine degrees of Free Masonry 
have been considered as initiative steps into more ele- 
vated orders and the more Sublime mysteries^with a 
view of gain, or gratifying that taste for frivolous parade 
which is the natural companion of frivolous minds. 

“ Thus those numerous degrees and orders have been 
invented, as connected with and more exalted than Free 
Masonry. They are decorated with stars, and ribbons, 
and garters, and other insignia, all calculated to mislead 
the weak, the frivolous, and the vain ; they are attended 
with all the pomp, and mystery, and solemnity which 
the imagination can invent ; they are imposed upon 
their credulous votaries as the offspring of heroic achieve- 
ments, as the establishment of sages who administered 
before the oracles of God; or as the invention of heaven- 
endowed philosophers possessed of all the secrets of na- 
ture, of the immortal elixir, the philosopher’s stone, and 
the powers of invisibility and ubiquity.” 

Thus we may consider the character of the Ineffable 
Degrees: 

“ In this country, ancient Masonry, as used and taught 
in the first nine degrees since its first establishment, has 
existed in its pure, unsophisticated state, its venerable 
simplicity has not been invaded by the rude hands of 
modem barbarians, its sublime doctrines have not been 
sullied by the ridiculous fables of wretched adventurers, 
nor have its beautiful ceremonies been ridiculed by the 
empirioal parade and disgusting mummery of recreant 
cowans.” 
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The Ineffable Degrees are'in no wise connected with 
Ancient Craft Masonry, as practiced in our blue Lodges, 
or the Chapter degrees, or the Council of Royal and 
Select Masters, nor have they any connection with the 
Orders of Knighthood, i . e ., of the Red Cross Knights," 
Knights Templars, or Knights of Malta, "as conferred in 
this country, in England, or in Scotland ; yet they bor- 
row largely of all the emblems and illustrations of An- 
cient Craft Masonry. 

In the introduction of the emblems and illustrations, 
we have consulted the mode of conferring these degrees 
both in France and Germany, and as both of those 
countries are legal parents of the degrees, it is no more 
than fair that they both should have a chance of pre- 
senting their own views of these matters. We have 
also had access to the Egyptian rite, and their illustra- 
tion of the ninety degrees whereby we hare enriched the 
degrees as conferred in France and Germany. 

One object we have in view in giving this brief descrip- 
tion of the Ineffable Degrees, and their illustrations and 
emblems, is that the craft generally may read, examine, 
and judge for themselves of the utility and general bear- 
ing of the degrees, and place that estimated value upon 
them which they may judge them entitled to in the side 
of their Order. For ourselves, we have ever considered 
them of no real value, and many of them too trifling 
and inconsistent with truth and history, both sacred and 
profane. 

A brief but correct history of the Supreme Grand 
Council of the 33d degree, as constituted in the United 
States, may be found at the close of this volume. 

15 
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INEFFABLE DEGREES. 

SECRET MASTER. 

The Lodge of Secret Masters should be spread with 
black and strewed with tears. The Master represents 
Solomon coming to the Temple to elect seven Experts. 
He is styled the Most Powerful. 

There is only one Warden, who is called Adoniram, 
after him who had the inspection of the workmanship 
done at Mount Libanus. He was the first made Secret 
Master. • 

Solomon holds a sceptre in his hand ; he stands in 
the East before a triangular altar, upon which is a crown 
and some olive and laurel leaves. Adoniram, ^the In- 
spector, stands in the West. 

The first officer is decorated with a blue ribbon, from 
the right shoulder to the left hip, to which hangs a tri- 
angle. The second officer is decorated with a w r hite 
ribbon, bordered with black, in a triangular form, and 
an ivory key suspended therefrom with a figure of Z 
ypon it. 

All the other brethren are decorated in the same 
manner, with white aprons and gloves, the strings of the 
aprons black, the flap of the apron is blue with a golden 
eye upon it. This Lodge should be enlightened by 
^eighty-one candles, distributed by nine times nine. 
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A candidate, after being strictly examined by the In- 
spector, who must vouch for his qualifications, is thus 
addressed by the Most Powerful representative of the 
King-. 

Brother, — You have hitherto only seen the thick veil 
that covers the S. S. of God’s Temple, your fidelity, 
zeal and constancy have gained you the favor I now 
grant you, of showing you our treasure and introducing 
you in the secret place. 

He is then invested with the ribb&n, the crown of 
laurel and olives by the Most Powerful, who thus ad- 
dresses him ; 

My Brother — I receive you as Secret Master, and 
give you rank among the Levites. This laurel, the em- 
blem of victory, is to remind you of the conquest you 
are to gain over your passions. The olive is the symbol 
of that peace apd union which ought to reign among us. 
It belongeth to you to deserve the favor, that you may 
be enabled one day to arrive in the secret place, to con- 
template the Pillar of Beauty. I decorate you with the 
ivory key, hung to a white and black ribbon, as a sym- 
bol of your fidelity, innocence and discretion. 

The apron and gloves are to be marks of the candor 
of all Secret Masters, in the number of which you have 
deserved to be introduced. In this quality, my Brother, 
you are to become the faithful guardian of the S. S., 
and I put you in the number of 7 to be one of the con 
ductors of the works which are rising to the divinity. 
The eye upon your apron is to remind you to have a 
careful watch over the conduct of the Craft in general. 

The Lodge is closed by the mysterious number. 
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PERFECT MASTER. 

The Lodge of Perfect Masters is hung with green 
tapestry on eight columns, four on each side, placed at 
equal distances, to he illuminated with sixteen' lights 
placed at the four cardinal points. A table before the 
canopy covered with black. The R. W. and Respecta- 
ble Master represents the noble Adoniram, being the 
first that was elected S. M., because Solomon chose him 
first of the seven. He commanded the works of the 
Temple before H. A. arrived at Jerusalem, and after- 
wards had the inspection of the works at Mount Liba- 
nus. He is decorated with the ornaments of Perfection, 
and is a Prince of Jerusalem with those decorations. 
He occupies the place of Solomon, in the East under 
the canopy. 

There is only one Warden, who represents Stockin in 
the function of an Inspector, with the ornaments of his 
highest degrees which he received in the West. 

The assistants being at least Perfect Masters, ought 
to be decorated with a large green ribbon hung to the 
neck, with a jewel suspended thereto, being a compass 
extended to sixty degrees. 

The brethren all have aprons of white leather with 
green flaps ; on the middle of the apron must be em- 
broidered a square stone surrounded by three circles, 
with the letter P in the centre. 

After a candidate is duly examined in the proficiency 
he has made in the foregoing degree, he is regularly 
introduced, and is thus addressed by the M. P. : 

My Brother, — It is my desire to draw you from your 
vicious life, and by the favor I have received from the 
15 * 
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most powerful of beings, I raise you to the degree of 
Perfect Master, on condition that you strictly adhere to 
what shall be presented to you by our laws. 

The ceremonies, &c., of this degree were originally 
established as a grateful tribute of respect to the memory 
of a departed worthy Brother. 

The Lodge is closed by four times four ( 

INTIMATE SECRETARY. 

The Lodge of I. S. is furnished with black hangings, 
and represents the hall of audience of Solomon. It 
should be enlightened with twenty-seven lights, in three 
candlesticks of nine branches each, placed E. W. and S. 

This Lodge consists of two persons only ; who repre- 
sent S. and H. K. of T. They are covered with blue 
mantles, lined with ermine, with crowns on their heads, 
sceptres in their hands, and seated at a table, on which 
are placed two naked swords, a roll of parchment, and 
a death’s head. 

All the rest of the brethren are considered only as 
Perfect Masters, and are termed the Guards. They 
should have white aprons, lined and embroidered with a 
blood color, with strings of the same ; and ribbons of 
the same color round their necks, to which must be sus- 
pended, hanging on the breast, a solid triangle. 

Charge to a new made Intimate Secretary . 

“ My Brother, — I receive you an Intimate Secretary, 
on your promise to be faithful to the Order in which 
you have just now entered. We hope, Brother, that 
your fidelity will be proof to every trial ; and that this 
sword, with which we arm you, will defend you from 
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the attacks of those who may try to extort from you 
those secrets which we are now about to confer upon 
you.” 

HISTORY. 

Solomon had agreed with the king of Tyre, in return 
for the materials from Mount Lebanon, and those drawn 
from the quarries of Tyre, made use of in constructing 
the Temple (in part payment of which he had already 
furnished him with a measure of oil, honey and wheat,) 
to have given him a province in Galilea, of thirty cities, 
immediately after the temple was completed. 

A year had elapsed before this was complied with on 
the part of Solomon ; and when Hiram went to visit 
this newly acquired territory, he found the lands poor, 
the people rude, uncultivated, and of bad morals ; and 
that the keeping of it would be attended with more ex- 
pense. than profit. He therefore went in person to Solo- 
mon, to complain of the deceit. Being arrived, he 
made his entry through the guards in the court, and 
went hastily to the king’s apartment. 

The countenance of the king of Tyre was so expres- 
sive of anger, as he entered, one of Solomon’s favorites, 
named Joabert, perceived it, and, apprehensive of the 
consequence, followed him to the door to listen. H. 
observed him, ran and seized upon him, and delivered 
him into the custody of the guards ; however, by the 
intercession of Solomon, (who represented that Joabert 
was, of all those about the temple, most attached to 
him, and that his intentions could not have been evil,) 
Hiram agreed to pardon him ; and, before they parted, 
renewed their former friendship, and concluded a treaty 
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of perpetual alliance, which was signed by them, and to 
which Joabert was Intimate Secretary. 

This Lodge is closed by three times nine. 

PROVOST AND JUDGE. 

This Lodge is adorned with red, and lighted by five 
great lights ; one in each corner, and one in the centre. 
The Master is placed in the East, under a blue canopy, 
surrounded with stars, and is styled Thrice Illustrious. 
He represents Tito Prince Harodim, the eldest of the P. 
M., and I. S. first grand warden, and inspector of the 
three hundred architects ; whose office was to draw plans 
for the workmen. 

After the candidate is introduced in due form, the 
Master thus addresses him : 

“ Respectable Brother, — It gives me joy that I am 
about to recompense your zeal and attachment to the 
institution of Masonry, by appointing you provost and 
judge over all the works of this lodge ; and, as we are 
well assured of your prudence and discretion, we, with- 
out the least hesitation, entrust you with a most import- 
ant secret. We expect you will do yotir duty in the 
degree to which you will now be elevated, as you have 
done in those already taken.” 

He is then decorated with a golden key suspended 
by a red ribbon, and an apron with a pocket in its 
centre. 

The intention of Solomon in forming this degree, was 
to strengthen the means of preserving order among such 
a vast number of craftsmen. Joabert, being honored 
with the intimate confidence of his king, received this 
new mark of distinction. 
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Solomon first created Tito Prince Harodim, Adoni- 
ram, and Abda his father, provosts judges, and gave 
them orders to initiate Joabert, his favorite, into the 
secret mysteries of this degree, and to give him the keys 
of all the building. 

Lodge is closed by four and one. 

INTENDANT OF THE BUILDING, OR MASTER 
IN ISRAEL. 

This Lodge is decorated with red hangings, and illu- 
minated with twenty-seven lights, distributed by three 
times pine round the Lodge. There must be five other 
great lights on the altar before the Most Puissant, who 
represents Solomon seated with a sceptre in his hand. 

The first Warden, called Inspector, represents the 
Most Illustrious Tito Harodim ; second Warden repre- 
sents Adoniram, the son of Abda ; all the rest are ranged 
regularly. The Most Puissant, and all the brethren, are 
decorated with a large red ribbon, from the right shoul- 
der to the left hip, to which is suspended a triangle fas- 
tened by a small green ribbon. On one side of the 
triangle are engraved the words, Benchorim , Achard , 
Jachinai ; on the reverse, Judea , Ay, Jea . The aprons 
are white, lined with red, and bordered with green ; in 
the centre, a star with nine points, above a balance ; and 
on the flap a triangle with these letters, B. A. I. on each 
angle. 

A candidate, after being previously prepared and hav- 
ing gone through the ceremonies, is thus addressed : 

“My Brother, — Solomon, willing to carry to the 
highest degree of perfection the work he had begun in 
Jerusalem, found it necessary, from a circumstance with 
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which you are acquainted, to employ the five chiefs of 
the five orders of architecture ; and gave command over 
them to Tito, Adoniram, and Abda his father ; being 
well assured that their zeal and abilities would be ex- 
erted to the utmost, in bringing to perfection so glorious 
a work. In like manner we expect you will do all that 
lies in your power to promote the grand design of 
Masonry. 

This Lodge is closed by 5, 7 and 15. 

ELECTED KNIGHTS OF NINE. 

This chapter represents the audience chamber of Solo- 
mon, and is to be decorated with white and red hang- 
ings — the red with white flames. 

There are nine lights in the east', and eight in the 
west. The Master represents Solomon, seated in the 
east with a table before him covered with black, and is 
styled Most Potent. 

There is only one Warden in the west, who represents 
Stockin with seven brethren round him. All the breth- 
ren must be dressed in black, and their hats flapped, 
with a broad black ribbon from the left shoulder to the 
right hip, on the lower part of which are nine red roses, 
four on each side and one at the bottom, to which is 
suspended a poinard. The aprons are white, lined with 
black, speckled with blood ; on the flap a bloody arm 
with a poinard, and on the area a bloody arm holding 
by the hair a bloody head. 

Near to the Lodge is a small dark place, representing 
a cavern, in which is placed a lamp, a place represent- 
ing a spring, with a basin to hold water, and a table on 
which are laid a poinard and a representation of a bloody 
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head, as just severed from the body. Near the table a 
large stone to sit on, and below the lamp, in capital let- 
ters, VENGEANCE. 

HISTORY OF THIS DEGREE. 

In the reign of Solomon, several of the workmen had 
been guilty of some crime of an enormous nature, and 
made their escape from Jerusalem. A great assembly 
of Masters had sat in consultation on the best means of 
discovering and apprehending them. Their deliberations 
were interrupted by the entrance of a stranger, who de- 
manded to speak to the king in private. Upon being 
admitted, he acquainted Solomon that he had discovered 
where Akirop, one of the traitors, lay concealed ; and 
offered to conduct those whom' the king should please to 
appoint to go with him. This being communicated to 
the brethren, one and all requested to be partakers in 
the vengeance due to the villain. Solomon checked 
their ardor, declaring that only nine should undertake 
the task ; and to avoid giving any offence, ordered all 
their names to be put into an urn, and that the first nine 
that should be drawn, should be the persons to accom- 
pany the stranger. 

At break of day, Joabert, Stockin, and seven others, 
conducted by the stranger, travelled onwards through a 
dreary country. On the way, Joabert found means to 
learn from the stranger that the villain they were in 
quest of had hidden himself in a cavern not far from 
the place where they then were; he soon found the 
cavern and entered it alone, where, by the light of the 
lamp, he discovered the villain asleep, with a poniard at 
his feet. Inflamed at the sight, and actuated by an ipi- 
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patient zeal, he immediately seized the poniard and 
stabbed him, first in the head and then in the heart ; he 
had only time to cry, vengeance is taken , and expired. 
Wheil the other eight arrived and had refreshed them- 
selves at the spring, Joabert severed the head from the 
body, and taking it in one hand and his poniard in 
the other, he, with his brethren, returned to Jerusalem. 
Solomon was at first very much offended that Joabert 
had put it out of his power to take vengeance himself, 
in. presence of and as a warning to the rest of the work- 
men to be faithful to their trust ; but by proper inter- 
cession was again reconciled. 

Joabert became highly favored of Solomon, who con- 
ferred upon him and his eight companions, the title of 
Elected Knights . 

The Chapter is closed by eight and one. 

ILLUSTRIOUS ELECTED OF FIFTEEN. 

This Lodge represents Solomon’s apartment, and is 
to be decorated in the same manner as that of the Nine 
Elect There are two Wardens, the Senior is called In- 
spector. 

This Lodge should consist of only fifteen members, 
but should there be more at the time of reception, they 
must attend in the anti-chamber. 

The apron peculiar to this degree is white, and bor- 
dered with black ; and on the flap, three heads or spikes 
in form of a triangle ; the jewel is the same as that of 
the Nine Elect , only on that part of tl^e black ribbon 
which crosses the breast, there should be the same de- 
vice as upon the apron. 
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HISTORY OF THE DEGREE. 

About six months after the execution of the traitor 
mentioned in the preceding degree of Elected Knights, 
Bengabee, an intendent of SolQmon, in the county of 
Cheth, which was tributary to him, caused diligent in- 
quiry to be made if any person had lately taken shelter 
in those parts who might be supposed to have fled from 
Jerusalem. He published at the same time a particular 
description of all those traitors who had made their 
escape; shortly after he received information that seve- 
ral persons answering his description had lately arrived 
there, and believing themselves perfectly secure, had. 
begun to work in the quarry of Bendaca. 

As soon as Solomon was made acquainted with this 
circumstance, he wrote to Maacha, king of Cheth, to 
assist in apprehending them, and to cause them to be 
delivered to persons that he should appoint to secure 
them, and have them brought to Jerusalem to receive 
the punishment due to their crimes. 

Solomon then elected fifteen Masters, in whom he 
could place the highest confidence, and among whom 
were those who had been in the cavern, and sent them 
in quest of the villains, and gave them an escort of 
troops. Five days were spent in the search, when Ter- 
bal, who bore Solomon’s letter to Moriha and Eleham, 
discovered them cutting stone in the quarry ; they im- 
mediately seized them and bound them in chains. When 
they arrived at Jerusalem, they were imprisoned in the 
tower of Achizer, and the next morning a punishment 
was inflicted on them adequate to their crimes. 

Lodge is closed by 3 times 5. 

16 
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ILLUSTRIOUS KNIGHTS, OR SUBLIME KNIGHTS 
ELECTED. 

This Lodge is called a Grand Chapter ; Solomon pre- 
sides, and of course is to be decorated with a sceptre. 
In place of two Wardens, there are a Grand Inspector 
and Grand Master of Ceremonies. The jewel worn in 
this lodge is a sword, intended to represent a sword of 
justice hung to a large black ribbon ; on the part cross- 
ing the breast, must be an inflamed heart ; which is also 
to be painted on the flap of the apron. The Chapter is 
illuminated by twelve lights. 

HISTORY OF THIS DEGREE. 

After vengeance had been fully taken on the traitors 
mentioned in the foregoing degrees, Solomon instituted 
this, both as a reward for the zeal and integrity of the 
Grand Masters elect of fifteen, and also by their prefer- 
ment to make room for raising other worthy brethren 
fr^m the lower degrees to that of Grand Master elect 
of fifteen. He accordingly appointed twelve of the 
fifteen, chosen by ballot, to constitute a Grand Chapter 
of Illustrious Knights, and gave them command over 
the twelve tribes. He expressed a particular regard for 
this Order, and showed them the precious things in the 
tabernacle. 

Here follow the names of the twelve Illustrious 
Knights, with the tribes over which they respectively 
presided : 

1. Joabert, who presided over the tribe of Judah. 

2. Stockin, . . . . Benjamin. 

3. Terrey, ...... Simeon. 
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4. Morphey, . , 

. Ephraim. 

5. Alycuber, . . . 

. . Manasseh. 

6. Dorson, .... 

. Zebulon. 

7. Kerim, .... 

. . Dan. 

8. Berthemar, .... 

' . Asher. 

9. Tito, .... 

. . Naphtali. 

10. Terbal, .... 

. Reuben. 

11. Benachard, 

. . Issachar. 

12. Taber, .... 

• Gad. 

The Illustrious Knights gave an 

account to Solomon, 


every day, of the work that was done in the Temple, by 
their respective tribes, and received their pay. 

This Chapter is closed by 12. 

GRAND MASTER ARCHITECTS. 

This Chapter is painted white, with red flames ; by 
which is signified the purity of heart and zeal, that should 
be the characteristic of every Grand Master Architect. 
It must have in it a delineation of the five orders of 
architecture ; together with a representation of the north 
star, with seven small stars round it, which signify that 
as the north star is a guide to mariners, so ought virtue 
to be the guide of Grand Master Architects. The 
jewel is a gold medal, on both sides of which are en- 
graved the five orders of architecture, suspended by a 
broad, dark, stone- colored ribbon, from the left shoulder 
to the right hip. 

Every Grand Master Architect must be furnished 
with a case of mathematical instruments. 
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Address to a Candidate on his Admission to this Degree . 

“ Brother, — I have elevated you to this degree from 
an expectation that you will so apply yourself to geome- 
try, to which you are now devoted, as will procure you 
knowledge sufficient to take away the veil from before 
your eyes, which yet remains there, and enable you to 
arrive at the perfect and sublime degree.” 

HISTORY. 

Solomon established this degree with a view of form- 
ing a school of architecture, for the instruction of the 
brethren employed in the temple of God, and animating 
them to arrive at perfection in the royal art. He was a 
prince equally famed for his justice as for his wisdom 
and foresight ; he was therefore desirous of rewarding 
the talents and virtues of the faithful, in order to make 
them perfect, and fit to approach the throne of God. He 
accordingly cast his eyes upon the chiefs of the twelve 
tribes, as persons extremely proper to fulfil the promise 
made to Enoch, to Moses, and to David, that with great 
zeal, in fulness of time, the bowels of the earth should 
be penetrated. 

This Chapter is closed by 1 and 2. 

KING SOLOMON’S ROYAL ARCH. 

To form a Lodge of this degree, five persons at least 
must be present. 

1st. The Most Potent Grand Master, representing 
Solomon in the East, seated in a chair of State, under a 


Digitized by Google 



INEFFABLE DEGREES. 


28 


rich canopy, with a crown on his head and a sceptre in 
his hand. He is dressed in royal robes of yellow, and 
an ermined vestment of blue satin, reaching to the 
elbows ; a broad purple ribbon from the right shoulder 
to the left hip, to which is hung a triangle of gold. 

2d. The Grand Warden, representing the king of 
Tyre, on his left hand, seated as a stranger, clothed in a 
purple robe and a yellow vestment. 

3d. The Grand Inspector, representing G — , in the 
West, with a drawn sword in his hand. 

4th. The Grand Treasurer, representing Joabert, in 
the North, with a golden key to his fifth buttonhole, 
and upon it the letters I. V. I. L., Juvenis verbum intre 
Leonis . 

5th. The Grand Secretary, representing Stockin, in 
the South. 

The four last mentioned officers to be ornamented 
with the same ribbon and jewel as the M. P., and to sit 
covered. The three last to have robes of blue without 
vestments. 

No person can be admitted to this degree without 
having previously taken all the preceding degrees. 

HISTORY AND CHARGE OF THIS DEGREE. 

“My Worthy Brother, — 

“ It is my intention at this time to give you a clearer 
account than you have yet been acquainted with, of 
Masonry ; of which at present you barely know the 
elements. 

“ In doing this, it will be necessary to explain to you 
some circumstances of very remote antiquity. 

16* 
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“Enoch, the son of Jared, was the sixth son in de- 
scent from Adam, and lived in the fear and love of his 
Maker. 

“ Enoch, being inspired by the Most High, and in 
commemoration of a wonderful vision, built a temple 
under ground, and dedicated the same to God. Methu- 
selah, the son of Enoch, constructed the building with- 
out being acquainted with his father’s motives. 

“ This happened in that part of the world which was 
afterwards called the land of Canaan, and since known 
by the name of the Holy Land. 

“ Enoch caused a triangular plate of gold to be made, 
each side of which was a cubit long ; he enriched it with 
the most precious stones, and encrusted the plate upon 
a stone of agate, of the same form. He then engraved 
upon it the ineffable characters, and placed it on a trian- 
gular pedestal of white marble, which he deposited in 
the deepest arch. 

“ When Enoch’s temple was completed, he made a 
door of stone, and put a ring of iron therein, by which 
it might be occasionally raised ; and placed it over the 
opening of the arch, that the matters enclosed therein 
might be preserved from the universal destruction im- 
pending. And none but Enoch knew of the treasure 
which the arches contained. 

“And, behold, the wickedness of mankind increased 
more, and became grievous in the sight of the Lord, and 
God threatened to destroy the whole world. Enoch, 
perceiving that the knowledge of the arts was likely to 
be lost in the general destruction, and being desirous of 
preserving the principles of the sciences for the posterity 
of those whom God should be pleased to spare, built 
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two great pillars on the top of the highest mountain, the 
one of brass, to withstand water, the other of marble, to 
.withstand fire ; and he engraved on the marble pillar, 
hieroglyphics, signifying that there was a most precious 
treasure concealed in the arches under ground, which he 
had dedicated to God. And he engraved on the pillar 
of brass the principles of the liberal arts, particularly 
of Masonry. 

“ Methuselah was the father of Lamech, who was the 
father of Noah, who was a pious and good man, and 
beloved by God. And the Lord spake unto Noah, say- 
ing : 4 Behold, I will punish the sins of mankind with a 
general deluge ; therefore build an ark, capable of con- 
taining thyself and family, as also a pair of every living 
creature upon earth, and those only shall be saved from 
the general destruction which I am about to inflict for 
the iniquities of the people.’ 

“ And God gave unto Noah a plan by which the ark 
was to be constructed. Noah was one hundred years 
in building the ark ; he was six hundred years old when 
it was finished, and his son Seth was ninety-nine. His 
father, Lamech, had died a short time before, aged 777 
years. There was not at this time any of the ancient 
patriarchs living, save Methuselah, the grandfather of 
Noab, who was about 969 years old, and it is supposed 
that he perished in the general ruin. 

“The ark being finished, Noah, agreeable to the in- 
structions he had received from the Most High, went 
into it with his family, and took with him such things as 
he was commanded. 

“ The flood took place in the year of the world 1656, 
and destroyed most of the superb monuments of 
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antiquity. The marble pillar of Enoch, fell in the gene- 
ral destruction ; but, by divine permission, the pillar of 
brass withstood the water, by which means the ancient 
state of the liberal arts, and particularly Masonry, has 
been handed down to us. 

“ We learn from holy writ, the history of succeeding 
times, till the Israelites became slaves to the Egyptians ; 
from which bondage they were freed under the conduct 
of Moses. The same sacred book informs us that 
Moses was beloved of God, and that the Most High 
spoke to him on Mount Sinai. To Moses, God commu- 
nicated his divine law, written on tables of stone, with 
many promises of a renewed alliance. He also gave 
him the true pronunciation of his sacred name ; and God 
gave a strict command unto Moses, that no one should 
pronounce it ; so that in process of time the true pro- 
nunciation was lost. 

“ The same divine history particularly informs us of 
the different movements of the Israelites, until they be- 
came possessed of the land of promise, and of the suc- 
ceeding events until the Divine Providence was pleased 
to give the sceptre to David ; who, though fully deter- 
mined to build a temple to the Most High, could never 
begin ; that honor being reserved for his son. 

“ Solomon being the wisest of princes, had fully in 
remembrance the promises of God to Moses, that some 
of his successors, in fullness of time, should discover 
his holy name ; and his wisdom inspired him to believe 
that this could not be accomplished until he had erected 
and consecrated a temple to the living God, in which he 
might deposit the precious treasures. 

“ Accordingly, Solomon began to build, in the fourth 


Digitized by Google 



INEFFABLE DEGREES. 2fF 

year of his reign, agreeable to a plan given to him by 
David, his father, upon the ark of alliance. 

“ He chose a spot for this purpose, the most beautiful 
and healthy in all Jerusalem. 

“ The number of the grand and sublime elected were 
at first three, and now consisted of five ; and continued 
so until the temple was completed and dedicated ; when 
king Solomon, as a reward for their faithful services, 
admitted to this degree the twelve Grand Masters, who 
had faithfully presided over the twelve tribes ; also one 
other Grand Master Architect. Nine ancient Grand 
Masters, eminent for their virtue, were chosen Knights 
of the Royal Arch, and shortly afterwards w r ere admitted 
to the sublime degree of perfection. 

“ You have been informed in what manner the number 
of the Grand Elect was augmented to twenty-seven, 
which is the cube of three ; they consisted of two Kings, 
three Knights of the Royal Arch, twelve Commanders 
of the Twelve Tribes, nine elected Grand Masters, and 
one Grand Master Architect.” 

This Lodge is closed by the mysterious number. 


GRAND ELECT, PERFECT AND SUBLIME 
MASON. 

The Lodge of Perfection, or ultimate degree of An- 
cient Masonry, should represent a subterraneous vault, 
painted red, and adorned with many colors, and columns 
of a flame color. Behind the Master must be a light to 
shine through a triangular sun ; and before him there 
must be a pedestal appearing to be broken. There 
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ought to be several other lights, arranged numerically, 
according to the different stages of Masonry. 

The Most Perfect, Grand Elect and Sublime Master, 
in this degree, is to represent Solomon, seated in the 
East, dressed in royal robes, and having a crown and 
sceptre placed on a pedestal before him. The two 
Grand Wardens are seated in the West. On the right 
hand of the Most Perfect sits the Grand Treasurer, hav- 
ing a table before him, upon which must be placed some 
perfumes, with a small silver hod, and a trowel of gold. 
On his left hand sits the Grand Secretary, with a table 
also before him, on which must be seven loaves of shew 
bread, with a cup of red wine for libation, and also 
jewels for the candidates at their reception. 

The jewels appertaining to this degree are a crowned , 
compass, extended to ninety degrees ; or, a quadrant, a 
sun in the centre ; and on the reverse, a blazing star, 
enclosing a triangle, hung to a broad flame-colored rib- 
bon, of a triangular form, round the neck ; and also, a 
gold ring with this motto, “ Virtue unites what death 
cannot part.” 

The apron must be flamed with red, a blue ribbon 
round the edge, and the jewel painted on the flap. The 
brethren must be dressed in black, with swords in their 
hands. 

Prayer at Opening . 

Almighty and Sovereign Architect of Heaven and 
Earth, who by thy divine power dost ultimately search 
the most secret recesses of thought, purify our hearts by 
the sacred fire of thy love ; guide us by thine unerring 
hand, in the path of virtue, and cast out of thy adorable 
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sanctuary all impiety and perverseness; we beseech 
thee that our thoughts may be engaged in the grand 
work of our perfection, which, when attained, will be an 
ample reward for our labor ; let peace and charity link 
us together in a pleasing union, and may this Lodge ex- 
hibit a faint resemblance of that happiness which the 
elect will enjoy in thy kingdom. Give us a spirit of 
holy discrimination, by which we may be able to refuse 
the evil and choose the good ; and also that we may not 
be led astray by those who unworthily assume the charac- 
ter of the Grand Elect. Finally, be pleased to grant, 
that all our proceedings may tend to thy glory, and our 
advancement in righteousness. Bless us and prosper 
our works, O Lord ! Amen. 

When a candidate is introduced, after certain solemn 
forms, the Master of the Ceremonies says : “ I impress 
you, my brother, with an ardent zeal for the honor of 
the Grand Architect of the Universe ; to the end that 
you may live always in his adorable presence with a 
heart disposed to every thing that is pleasing to him.” 

The Most Perfect then presents the candidate with 
the bread and wine, saying : Eat of this bread with 
me, and drink of the same cup, that we may learn 
thereby to succor each other in time of need by a mutual 
love, and participation of what we possess.” He then 
presents to him a gold ring, saying : “ Receive this ring, 
and let it be remembered by you as a symbol of the 
alliance you have now contracted with virtue and the 
virtuous. You are never, my dear brother, to part with 
it whilst you live ; nor to bequeath it at your death, ex- 
cept to your wife, your eldest son, or your nearest 
friend.” ' 
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When this part of the ceremony is ended, the brethren 
make a libation, according to ancient usage. 

The Most Perfect then decorates the candidate accord- 
ing to the ornaments of the Order, saying : “ I now 
with the greatest pleasure salute you, my brother, as a 
Grand Elect, Perfect and Sublime Mason, which title I 
now confer on you, and grace you with the symbols 
thereof. Receive this ribbon the triangular figure of 
which is emblematical of the divine triangle. The 
crown upon your jewel is a symbol of the royal origin 
of this degree. The compass, extended to ninety de- 
grees, denotes the extensive knowledge of the Grand 
Elect. These jewels, suspended on your breast, should 
make you attentive to your duty and station.” 

Charge . 

Thus, my venerable brother, by your unblamable con- 
duct, assiduity, constancy and integrity, you have at 
last attained the title of Grand Elect, Perfect and Sub- 
lime Mason, which is the summit of ancient Masonry, 
and upon your arrival to which, I most sincerely con- 
gratulate you. 

I must earnestly recommend to you the strictest care 
and circumspection in all your conduct, that the sublime 
mysteries of this degree be not profaned nor disgraced. 

As to what remains of completing your knowledge in 
the ancient state of Masonry, you will find it by at- 
tending to the following 

HISTORY. 

When the Temple of Jerusalem was finished, the 
masons who were employed in constructing that stately 
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edifice, acquired immortal honor. Their order became 
more uniformly established and regulated than it had 
been before. Their delicacy in admitting new members 
of their order, brought it to a degree of respect ; as the 
merit of*the candidate was the only thing they then 
paid attention to. With these principles instilled into 
their minds, many of the Grand Elect left the temple 
after its dedication, and dispersed themselves among the 
neighboring kingdoms, instructing all who applied and 
were found worthy, in the sublime degrees of Ancient 
Craft Masonry. The temple was finished in the year 
of the world 3000. 

Thus far the wise king of Israel behaved worthy, of 
himself, and gained universal admiration ; but, in pro- 
cess of time, when he had advanced in years, his under- 
standing became impaired ; he grew deaf to the voice 
of the Lord, and was strangely irregular in his conduct. 
Proud of having erected an edifice to his Maker, and 
much intoxicated with his great power, he plunged into 
all manner of licentiousness and debauchery, and pro- 
faned the temple, by offering that incense to the idol 
Moloch, which only should have been offered to the liv- 
ing God. 

The Grand Elect and Perfect Masons saw this, and 
were sorely grieved; being fearful that his apostacy 
would end in some dreadful consequences, and perhaps 
bring upon them their enemies, whom Solomon had 
vainly and wantonly defied. The people, copying the 
follies and vices of their king, became proud and idola- 
trous, neglecting the true worship of God for that of 
idols. 

As an adequate punishment for this defection, God 
17 
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inspired the heart of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
to take vengeance on the kingdom of Israel. This prince 
sent an army with Nebuzaradan, Captain of the Guards, 
who entered Judah with fire and sword, took and sacked 
the city of Jerusalem, razed its walls, and destroy ed 
that superb model of excellence, the temple. The peo- 
ple were carried captive to Babylon, and the conquerors 
carried with them all the vessels of gold and silver, &c. 
This happened 470 years, 6 months, and 10 days after 
its dedication. 

When the time arrived that the Christian princes en- 
tered into a league to free the Holy Land from the 
oppression of the infidels, the good and virtuous Masons, 
anxious for so pious an undertaking, voluntarily offered 
their services to the confederates, on condition that they 
should have a chief of their own election, which was 
granted ; accordingly they accepted their standard and 
departed. 

The valor and fortitude of those elected Knights was 
such, that they were admired by, and took the lead of, 
all the princes of Jerusalem, who, believing that their 
mysteries inspired them with courage and fidelity to the 
cause of virtue and religion, became desirous of being 
initiated ; upon being found worthy, their desires were 
complied with, and thus the royal art, meeting the ap- 
probation of great and good men, became popular and 
honorable, and was diffused to the worthy, throughout 
their various dominions, and has continued to spread, 
far and wide, through a succession of ages, to the present 
day. 
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KNIGHTS OF THE EAST, OR SWORD. 

Decorations . 

Two apartments are required ; one is hung with light 
green curtains, the other with scarlet. Each apartment 
is lighted with seventy lights, divided into ten groups 
of seven each. 

Titles. 

^he presiding officer represents Cyrus, king of Persia, 
and is styled Sovereign ; the Wardens are the Generals 
of Cyrus ; the Secretary is called Chancellor, and the 
Master of Ceremonies, Grand Master. The candidate 
is called Zerubbabel, and represents the king of the 
Israelites. 

Clothing and Ornaments . 

Apron white, lining and border green. On the flap 
is painted a bleeding head and two cross swords. In 
the centre of the apron are embroidered three links of 
chain in a triangular form. The sash is green, passing 
from right to left. On it are painted or embroidered, 
bones and disjointed limbs, heads, crowns, swords, whole 
and broken ; in the centre is a bridge, and the letters 
L.\ D.\ P.\ The jewel is a sabre-shaped sword. 

HISTORY. 

The Knights of the East date their origin from the 
captivity of Babylon, which lasted seventy years; at 
the end of that time, the Israelites were restored to lib- 
erty by Cyrus, King of Persia, at the solicitation of 
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Zerubbabel, a prince of the tribe of Judah, descended 
from the race of David and Nehemiah. Cyrus permitted 
them to return to Jerusalem, and ordered Solomon’s 
temple, destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, to be restored to 
them. He placed them in charge of Zerubbabel, and 
directed him to rebuild the temple, making it seventy 
cubits high, and as many broad. He issued an edict 
enjoining all his subjects to let the Free Masons pass 
through his dominions, without causing them any moles- 
tation, on pain of death to such as should infringe his 
commands. He ordered his general to teach Zerubbabel 
the art of war ; he made him a Knight, and empowered 
him to confer the same degree on such Masons as he 
should find worthy. 

Then Zerubbabel assembled all the Israelites, the 
number of whom were forty-two thousand three hundred 
and sixty, exclusive of the slaves. He then made choice 
-■ Qf Jhpsie Free Masons that had escaped the fury of their 
enemies at the destruction of the temple, to the number 
of seven thousand, whom he created Knights, and placed 
at the head of the people to fight such as might oppose 
their passage into Judea. The Israelites prospered on 
their march as far as the banks of the Euphrates, which 
separates Judea from Syria. The Knights Masons, who 
arrived there first, found troops armed to prevent their 
passage, on account of the treasures they carried with 
them. The remonstrance of the Knights and the edict 
of Cyrus were equally unavailing to restrain their inso- 
lence, and they fell on the Knights, who repulsed them 
with such ardor, that to a man they were either drowned 
' or cut to, pieces at the passing of the bridge. After this 
victory, Zerubbabel caused an altar to be erected on the 
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field of battle, on which he sacrificed an holocaust to the 
God of Annies. The Israelites then passed the river, 
and arrived at J erusalem, where, after seven days’ rest, 
they began the foundation and work of the new temple. 
Hardly was the work began, however, when the Knights 
Masons were disturbed by false brethren from Samaria, 
who, jealous of the glory the two tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin were to acquire, being now free, resolved to 
declare war against them, in order to defeat their design 
of rebuilding the temple. Zerubbabel being informed 
of their intentions, ordered that all the workmen should 
be armed with the trowel in one hand and the sword in 
the other, that while they worked with one, they might 
defend themselves with the other, and repulse the enemy 
when required. * * * * * * 

The construction of the new temple lasted forty- six 
years, beginning in the reign of Cyrus, and ending in 
that of Artaxerxes. It was consecrated in the same 
manner as the first one. * * * * 

This second temple having been destroyed by the 
Romans, the Knights Masons of the present age, de- 
scendants of those who constructed it, are obliged, 
under the guidance of a new Zerubbabel, to raise a 
third to the glory of the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe. 


PRINCE OE JERUSALEM. 

Decorations . 

The Lodge is separated in two parts, or rather, it is 
better to have two contiguous apartments, with an inte- . 
rior communication. 

11 * 
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The first apartment represents the court of Zerub- 
babel, king of Jerusalem, and is hung with yellow dra- 
pery; at the concluding point of the reception it is 
illuminated by twenty-five lights, in five groups of five 
lights each. 

The second apartment represents the court of Darius, 
successor of Cyrus, who reigned in Babylon ; the hang- 
ings are red, the throne and canopy to be of the same 
color as the preceding apartment. . 

The passage between the apartments represents the 
road leading from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

Titles . 

The presiding officer is styled Most Equitable Prince ; 
the Wardens Most Enlightened Princes, and the breth- 
ren Valiant Princes. 

The Lodge is termed a Council. 

Ornaments, 

Apron red, lined and bordered with yellow. It may 
be enriched by a painting of Solomon’s temple, a square, 
a shield, a triangle, and a hand holding a sword. The 
Princes wear red gloves. 

The sash is yellow, trimmed with gold ; on it are 
embroidered a pair of scales, a hand holding a sword, a 
dagger, five stars and two crowns. 

The jewel is a gold medal ; on one side is engraved a 
hand holding a scale-beam, on the other a two-edged 
sword and five stars. 

The history of this degree cannot be given except in 
the Council. 
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KNIGHTS OF THE EAST AND WEST. 

This degree is generally supposed to have been estab- 
lished in 1118, when the Crusaders united with the 
Initiates of the East, under the guidance of Garimont, 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, and formed an armed body for 
the defence and protection of Pilgrims to the Holy Land. 

The Lodge is hung with red tapestry, strewed with 
golden stars. 

Titles. 

The Lodge is called a Grand Council, and is composed 
of twenty-four members. 

The presiding officer is styled Most Powerful; the 
other members of the Council, Respectable Ancients. 

The degree may be conferred on any number of quali- 
fied brethren, who are allowed to attend the sessions of 
the Council, without taking any part therein, and are 
termed Respectable Knights. 

Clothing . 

The apron is yellow, lined and bordered with red. 
Two scarfs are worn ; one white, passing from right to 
left, the other black, from left to right. From the black 
scarf is suspended the jewel, which is a heptagonal medal, 
part gold and part silver. In each of the angles, on one 
side, are engraved the letters B.\ D.\ W.\ P.\ H.\ G.\ 
S.\ ; beneath each letter is a star. In the centre is a 
silver lamb resting on the book of the seven seals, each 
seal bearing one of the above letters. 

On the other side are two swords crossed, the points 
upwards, and resting on a scale-beam. Like the preced- 
ing one, this degree admits of no historical elucidation. 
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SOVEREIGN PRINCE OF ROSE-CROIX DE H. 

Furniture . 

There are three apartments. The first is hung with 
black tapestry, strewed with white tears; there are 
thirty-three yellow wax lights, divided into three groups 
of eleven each. The second represents a place of trial. 
The third is hung with red, and lighted with thirty-three 
lights, divided as in the first. 

Titles . 

The Lodge is styled a Sovereign Chapter of Rose- 
Croix, also, of the Black Eagle, of the Pelican, of Hero- 
dom, or of St. Andrew of Scotland, all of which are 
symbolized in the jewel of the degree. 

The presiding officer is styled Most Wise ; the War- 
dens, Most Excellent and Perfect Masters ; and the 
members, Most Powerful and Perfect Masters. 

Clothing . 

The Princes of Rose-Croix wear, over their ordinary 
dress, a white tunic, bordered with black, with a red 
cross on the breast and back. The apron is white satin, 
lined with black and bordered with red. On the lining 
is a red cross ; on the front is painted, or embroidered, 
one face of the jewel. 

They also wear a scarf, red one side and black the 
other; from it is suspended the jewel, which is a crowned 
compass, opened on a quarter circle ; between the points 
of the compass on one side is a pelican, on the other an 
eagle ; between these emblems rises a cross, on which 
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is a rose. During the first part of initiation the jewel 
is covered, the scarf and apron are worn with the black 
side outward. 

When a brother wishes to receive this degree, he must 
produce proofs of his being a Knight of the East and 
Sword, a Prince of Jerusalem, and a Knight of the East 
and West. He must then apply at the door of the 
Chapter, with a petition for admission, which is read, 
and the time of his reception being determined, it is 
written therein, and the answer thrown to him on the 
floor ; on which he retires to return again on the ap- 
pointed day. 

On his second application, before admission, he is 
called upon to make the following engagements : 

1. That he will never reveal the place where he 
was received, nor the names of those present at his 
reception. 

2. That he will conform to all the ordinances of the 
Chapter, and keep himself uniformly clothed, as far as 
he is able. 

3. That he will acknowledge his Master at all times, 
and in all places, and never confer this degree without 
proper authority, as well as answer for the honesty and 
respectability of those whom he may hereafter propose. 

4. That he will be extremely cautious in granting this 
degree, that it may not be unnecessarily multiplied. 
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GRAND PONTIFF PRUSSIAN KNIGHT. 

Decorations . 

The hangings are blue, strewed with gold stars. The 
Lodge receives light from a transparency placed behind 
the presiding officer. 

Titles. 

The Master is called Thrice Powerful. There is but 
one Warden, placed in the West. The members are 
styled True and Faithful Brothers, 

Clothing. 

The Master is clothed in a long white satin robe, the 
other members in white linen ones. They are all con- 
fined by a blue girdle, on which are twelve stars, em- 
broidered in gold. Over the dress, and passing from 
left to right, is worn a scarlet sash, trimmed with white ; 
near the shoulder is embroidered an A, (alpha,) and 
near the hip G, (omega,) and between them twelve 
golden stars. 

The jewel, which is suspended from the scarf, is a 
rectangular sheet of gold, having engraved on one side 
an A, and on the other an G. 

The blue tapestry in this Lodge is the symbol of 
lenity, fidelity, and affection, which should characterize 
all true and faithful brothers ; and the stars represent 
those Masons who have given evidence of their attach- 
ment to the rules and regulations of the Order, which in 
the end will qualify them to entej* the celestial Jeru- 
salem. 
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GRAND MASTER OF ALL SYMBOLIC LODGES. 

There are two apartments. The* first is hung with 
blue, and represents a workshop on Mount Libanus. It 
has eleven lights. The second is tapestried with red ; 
it is a Council of the Round Table. 

Titles. 

The Lodge is called a College, and the Master is 
styled Most Wise. 

During a portion of the ceremonies, the Lodge re- 
ceives the title of Council, and the Master that of Grand 
Patriarch. He is assisted by two inferior Grand Officers. 

Clothing. 

The apron is white ; in the centre is painted or em- 
broidered a round table ; on the table, partially unrolled, 
plans of drawings. In some Lodges only an eye is 
painted on the apron. The sash is formed of the colors 
of the rainbow, and lined with crimson silk. 

From the sash is suspended the jewel of the Order, 
which is a golden axe, surmounted by a crown. On one 
side of the blade are engraved the letters L.\ S.\, and 
on the handle, on the same side, A/. A.*. C.\ D.\ X.\ 
Z.\ A.*. On the other side of the blade the letter S.\, 
and on the handle, N.\ S.\ C.\ J.\ M.\ B.\ 0.\ 

HISTORY. 

This degree is said to have been founded among those 
Sidonian Craftsmen who felled and prepared the timbers, 
in the forests of Lebanon, which were afterwards used 
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to build the Ark of the Covenant, and the temple of 
Solomon. 

The descendants of the founders have left the most 
remarkable traces of their zeal in the various ages of 
the world. In Greece, and the palmy days of the Roman 
Empire, they followed the steps of conquest, and, estab- 
lishing Colleges among the vanquished, taught them the 
rudiments of architecture, the first advance of civiliza- 
tion, and implanted the seeds of that doctrine which 
shall finally turn the sword into the ploughshare. They 
flourished also in the feudal days of England, and the 
“ fretted aisles ” of many a crumbling hall attest their 
previous existence, and tend to prove how much man- 
kind has been benefited by the researches and labors of 
Free Masons. 


PATRIARCH NOACHITE. 

When Masonry was first introduced into Europe, the 
Master of Lodges were elected for life, and authority to 
preside was conferred with this degree. 

But for half a century the office has been temporary, 
no one being allowed to preside in the same Lodge more 
than three successive years, and even then with the con- 
dition of being annually elected. 

After three years’ service, a Master is required to pass 
at least one year in retirement before being re-eligible. 

Decorations. 

Hangings blue and yellow, in allusion to the gold and 
azure of the clouds in which God appeared to Moses. 
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The throne is placed on a platform, nine steps high. 
Behind the altar is a candlestick with nine branches, and 
in front of it a burning censer. 

Titles. 

The chief officer of the Lodge is styled Grand Master, 
and represents Cyrus Artaxerxes, He is clothed with 
royal habiliments. There are two Wardens, who repre- 
sent the two first officers of Artaxerxes. 

The candidate represents Zerubbabel, king of the 
Israelites. 

Nine Masters must be present at the opening of the 
Lodge. 

Clothing . 

A blue and yellow scarf, or two scarfs, one blue and 
the other yellow, crossed over the breast. The jewel is 
a golden triangle, on which is engraved the letter R.\ 

HISTORY. 

At the institution of this degree, its recipients were 
directed to travel to the four points of the compass, tb 
spread a knowledge of Masonry, and its sublime tenets, 
throughout the world, and to preside in all Lodges they 
might institute. When the Babylonian captivity ended, 
and Cyrus, king of Persia, empowered Zerubbabel to 
rebuild the temple, their love for him, and their zeal for 
the welfare of the craft, induced them to assemble once 
more in Jerusalem to assist in that great and glorious 
undertaking. At the destruction of this second edifice, 
they were again scattered over the earth, never again to 
return. 

18 
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Numbers found their way into Scotland, where they 
built a town, and called it Kilwinning, where there still 
exists a Grand Lodge of this Order. Many of them, 
afterwards, by permission of the then reigning monarch, 
joined the Crusading armies, and their unyielding bravery 
gained them the respect and esteem of the Christian 
hosts, more especially of the Order of Knights of St. 
John of Jerusalem, the leaders of which were initiated 
into the mysteries of Free Masonry, and also received 
the Masons into their Order, under the title of Rose- 
Croix, or Pelican. After their crusades they retired to 
their -respective countries, carrying with them that know- 
ledge, and diffusing that zeal to which the world is so 
much indebted for its present knowledge of Free Ma- 
sonrv. 

V 


PRINCE OF LIBANUS, OR PRUSSIAN KNIGHTS. 

This Lodge should assemble in a retired place ; the 
hall is so arranged as to admit the rays of the moon, by 
a single window, no other lights being permitted. On 
this account the Lodge meets only at the full moon. 

Titles. 

The assembly is styled a Chapter. The Master is 
called Knight Lieutenant Commander; he represents 
Frederick II., king of Prussia, the founder of the Order. 

There are six Knights Officers, viz. : an Inspector, 
Master of Ceremonies, Knight of 'Eloquence, Guardian, 
Chancellor, and Treasurer. 

The members receive the appellation of Prussian 
Knights. 
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Armorial Bearing * . 

First, blue, oval, bearing golden stars ; second, black, 
equilateral, crest, golden arrow. 

Clothing . 

A black sash, worn from right to left, to which is sus- 
pended a golden equilateral triangle, bearing a golden 
arrow, with the point downwards. 

Hie jewel of the Order, which is a silver moon, may 
be worn at the buttonhole. 

Apron and gloves yellow. 

This degree is founded on events connected with the 
building of the Tower of Babel, and the subsequent 
confusion into which the workmen were thrown, as a 
punishment for their impious audacity in attempting to 
scale the battlements of Heaven. 

It teaches us to view with reverence the works of our 
Creator, and while it calls upon us to walk humbly and 
justly in his sight, it forcibly reminds us that we cannot 
transgress his holy laws without adequate punishment. 

No banquets or rejoicings are allowed during the ses- 
sions of a Chapter. 


CHIEF OF THE TABERNACLE. 
Decoration s. 

The tapestry of this Lodge is white, sustained by red 
and black columns, arranged in pairs, and at such dis- 
tances as the taste of the architect may suggest. 

A portion of the hall, divided from the rest by a rail- 
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ing and red curtains, is termed the Sanctuary ; in it is a 
throne elevated on a platform of seven steps ; before 
the throne is an altar covered with red. On the altar, 
the bible and a poniard. Above the throne is the Ark 
of Alliance, surrounded with rays ; on either side a rep- 
resentation of the sun and moon. 

On the right of the first altar, and a little in front of 
it is the altar for sacrifices, and on the left that for in- 
cense. In the West are two candlesticks of five branches 
each, in the form of a pyramid ; in the East, one with 
two branches. 

Titles. 

The presiding officer is styled Sovereign Grand Sacri- 
ficator; the two Wardens, Grand Priests; the other 
brethren, Levites. 

The Lodge is designated a Hierarchy. 

Clothing . 

The Grand Sacrificator wears a long red dress ; over 
this is worn a yellow one, shorter than the first, and 
without sleeves ; he wears a mitre formed of golden tis- 
sue, in front of which is a delta, with the ineffable charac- 
ters. Over his dress, and passing from left to right, is a 
black scarf, trimmed with silver fringe, with a red 
rosette at the bottom, from which depends a poniard. 

The Wardens, or Grand Priests, wear the same cos- 
tume, with the exception of the delta, on the front of 
the mitres. 

The Levites are clothed in white robes, over which 
passes a scarlet sash, trimmed with gold fringe ; at the 
bottom is a black rosette, to which is suspended a pot 
of incense, the jewel of the Order. 
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PRINCE OF THE TABERNACLE. 

Decorations. 

There are two apartments. The first, which immedi- 
ately precedes the second, is termed the Vestibule. * It 
is adorned with the various attributes of Masonry. 

The second room is of a circular form, and has forty- 
nine lights. The decorations of this room vary during 
the ceremonies of initiation. In the centre of the room 
is a candlestick with seven branches. 

Titles. 

The Lodge is called a Hierarchy. The Master is 
styled Most Puissant. There are three Wardens, enti- 
tled Powerful. 

Clothing. 

A blue silk dress, with a falling collar, embellished 
with golden rays ; the body of the dress strewed with 
golden stars. On the head a close crown, surrounded 
with stars, and surmounted by a delta. The scarf of 
crimson watered silk, is worn from right to left. The 
apron is white, lined with crimson. 


KNIGHTS OF THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 

Decorations. 

This Lodge is festooned with red. Above the throne 
is a transparency representing the burning bush. In the 
centre of the Lodge is a truncated cone about five feet 
high, representing a mountain. The Lodge is enlight* 
ened by a single flambeau or torch. 
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Titles. 

The chief officer receives the appellation of Most 
Powerful Grand Master; the Wardens are called Minis- 
ters, and the brethren Knights. There is also an In- 
spector. The candidate is a traveller. 

Clothing. 

A scarlet sash, on which is painted or embroidered 
the motto : “ Virtue and Courage.” 

The jewel is a serpent entwined around a rod, termi- 
nating in a T. It represents the serpent that Moses set 
up in the camp of the Israelites, by looking upon which 
they were healed of the wounds caused by the serpents 
that had pursued them in the desert. The brazen ser- 
pent was afterwards carefully preserved in the temple ; 
but, as it finally became an object of idolatry to the 
Jews, Hezekiah, king of Judea, caused it to be broken 
in pieces. 


PRINCE OF MERCY. 

Decorations. 

Hangings of green drapery, supported by nine columns, 
alternately red and white. At each column is an arm 
or branch bearing nine candles, making in all, eighty-one 
lights. The throne is placed beneath a canopy formed 
of red, white and green, and before it is a table covered 
with cloth formed of the same colors. The Master usea 
an arrow instead of a gavel ; the feathered part of the 
arrow is stained red on one side, and green on the other ; 
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the shaft is white and the head gold. On the altar is a 
statue of Truth, covered with a veil, composed of the 
three colors of the degree. 

Titles, 

The Master receives the appellation of Most Excel- 
lent. In addition to the Wardens and ordinary officers, 
there are a Sacrihcator and Guardians of the Statue. 

Clothing . 

The Most Excellent is clothed in a long tunic, made 
with the three colors, green, white and red. He wears 
a crown surrounded with arrow points. The other mem- 
bers wear a red apron, in the centre of which is painted 
or embroidered a green and white triangle, and a sash 
displaying the three colors of the degree ; to it is sus- 
pended the jewel, which is a golden equilateral triangle. 


COMMANDER OF THE TEMPLE. 

Decorations, 

Hangings red, columns black, each one has a branch 
affixed, which bears a torch. The throne and canopy 
are red, strewed with black tears. In the centre of the 
Lodge is a chandelier, bearing twenty-seven lights in 
three rows ; twelve in the lowest, nine in the second, 
and six in the upper one. Twenty-seven other lights are 
plaoed on a round table, about which the Commanders 
take their seats. 
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Titles. 

The Lodge is styled a Court ; the chief officer, Most 
Puissant; the Wardens, Sovereign Commanders; and 
the members, Commanders. 

Clothing. 

The Most Puissant wears a white robe and a scarlet 
mantle, trimmed with ermine, and on his head a royal 
crown. The apron is red, lined and bordered with 
black ; on the dap is a Teutonic cross, surrounded by a 
wreath of laurels ; beneath the flap is a key ; the whole 
should be painted or embroidered in gold. The gloves 
are white, lined and trimmed with scarlet. A white 
collar trimmed with red is worn around the neck ; from . 
it is suspended the jewel, which is a golden triangle. 

The Commanders also wear a red scarf, bordered with 
black, passing from right to left ; from this is suspended 
the Commanders’ cross, made of enamelled gold. 

The Court is opened with solemn prayer, and the Most 
Puissant recites the following passage of scripture : 

“ Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song 
unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the 
Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and 
his rider hath he thrown into the sea. The Lord is my 
strength and song, and he is become my salvation ; he 
is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation ; my 
father’s God, and I will exalt him.” — Exod. xv. 1-2. 

During the ceremonies the candidate is invested with 
a laurel wreath. It symbolizes the antiquity of the 
Order, our faith in the Great Architect of the universe, 
and our reverence for the Masonic Institution. He is 
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also presented* with a palm, ornamented with five crosses. 
This emblem denotes the union and benevolence which 
should ever prevail among the members of this degree ; 
it teaches us that the unfortunate should ever find succor 
among us, and that true delight is found in wiping away 
the tears of the wretched. He receives the apron and 
gloves as emblems of his rank in, and privileges among 
the craft. The keg, while it calls to his attention the 
sublime mysteries of the Order, reminds him that he 
should set a careful watch upon his thoughts, words, and 
actions ; and the jewel, while it reminds him of his vows, 
teaches him that a faithful adherence to them will con- 
sole his dying moments with the hope of a blissful im- 
mortality. 

The ceremonies conclude with an impressive exhorta- 
tion to the candidate. 


KNIGHTS OF THE SUN. 
j Decorations. 

There is no drapery peculiar to this degree ; the pan- 
nels of the walls may .be painted to represent fields, 
mountains, forests, in short, any landscape, whether wild 
or cultivated. 

A large transparency serves at once to represent the 
sun and to enlighten the hall, and is placed immediately 
over the presiding officer. This sun occupies the area 
of a triangle, which is inscribed within a circle ; in each 
of the angles is painted the letter S, abbreviations of 
sUlla, sedet, soli , (science, wisdom, morality.) 

In some Lodges, instead of the transparent sun, a 


Digitized by Google 



TEMPLARS 7 CHART. 


large light is placed in the centre of the room, before 
which is a glass globe filled with water. 

j Titles. 

The first officer is styled Adam, the father of the hu- 
man race. There is but one Warden, called Truth, who 
also fills several functions usually represented by different 
officers. 

Clothing . 

The Master wears a scarlet robe, with a pale yellow 
mantle ; he holds in his hand a blue sceptre, on the end 
of which is a golden globe. The Warden has a white 
rod ; at its extremity is a golden eye. The members 
wear a white watered scarf, on which is painted or em- 
broidered an eye. 

This Council is composed of seven members ; it may 
however be extended to twelve ; the five supernumerary 
members receive a title by which they are distinguished 
from the rest. 

Mankind is so full of error and falsehood, that, though 
they search for happiness, few have knocked at the door 
of true light, which conducts us to felicity. The Knights 
of the Sun are therefore instructed to go among men, 
and to use their best efforts to inspire them with a 
knowledge of truth, which is the pure source of all per- 
fection. 
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PATRIARCH OF THE CRUSADES. 

Decorations . 

Red drapery supported by white columns. The seats 
for the Master and Wardens are red, trimmed with gold 
fringe ; those for the members are blue. 

The cross of St. Andrew is placed in each corner of 
the room, and immediately in front of each cross are 
four lights, making sixteen in all. The whole number 
of lights required, is eighty-one, viz. : two on the altar ; 
seven groups of nine each, and the sixteen before men- 
tioned. 

Titles . 

The Lodge is called a Grand Lodge. The Master is 
styled Patriarch, and the Brethren, Respectable Masters. 

Clothing. 

A scarlet robe ; sash of the same color, with a red 
and green rosette, from which hangs the jewel. A green 
collar, trimmed with red, is sometimes worn in place of 
the scarf. A white silk girdle with gold fringe. 

The jewel is a compass within three triangles, which 
are enclosed in a larger one, beneath which is a square 
reversed, with a poniard in the angle. 

When the collar is wom, the jewel is St. Andrew’s 
cross, surmounted by a crown. At the junction or centre 
of the cross, is the letter J, enclosed in a triangle within 
a circle, from the circle depends a key. On the extremi- 
ties of the cross are the letters B. J. M. N. 
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K— H. GRAND ELECT KNIGHT. 

Decorations . 

The ceremonies of this degree require four apartments. 
The first is hung with black, and lighted by a single 
lamp of triangular form, suspended from the ceiling. 
Immediately adjoining this room, and communicating 
with it, is a closet or cave, which is entered by descend- 
ing several steps. There is no light but the one used in 
conducting the candidate. It is the Chamber of Reflec- 
tion, and contains emblems of mortality. 

The second apartment is hung with white ; in the 
centre of it are two altars ; on one is a lamp which 
serves to illuminate it ; on the other a chafing dish filled 
with burning coals, with incense beside it. 

The third apartment is draperied with blue ; the ceil- 
ing is vaulted and strewn with stars ; it is lighted by 
three yellow tapers. 

The color of the fourth apartment is red. In the East 
is a throne, above which is a crowned double eagle, its 
wings opened, and holding a dagger in its claws. A 
black ribbon is passed about its neck, and to it is sus- 
pended the cross of the Order. On the breast is an 
equilateral triangle, in the centre of which are the He- 
brew characters , and surrounding it the 

device ; “Nec proditor , nec proditor , innocens feretT 

The canopy is formed of black and white velvet, 
ornamented with red Teutonia crosses. Behind the 
throne are the standards of the Order ; one with a white 
ground, green cross, and the device, “The will of God ; n 
the other green, having on one side the red Teutonic 
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cross, and on the other the double black eagle, sur- 
rounded by the motto, “ Victory or Death” embroidered 
in silver. Nine tapers enlighten this hall. 

Titles. 

The Lodge, when not engaged in the ceremonies of 
initiation, is held in the third ‘chamber, and is then styled 
a Forum or Tribunal. The Senior Warden, assisted by 
two J udges, presides. He wears on his breast an alle- 
gorical representation of Truth. 

When held in the fourth apartment, the Lodge is 
called a Senate. The chief officer is styled Grand Mas- 
ter or Grand Commander ; he is addressed as Thrice 
Powerful, and represents Frederick II., king of Prussia. 
The brethren are called Knights, and address each other 
in the second person singular. 

Clothing . 

A white tunic trimmed with black, open at the sides, 
and confined by a black girdle trimmed with silver 
fringe. A dagger, with the hilt composed of ivory and 
ebony, is worn in the belt. The rim of the hat is turned 
up in front, and ornamented with a silver sun, surrounded 
with golden rays. 

When not in full costume, the Knights of this degree 
wear a red girdle and a black scarf, passing from left to 
right, to which is suspended a poniard. On the sash are 
embroidered two red crosses, and the double eagle, and 
the letters C.\ K.\ H.\ in silver. If preferred, a black 
collar ornamented with two red crosses, may be worn 
instead of the scarf. No apron. 

In some Lodges the Knights wear the boots, cuirass, 
and helmet of the ancient Knights Templars. 

19 
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The jewel is a red enamelled cross, suspended from 
the neck, or attached to a buttonhole on the left side. 
Another jewel sometimes worn, is a red enamelled cross, 
in the centre of which is a pearl medallion, having on 
one side the letters J.\ M.\, and on the other a skull 
pierced with a dagger. 

When a Knight of this degree visits an inferior Lodge, 
he may dispense with the costume above described, with 
the exception of the sash, and wear a white apron, lined 
and bordered with red or black ; on the flap is embroid- 
ered the red cross, and on the area, the double eagle of 
the Order. 

This degree is intimately connected with the ancient 
Order of the Knights Templars, .a history of whose 
destruction, by the united efforts of Philip, king of 
France, and Pope Clement V., forms part of the instruc- 
tion given the candidate.* The black scarf of the Order 
is an emblem of mourning for the extinction of the 
Knights Templars, and the death of James De Molay, 
their Grand Master. 

During the ceremonies the sublime prayer of James 
De Molay is recited, and the candidate is forcibly im- 
pressed with the necessity of admitting to the mysteries 
of this degree those, and those only, who have proved 
themselves faithful and true Masons. The ceremony 
concludes with the following charge : 

“ We congratulate you, Sir Knight, that your uniform 
good conduct, your zeal and devotion to Masonry, have 
rendered you worthy of being admitted to this sublime 
degree. The confidence we have reposed in you, will, 
we trust, be a sufficient incentive to guide your future 

* Vide Knights Templars’ Degree. 
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actions in such a manner, that we shall have no cause to 
repent your initiation. You are now in the rank of 
those who shall be chosen to the great work ; your name 
be placed in the urn of election ; we trust that to the 
reflections of your past life will be added, the true hap- 
piness you desire, and which we sincerely wish you. 


__ GRAND INQUISITOR COMMANDER. 

Decorations . 

White hangings, sustained by eight gilded columns. 

Titles. 

The Lodge is called a Sovereign Tribunal. The Mas- 
ter receives the title of Perfect President; the Wardens 
that of Inspectors ; the Secretary that of Chancellor, and 
the other members that of Most Enlightened. 

Clothing . - 

No apron is worn in the Sovereign Tribunal. When 
the members visit Lodges of inferior degrees, they may 
wear a white apron, an the flap of which is embroidered 
a Teutonic cross, which belongs to the degree. 

A white collar is worn, on which is embroidered a 
triangle surrounded with rays, in the centre of which is* 
the number 30, in ineffable characters. 

In inferior Lodges, the Grand Inspectors wear, instead 
of the collar, a gold chain, from which is suspended the 
cross of the Order ; the links of the chain are composed 
of the various emblems of the symbolic degrees. 

A silver cross is the jewel of this degree. 
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SOVEREIGN PRINCE OF THE ROYAL SECRET. 

Decorations . 

This Lodge should be held on elevated ground. The 
hangings are black, spread with tears, skeletons, skulls, 
and cross bones, embroidered in silver. 

The throne is raised on a platform of seven steps ; 
the Wardens are placed under separate canopies. In 
front of each Warden is a table covered with a scarlet 
cloth, trimmed with black ; on the front of this cover 
are embroidered in black the letters, N.\ K.\ M.\ K.\ 

A balustrade divides the Lodge in two parts, East 
and West. In the West is traced the plan of the En- 
campment, as follows : 

Its contour is a nonagon, in which is inscribed a hep- 
tagon ; in the heptagon is a pentagon ; in the latter, an 
equilateral triangle ; and finally in the triangle a circle ; 
these figures represent the mystic numbers, 1, 3, 5, 7, 
and 9. 

In the space between the heptagon and pentagon, and 
parallel to the sides of the latter figure, are five standards. 

The first is purple ; on it are embroidered the Ark of 
Alliance, and the device, Laus Deo . 

# The second is azure ; bearing a golden lion, with a 
collar about his neck, and holding a key in his mouth ; 
device, Ad majorem Dei gloriam. 

The third is silver ; it bears a winged heart, surmounted 
with flames, above which is a laurel wreath. 

The fourth is green ; it bears a crowned double eagle, 
holding a sword in the right claw, and a bleeding heart 
in the left. 
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The fifth is gold, and on it is a bull. 

On the sides of the nonagon are nine tents, and at the 
angles nine pennants, of the same colors as the flags of 
the tents that precede them. The pennants are marked 
with figures, and the tents are designated by letters dis- 
posed from right to left, in the following order : I.*. N.\ 
0.\ N.\ X.\ I *. L.\ A.*. S.\ 

These nine tents represent the divisions of the Masonic 
army, as follows : 

Tent I, flag and pennon blue. Represents the three 
symbolic degrees, Master, Craftsman, and Apprentice. 

Tent N, flag and pennon green. The tent of Perfect 
Masters. 

Tent O, flag and pennon red and green. The tent of 
intendant of the Buildings and Intimate Secretary. 

Tent N, flag and pennon red and black, in checkers. 
The tent of Provost and Judge. 

Tent X, flag and pennon black. The tent of the Elect 
of Nine and Grand Master Architect. 

Tent I, flag and pennon black and red. The tent of 
the Sublime Elected Knights, and Elect of Fifteen. 

Tent L, flag and pennon red. The tent of the Grand 
Elect. 

Tent A, flag and pennon light green. The tent of the 
Knights of the East, or Sword. 

Tent S, flag and pennon white, spotted with red. The 
tent of the Princes of Rose-Croix, Knights of the East 
and West, and the Princes of Jerusalem. 

Titles. 

The Lodge is styled Consistory. 

The Master is styled Sovereign of Sovereigns, Grand* 
19 * 
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Prince, Illustrious Commahder-in-chief, and represents 
Frederick II., king of Prussia. The two Wardens are 
Lieutenant Commanders, and the Orator, Minister of 
State. There are, in addition to these officers, a Grand 
Chancellor, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, and 
Grand Captain of the Guards. 

Clothing. 

The presiding officer is clothed in the modern costume 
of royalty ; he is armed with a sword and shield. On 
a table before him is his sceptre and a balance. The 
Lieutenant Commanders have also a sword and shield, 
and military hats. The officers, and at least six of the 
members, should be clothed in red, and stationed in the 
East. Neither the officers or members in costume wear 
any apron. They have the sash of the Order, to which 
is suspended the jewel, a golden Teutonic cross. 

The sash is black, embroidered with silver ; at its 
extremity is embroidered a red cross, in the centre of 
which the double eagle is embroidered in silver. The 
sash is lined with red, and on the lining is embroidered 
a Teutonic cross in black. The girdle is black, fringed 
with silver, and has a red cross embroidered in front. 
The apron is white, lined and bordered with red. On 
the flap is embroidered a red cross bound with silver. 
In the centre is the Encampment of the Princes. 

The Thirty-second degree can only be conferred by 
authority of the Supreme Council of the Thirty-third, 
and in the presence of three Sovereign Grand Inspectors 
General. It furnishes a history peculiar to itself, of the 
origin of Masonry, and an explanation of the symbolic 
"meaning of the preceding degrees. 
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SOVEREIGN GRAND INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OF THE THIRTY-THIRD DEGREE. 

Decorations. 

Hangings purple; skeletons, deaths’ heads, cross- 
bones, etc., painted or embroidered thereon. 

Beneath the canopy is a transparency representing a 

delta, in the centre of which are seen the characters . 

Toward the centre of the room is a quadrangular pedes- 
tal, covered with scarlet cloth, on which rests the Holy 
Bible, covered with a naked sword. On the left of the 
pedestal, is placed the white banner of the Order. 
Over the interior portion of the entrance, is a blue 
scarf, bearing the device, Devs Meumque Jus . In the 
East is a candlestick with five branches; in the West, 
one with three branches ; in the North, one with a single 
branch, and in the South, another with two ; producing 
altogether eleven lights. 

Titles. 

The Assembly is a Supreme Council. 

The Grand Master is styled Most Powerful Sovereign 
Grand Commander, and represents Frederick II., king 
of Prussia. The other officers are, Illustrious Deputy 
Grand Commander, Sovereign Lieutenant Commander, 
Illustrious Grand Secretary, Illustrious Minister of State, 
Illustrious Grand Treasurer, Illustrious Grand Keeper of 
the Seals, Illustrious Master of Ceremonies, Illustrious 
Captain of the Guards. The members of the Council 
are styled Illustrious Sovereign Grand Inspectors 
General. 
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Clothing . 

The Most Powerful Grand Commander is clothed in 
a robe of scarlet satin, bordered with white. He wears 
a royal crown, and has a naked sword in his right hand. 
The Lieutenant Grand Commander has a blue dress, a 
ducal crown, and a drawn sword. The Captain of the 
Guards wears an ancient military costume. All the 
members of the Supreme Council wear a white watered 
silk scarf, embroidered, bound and fringed with gold. 
At the bottom of the sash is a white, red, and green 
rosette. On the front is embroidered in gold, a delta, 
surrounded with rays; on two sides of the delta, a 
poniard directed towards the centre, in which are the 
figures 33, in Arabic characters. The sash is worn from 
left to right. On the left side of the coat is worn a red 
Teutonic cross. 

The jewel is a large black eagle, with two heads, and 
crowned, having the wings open as if about to fly, hold- 
ing a sword in the claws. The beak, claws, and sword 
are gold. The jewel may be worn suspended from the 
sash, or from a gold chain passed around the neck. 

This degree, which is the chief tribunal of Masonry in 
the rite to which it belongs, was instituted in the year 
1786, under the following circumstances : 

By the constitutions of the Scotch rite, which were 
ratified on the 25th of October, 1762, the king of Prussia 
was proclaimed as its chief, with the title of Sovereign 
Grand Inspector General and Grand Commander. The) 
higher Councils and Chapters could not be opened with- 
out his presence, or that of a substitute appointed by 
him. All the transactions of the Consistory of the 
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thirty-second degree, then the highest, required his sanc- 
tion, or that of his substitute, and various other Masonic 
prerogatives were attached to his office. 

No provision had, however, been made in the consti- 
tutions for his successor, and as it was absolutely neces- 
sary that some arrangements should be made, by which 
the supreme power should not become extinct on his 
death, the king established the thirty-third degree, out 
of the possessors of which the Supreme Council is 
formed ; a body possessing all the Masonic rights and 
prerogatives formerly exercised by the king of Prussia. 

Not more than one Supreme Council can exist in each 
State, and it must be composed of nine members, called 
Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, five of whom, at 
least, must profess the Christian religion. Not less than 
three constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness. 

In 1765, the Lodges and Councils of the superior de- 
grees, being extended throughout the continent of Europe, 
Frederick II., king of Prussia, as Grand Commander of 
the Order of Prince of the Royal Secret, was acknow- 
ledged as the head of the Scotch rite. The Duke of 
Sudermania was his deputy in Sweden, ^ad Louis of 
Bourbon in France. 

On the 25th of October, 1762, the Grand Masonic 
Constitutions were finally ratified' in Berlin, and pro- 
claimed for the government of all Masonic bodies, work- 
ing in the Scotch rite, over the two hemispheres. 

In the same year, they were transmitted to Stephen 
Morin, who had been appointed, in August, 1761, In- 
spector General for the New World, by the Grand Con- 
sistory of Princes of the Royal Secret, convened at 
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Purls, under the Presidency of Chaillon de Joinville, 
Substitute General of the Order. 

When Morin arrived in America, he, agreeable to his 
patent, appointed a Deputy Inspector General. This 
honor was conferred on M. Hayes, with the power of 
appointing others where necessary. 

Hayes appointed Isaac Da Costa, Deputy Inspector 
General for the State of South Carolina, who, in 1783, 
established a Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection in 
Charleston. Alter Da Costa’s death, Joseph Myers was 
appointed to succeed him, by Hayes, who also appointed 
Solomon Bush, Deputy Inspector General for Pennsyl- 
vania, and Barend M. Spitzer, for Georgia ; Which ap- 
pointments were confirmed by a Council of Inspectors 
that convened in Philadelphia, on the 15th of June, 1781. 

On the 1st of May, 1786, the Grand Constitution of 
the Supreme Council of the thirty-third degree, was 
ratified by the king of Prussia, by which the Masonic 
prerogatives of Inspectors were deposited in a Council 
consisting of nine brethren in each nation. 

On the 20th of February, 1788, a Grand Council of 
Princes of Jerusalem was opened in Charleston, by 
Myers, Spitzer, and A. Forst, Deputy Inspector General 
for Virginia. 

In 1795, Colonel John Mitchell was appointed by 
Spitzer, a Deputy Inspector General, in the place of 
Myers, who had removed ; but he was restricted from 
acting until after Myers’ death, which took place in the 
following year. 

On the 31st of May, 1801, the Supreme Council of 
the thirty-third degree was opened in Charleston, with 
the grand honors of Masonry, by John Mitchell and 
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Frederick Dalcho, Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, 
and, in -the course of the succeeding two years, the 
whole number of Inspectors General was completed. 

This was the origin of the Scotch rite in the United 
States, of which there now exists two Supreme Coun- 
cils ; one at Charleston, South Carolina, and another in 
the city of New York. 

On the 21st February, 1802, Count Alexander Fran- 
cois August De Grasse, Deputy Inspector General, was 
appointed by the Supreme Council, of Charleston, S. C., 
Grand Inspector General and Grand Commander of the 
French West Indies, and Jean Baptiste Marie De La 
Hogue as Lieutenant Commander for the same island. 

The Supreme Council of New Orleans, La., was 
established there by the Grand Orient of France, in 
1795, while that portion of our land was French terri- 
tory. During the administration of Thomas Jefferson, 
it was ceded to the United States, and became a State. 
A dispute at once arose between the two Councils con- 
cerning supremacy. The Constitution of the Order de- 
clared that there should be but one Supreme Council in 
a nation. Louisiana declared that her date was the 
oldest, and consequently the first, while Charleston in- 
sisted that she was first in America, and of course 
entitled to the position which she had assumed. The 
quarrel became earnest ; both parties appealed to the 
Grand Orient. She, on her part, declined to interfere. 
Charleston at once repudiated her authority, threw her- 
self under the protection of Count De Grasse, one of 
her own Inspectors, and denounced the Louisiana Council 
as illegal and not to be countenanced by the fraternity 
at large. 
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The Grand Orient of France, on receiving this intelli- 
gence, at once deputized Mr. Joseph Cerneau to form a 
Supreme Council in the city of New, York, for the 
Northern jurisdiction. This took platee, October, 1807. 
Joseph Cerneau was Grand Commander until 1808, 
when he retired to give place to John W. Mulligan, and 
became Honorary Past Grand Commander, ad vitarn . 
Hon. De Witt Clinton succeeded Mr. Mulligan, and 
kept the post of Commander until the arrival and recep- 
tion of Marquis De Lafayette. He resigned in his 
favor, and Lafayette was Commander until his return 
to France, when he resigned in favor of Mr. Clinton, 
who remained Grand Commander to the day of his 
death, which happened in February, 1828. 

Although the persecution, which raged from 1827 up 
to 1838, had prostrated nearly every Masonic body in 
the North, yet the Council was still kept up. Previous 
to the death of Mr. Clinton, he had confirmed the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Henry C. Atwood as Sov.\ Gr.\ Ins.*. 
Gen’l.*., and after his demise, Mr. Atwood filled his 
place, continuing the same up to the year 1851, when 
he resigned in favor of Jeremy L. Cross, who received 
his patent from the Charleston Council in 1824. Mr. 
Cross is now Grand Commander for the Northern Ma- 
sonic Jurisdiction. 

The Council, during its existence, has chartered 
Triple Alliance Chapter, of Rose-Croix, sitting in the 
valley of New York, November, 1807, although that 
Chapter had been in existence since 1792, working under 
foreign authority ; also Lafayette Chapter in 1824, in 
honor of Marquis de Lafayette, and in which Chapter 
he received the sublime degrees. It has also established 


Digitized by Google 



INEFFABLE DEGREES. 67 

several foreign Councils, among the number of whioh is 
the Sup.*. Gr.\ Council at Lima, Peru. 

During its existence it has numbered among its mem- 
bers some of the most respectable men in the country, 
and of whom the Masonic fraternity may be justly 
proud. 

John W. Mulligan , Esq., R. W. Past Dep. Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, 
and former Surrogate of the City and County. 

Hon . Cadwallader D. Golden , former Mayor of the 
City of New York, Member of Congress, and Past 
Sen. Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge. 

Hon. De Witt Clinton , former Governor of State, &c. 
&c., M. W. P. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of State N. Y. 

Marquis de Lafayette. 

Elias Hicks , Esq., Past Grand Secretary of G. L., 
State of New York. 

Thomas Lowndes , Esq., who may be called the old 
Patriarch of the Masonic bodies in this State. 

Oliver M. Lowndes, Esq., the son and former Sheriff 
of City and County, Past Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge, S. N. Y. 

Hon. Morgan Lewis, former Governor, and M. W. 
Past Grand Master of G. L. 

Hon. Martin Hoffman, M. W. P. G. Master of Grand 
Lodge of S. N. Y. 

We have merely mentioned these names as prominent 
among a great number which could be produced, to 
show that the existence of a regular Supreme Council 
of the 33d, in the city of New York, is not a fable, and 
that the assertions made by various interested parties 

are without the least shadow of truth. 
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KINO SOLOMON a ROYAL ARCH. 
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16 GRAND ELECT, PERFECT AND SUBLIME MASON. 






Digitized by Google 






Digitized by Google 




GRAND ELECT, PERFECT AND SUBLIME MASON. 19 






Digitized by Google 












Digitized by Google 







Digitized by v^ooQle 







Digitized by Google 









Digitized by Google 




PATRIARCH NO AC HITE. 
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PATRIARCH OF THE CRUSADES. 
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K—H. GRAND ELECT KNIGHT. 




Love to God. 
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Love your neighbor as yourself. 
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